


3 .b°y t 0 
ary 

■ . ~ ' ' 1 "“ 'O’ ^ 


Non-aligned ministers to meet 

NICOSIA (R) — Foreign ministers of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) will meet in Belgrade next month to discuss an initiative to end 
tbe Gnlf war, Indian Foreign Minister Vidya Charan Shukla was quoted as 
saying Saturday. The Inman news agency ERNA said Mr. Shukla 
the announcement to reporters before leaving Tehran at the end of a- 
24-hour visit. It gave no further details. Earlier Saturday, Iranian 
President Ah Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjam said NAM should act quickly to 
hah the war between Iraq and U.S.-led multinational forces trying to drive 
Iraqi troops out of Kuwait. “We are fully prepared to cooperate in this 
regard so that we may stop this unequal war," IRNA quoted Mr. 
Rafsanjam as saying. Mr. Shukla, whose country is among the founders of 
the 102-nation NAM, said Iraq should withdraw its forces from Kuwait. 
“We are against the presence of alien forces in the region.” he tokl Mr. 
Rafsanjam. Iran, Iraq and Kuwait are members of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, founded 30 years ago to counterbalance eastern and Western 
blocs. 
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Katoyshas fan In Israel’s ‘security zone 9 

TYRE, Lebanon (AP) — Guerrillas fired two Kamysha rackets on 
LsraePs self-proctaimed “security zone'* in South Lebanon Sa tardy, the 
first anti-Israeli attack since the Gulf war erupted. But the projectiles 
exploded near U.N. peacekeeping forces, apparently missing their target, 
police said. They reported no casualties. A police spokesman said the 
rockets were fired at 3 a.m. (2400 GMT) from the vicinity of the 
Palestinian refugee camp of Rashidiyeh near Tyre. One of the rackets 
exploded in a forest in the village of Majdel Zun in the Nepal zone of 
operations, said the spokesman. He said the second projectile exploded in 
the air over a Fijian position on the main road between Tyre and the 
border town of Naqoura. “The rockets were the first anti-Israeli Kamysha 
attacks since the war in the Gulf broke out.” said the spokesman. Israel 
carved out the security zone,” in 1985 after it withdrew the bulk of its 
occupation army from the region, ending a three-year invasion. 
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Iraqi missiles hit Tel Aviv, Riyadh 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ Saturday night fired more 
of its Scud miasfles on both Israel 
and Saudi Arabia. 

The Iraqi missiles were fired at 
Israel for the sixth time Saturday, 
and U.S.-made Patriots were 
launched to defend the Jewish 
state. There apparently were two 


separate barrages erf incoming 
missiles. 

Sirens sounded throughout 
Israel at 10 p.m. (2000 GMT) and 
again at 10:20 p.m., indicating a 
second attack. The all-dear was 
given at about 10:45 p.m. to all 
areas of the country except Tel 
Aviv and Haifa. 

An army spokesman told the 


radio that “several. Iraqi missiles 
were launched at Israel” and a 
few Patriots were fired in re- 
sponse. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties or damage. 

Israel television showed two 
Patriots being fired. Israel radio 
quoted the U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment as saying four Iraqi missiles 


were fired — three at the Haifa 
area and one toward Tel Aviv. 

An Israel radio reporter in 
northern Israel said be saw a 
Patriot anti-missile missile collide 
with an Iraqi Scud in midair. 

Reporters in central Israel 
heard a few explosions but it was 
not dear what caused them. 

Israelis waited out the attack in 


gas masks in rooms with windows 
sealed with plastic to protect 
against chemical weapons. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein has repeatedly threatened to 
hit Israel once the U.S. and its 
allies in the Gulf started war. 

Five minutes after the second 
siren sounded, die spokesman 
told residents from Jerusalem and 


southwards they could take off 
their masks and come out of the 
sealed rooms but warned them to 
stay in their homes. 

At 10:45 p.m. (20:45 GMT) an 
all-dear siren sounded through- 
out Israel. The radio said all 
residents could now come out of 
their sealed rooms. 

The spokesman said on the 


radio that he had no reports of 
injuries as yet. 

In the Saudi capital, Riyadh a 
U.S. Patriot missile was fired at 
an incoming Iraqi Scud rocket 
also Saturday evening, apparent- 
ly hitting the Iraqi missile, witnes- 
ses said. 

Witnesses in Riyadh reported 
seeing a Patriot fired and striking 


the Iraqi missile at about H p.m. 

(2000 GMT). The debris feD on 
the edge of the city, they said. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of injuries. 

Air raid sirens also were sound- 
ed in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. 
As of Saturday, more than two 
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Part of Gulf oil slick ablaze 
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TENS OF THOUSANDS of pro- 
testers converged on Washington 
and Bonn Saturday to march 
calling for an end to the Gulf war. 

Under cold, dear skies and 
carrying signs that read “Support 
our sokfiera by bringing them 
homes’* and “no war for oil," the 
American crowd planned to 
march to* the White House. 

Organisers said they were ex* 
peering 50,000 to 70,000 mar- 
chers, far exceeding last 
weekend's 15,000 turnout. Police 
had no early estimates- on thesize 
of the rally. 

In San Frandsco an even larger 
demonstration was planned. 
Organisers were preparing for up 
to 250,000 people, which they 
said would be the biggest anti-war 
rally in the dty since the Vietnam 
war. About 60,000 mounted an 
anti-war rally there last weekend. 

A counter-demonstration in 
supp o r t of U.S. forces in die Gulf 
war also was planned in San 
Francisco one kilometre away 
from the anti-war rally. 

On this ride of the Atlantic, up 
to 150,000 people, bearing drums 
and waving batmen painted with 
peace doves, streamed into Bonn 
from across the nation in Ger- 
many's biggest demonstration yet 
against the Gulf war. 

The nation’s leaders again 
warned against anti- 
Americanism, as Germany strug- 
gles with pacifist tendencies ami 
guOty feelings over its image as a 
feeble s up p or ter of the war. 

‘To hell with Bush and Sad- 
dam. The people want peace,” 
read a huge banner fluttering on 
the immense lawn in front of 
Bonn University, where legions 
of demonstrators gathered for a 

rally- 

Rally speakers. Eke Lutheran 
Bishop Gottfried Forek of Berlin, 
insisted their anti-war demonstra- 
tion does not make them anti- 
American. 

“Our opponent is not America, 
but the negligence of Ameri c a n 
policies and their influence on the 
United Nations, wfaiefa responded 
to an injustice with an even grea- 
ter injustice,” Bishop Forek told 
. the demo n strators. 

“War is not necessary. Thar 
goes for Saddam -Hussein as well 
as for George Bush,” said Bishop 
Forek. 

Hans- Werner Meyer, chair- 
man of the powerful German 
_ trade union federation, also said 
jgj£ : anti-war protests cannot be equ- 
ated With imri-Amwuiinioil 
A few pro-American placards 
. were waved in the crowd, as were 
a number of Israeli flags. 

But there were also banners 
' like “Grenada, Pan am a, Iraq — 
\ This is America’s bloody peace 
_ Order.” 

Many of the banners and pla- 
-auds demanded a c ea se fire, and 
\-.‘i Middle East peace co n ference 
to create a Palestinian ho m etond . 

' .• Across die university quad, on 
\ y \ do w n to wn square, about 300 
'.>3oople staged a rally supporting 
V, he United States, Israel and the 
J-S.-led deployment. 

'■ Many of those demonstratorcs 
*f fcnounced what they said was 
r K Sennany’s feeble support for the 
■ ‘ , julf wax. 

- J . ; Organisers said between 
, 50,000 and 200,000 people were 

«rj . 
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Drinking water fears hit Gulf 
states; allies ponder problem 


Baghdad urges Arab soldiers 
to abandon U.S. -led alliance 


Combined agency despatches 

PART OF A HUGE oil slick 
spreading down the Gulf from 
Kuwait along the coast of Saudi 
Arabia is on fire, military sources 
said Saturday. 

Two ofl rigs in the stick and an 
ofl terminal were also burning 
and there was a fire on Faylakah 
Island off Kuwait. 

The sources in London said the 
allies had proof that the Iraqis 
were deliberately pumping the oil 
into the sea from Kuwait but 
could not give details or say how 
the fires started. 

Urgent consultations on how to 
stop die oil being pumped out to 
sea were being held between 
Saudi, U.S. and British officials. 

Iraq is in possession of 
Kuwait’s main oil storage and 
loading terminal. It is from there 
that foe allies -say millions of 
gallons of ofl are being pumped. 

The military source, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 


NICOSIA (Agency) — Iran said 
Saturdy aircraft from either side 
in foe Gulf war landing on its 
territory woald be seized and 
held until the conflict ended. 

Iran’s Supreme National Secur- 
ity Council, quoted by the Iranian 
news agency IRNA, made the 
statement just hours after 
announcing that seven Iraqi fight- 
er planes had landed in foe coun- 

try- 

Iran reported that seven Iraqi 
warplanes made emergency land- 
ings in Iranian air fields, and that 
one of them exploded on touch 
down. 

Iraq acknowledged that “seven 
aircraft were forced to land in 
Iran.” and foe contacts were 
under way to secure foe return of 
foe aircraft and their crews. It did 
not say what prompted foe pilots 
to fly to Iran or disclose foe 
number and type of the aircraft 
involved 

The Iranian council announced 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
army's chief medical officer 
Saturday raised the death toll to 
two from Iraqi missiles fired at 
Israel in foe past nine days. 
Twenty persons remained hospi- 
talised from an attack the night 
before on the Tel Aviv area. 

Brigadier General Yehuda 
Danon said that in the five bar- 
rages of Iraq i ScucMype missiles 
since Jan. 19, a total of 204 
people have been wounded. 

Gen. Danon was interviewed 
on Israel Radio, and the radio 
said 1.000 other Israelis have 
been treated for light injuries or 
injecting themselves mistakenly 
with the chemical warfare anti- 
dote included in government- 
issued protective kits. 

After Friday night’s attack — 
in w i nch U.S .-supplied Patriot 
missiles were fired to intercept 

foe Scuds — questions were 
raised about whether debris from 
the Patriots caused some casual- 
ties- But Gen. Danon said the 
Scuds were responsible. 

“Out of the many casualties 
-that we had yesterday,- altogether 


he could not elaborate on foe size 
of rite fire. 

The United States has accused 
Iraq of “environmental terror- 
ism” for allegedly dumping 
Kuwaiti crude oil into Gulf. 

U.S. military officers said in 
Riyadh Saturday that the slick 
was about 50 kilometres long and 
11 kilometres wide and spread- 
ing. 

The sources in London said a 
“small portion” of the spill was 
burning. 

There has been speculation 
that Iraq may want to set foe ofl 
ablaze to hinder an amphibious 
assault on foe beaches of Kuwait. 

The sources said crude oil be- 
came more difficult to set ablaze 
foe longer it remained in foe 
water. 

Military sources said that while 
an oil stick could add to foe 
difficulties of any allied amphi- 
bious landing on Kuwait, mine- 
hunter vessels could continue to 
operate and other naval ships 


in the war that makes an 
emergency landing in Iran will be 
confiscated until foe end of foe 
war.” 

Baghdad radio quoted a milit- 
ary spokesman as saying Iraqi 
planes were “forced to laud in 
Iran.” 

The spokesman did not explain 
what “forced” the planes to land 
in Iran. 

“Several of our planes on the 
night of Jan. 25-26 were forced to 
land in Iran. Contacts are being 
carried out in accordance with 
internationally accepted norms to 
ensure foe return of the pilots and 
tbe planes to their homeland,” 
the spokesman said. 

Tehran Radio earlier reported 
that the seven Iraqi planes, in- 
cluding two that were damaged, 
came in three groups and were 
intercepted by Iranian fighers and 
escorted to Iranian air fields. 

The pilots of the Iraqi aircraft 
were bring questioned by Iranian 


53 casualties, all of them were 
injured by a blow of foe Scud or 
explosion of die Scud,” he said. 

The army earlier listed 69 in- 
jured in the Friday attack on tbe 
Tel Aviv suburb of Ramat Gan, 
but that apparently included peo- 
ple taken to hospitals in shock. 

In describing the two deaths, 
Gen. Danon said: “One is a 
direct hit on -a house and the 
casualty was in a shelter in that 
house, and foe second is a crush 
injury with a piece of glass cutting 
one of the main arteries in the 
thorax,” or chest. 

Earlier, foe army had listed 
only one death in Friday’s night 
attack when one missile fell on 
the suburb of Ra mat Gan. The 
news agency 1T1M listed the vic- 
tim as Eitan Grand] and, 55. a 

factory owner whose borne was 
heavily damaged in foe attack. 

However, on Saturday foe 
army spokesman said there bad 
been a second direct death from 
an earlier misfile attack Tuesday. 

Tins death had been mistakenly 
reported as one of three heart 
attack victims. 


could operate without difficulty. 

They said Iraq was likely to 
have laid mines around foe 
approaches of Kuwait City, along 
foe Kuwait coast and in foe 
approaches to foe Iraqi coast. 

Three types of mines had to be 
neutralised — ground mines on 
foe seabed, mines tethered to foe 
seabed and floating just below 
the surface, and tethered mines 
floating free after their cables had 
broken. 

Minehunting operations using 
sonar could continue despite tbe 
slick, the sources said. 

The oil stick is threatening foe 
region’s drinking water supplies. 

U.S. military officials said wa- 
ter for hundreds of thousands of 
troops deployed in foe kingdom 
for Operation Desert Storm 
against Iraq would not be 
affected. They drank bottled wa- 
ter from underground sources. 

Iraq said U.S. planes caused 


authorities, said foe radio. 

The radio did not say if any of 
foe pilot were injured, where foe 
planes landed or give any other 
details. 

It said Iran bad warned Iraq 
and foe other countries fighting in 
foe Gulf war that it is neutral and 
will counter any attempt to 
violate that neutrality. 

On Friday, the Iranian presi- 
dent said it would be suicide for 
his country to tide with Iraq in its 
bid to hold on to Kuwait. 

Iranian hardliners want Iran to 
join a jihad a gains t foe U.S.-led 
forces which started attacking 
Iraqi positions last Thursday. 

After Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait, Baghdad quickly offered 
a formal end to tbe Iran -Iraq war, 
settling their territorial disputes. 

The offer enabled it to free 
hundreds of thousands of troops 
on foe Iran border and deploy 
them in southern Iraq and 
Kuwait. 


The army spokesman could not 
confirm which victim was foe 
crush injury. 

Throngs of people turned out 
to look at foe wreckage, ambling 
along the leafy street as though 
on a routine Sabbath stroll. 
Police with loudspeakers 
appealed to them repeatedly to 
leave. 

Gen. Danon said 23 missiles 
have struck Israel since Iraq ful- 
filled its threat to attack foe 
Jewish state in response to the 
massive air strikes by tbe U.S.- 
led military force in the Gulf. 

While all of foe attacks in- 
volved conventional warheads, 
Gen. Danon said the public 
should still protect themselves 
against possible chemical warfare 
by going to sealed rooms in their 

homes and not to public air raid 
shelters. 

“The main threat is chemical 
warfare and we cannot allow the 
population to go to the (public) 
shelter. It may take five to 10 


(Continued on page 5) 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD RADIO highlight- 
ed Iraq's overnight Scud missile 
attacks on Israel and Saudi Ara- 
bia. It also urged Arab soldiers 
Saturday to abandon tbe U.S.-led 
multinational coalition and come 
over to the Iraq tide. 

A militar y communiq ue, car- 
ried by foe radio said Iraqi air 
defenders downed five more 
allied warplanes Saturday. The 
allies have acknowledged foe loss 


Ben Ali 
calls for 
Security 
Council 
action 

TUNIS (AP) — President Zine 
A1 Abidine Ben Ali urged foe 
U.N. Security Council Saturday 
to order a ceasefire in foe Guff 
war, saying foe U.S.-led alliance 
has exceeded its mandate to expel 
Iraqi troops from Kuwait. 

In a nationally broadcast 
address, Mr. Ben Ali said he was 
“scandalised” at foe failure of all 
Arabs to rally around Iraq. 

Allied warplanes have attacked 
numerous targets in Iraq and 
Kuwait since Jan. 17, after Bagh- 
dad ignored Security Council re- 
solutions demanding an end to 
the occupation of Kuwait. 

Tbe Security Council autho- 
rised foe use of force to expel 
Iraqi troops. Mr. Ben Ali said 
that the attacks into Iraq violated 
the spirit of the resolutions. 

“These resolutions stipulate 
foe liberation of Kuwait, and not 
foe crushing of Iraq, signifying 
that an eventual battlefield 
should not pass the Kuwaiti bor- 
ders,” Mr. Ben Ali said. 

Tbe Tunisian president urged 
Arab countries "to appeal to foe . 
Security Council to put in place 
an immediate cease-fire and app- 
ly international law without dis- 
crimination.” 

He also demanded an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East. 

The speech underscored a joint 
initiative by Ttmisia, Morocco, 
Algeria, Libya and Mauritania 
for foe Security Council to take 
steps to end the Gulf war. 

Tunisia officially condemns foe 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, but the 
country has been foe site of huge 
pro-Iraq street demonstrations 
since last week. 

In Morocco, trade unions said 
Saturday that authorities forbade 
them to hold planned street de- 
monstrations in support of Iraq. 

The demonstrations, to be held 
in Rabat, Casablanca and other 
cities, were called by leading 
trade unions and opposition poli- 
tical parties. 

Government officials did not 
immediately confirm foe ban- 
ning, but authorities have consis- 
tently forbid them since Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait Aug. 2, fearing 
violence, might break out. 

Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat visited Rabat Saturday and 
held talks with King Hassan n, 
who is alone among North Afri- 
can leaders in committing troops 
to tbe multinational alliance. De- 
tails of their conversation were 
not immediately disclosed. 

Defiberations incondnsive, page 2 


of 22 planes, 18 of them in comat. 
Tie Iraqis say they have downed 
more than 180 allied aircraft. 

“The men of our land and air 
defences managed to shoot down 
five air targets, including aircraft 
and missiles.” said foe 24fo 
armed forces communique, car- 
ried by Baghdad Radio. 

“The enemy air force launched 
113 raids on our sectors of com- 
bat operations and civilian areas 
in other parts.” 

“They found nothing to compen- 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
officials say some Soviet experts 
continue :c help Iraq wage war, 
but add that they are operating 
without Moscow's approval. 

The experts are believed to be 
mainly helping Iraq with its Soviet- 
supplied MiG-29 jet fighters, 
which the Iraqis have had trouble 
maintaining, said one source. 

“But it’s highly unlikely this is 
under command from Moscow,” 
said another source. Both asked 
that their names not be used. 

A third official said foe Soviets 
might be getting support from- 
hardliners in foe military or KGB 
who oppose the Kremlin’s decision 
to turn against its former ally and 
support foe U.N. embargo against 
Iraq. 

Soviet officials bave said several 
hundred Soviet citizens have 
approached the Iraqi embassy in 
Moscow offering to fight for Iraq. 

The question of Soviet support 
for allied Gulf policy is likely to 
come up in talks Monday between 
the new Soviet foreign minister, 
Alexander Bessmertnykh, and 
U.S. President George Bush. 

The Bush administration has 
dismissed persistent reports of 
continued Soviet aid to Iraq, repe- 
atedly emphasising that Moscow 
supported foe anti-Iraq coalition 
at the United Nations and was 
adhering to tbe embargo. 

On Jan. 4, a U.S. vessel stopped 
a Soviet ship heading for foe port 
of Aqaba — a frequent overland 
entryway into Iraq — and found 
tank parts on board. The State 
Department said foe shipment 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Differ- 
ing- views on the Gulf war and 
developments in the Soviet Baltic 
republics could cast a shadow 
over superpower relations, Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh said Saturday. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh, a former 
ambassador to the United States, 
was speaking to Soviet reporters 
before his departure for Washing- 
ton for talks expected to decide 
whether a superpower summit 
goes ahead as scheduled next 
month. 

Uncertainty on both issues has 
put in doubt foe Feb. 11-13 meet- 
ing at which it had been intended 
to conclude a deal on reducing 
strategic nuclear weapons. 

The foreign minister, who is 
due to meet President George 
Bush and Secretary of State 
James Baker in Washington, said 
U.S.-Soviet relations bad a “very 
solid base.” 

But foe official TASS news 
agency said he admitted 
that differing views on “hot 
spots... wrong interpretation of 


sate for their failure and defeat 
other than carrying on with their 
raids against civilians.” 

The 23rd communique, re- 
leased on Saturday, had put the 
number of allied raids against 
Iraq at 87. It said two palnes were 
shot down. 

U.S. fighter pilots shot down 
three Iraqi Migs over Iraq in foe 
past 24 hours, foe U.S. govern- 
ment said Saturday. 


appeared to be unauthorised. 

Before Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, foe Soviets had as many as 
5,000 technicians and advisers 
working with foe Iraqi military arid 
at government-owned oil and pet- 
rochemical facilities. Iraq was one 
of foe most lucrative export mar- 
kets for Soviet armaments, with 
outstanding contracts topping $20 
billion. 

The Soviets were all ordered 
home in recent months and a top 
Kremlin official was sent to Bagh- 
dad to wind down Soviet contracts 
with tbe Iraqi government. 

A Soviet diplomat said only 
about 40 Soivet officials remain in 
Iraq, most of them diplomats, 
trade representatives and journal- 
ists. The diplomat denied any of 
them were helping the military. 

The Iraqis used to treat foe 
Soviet technicians “royally”, said 
Mark Kramer, a Harvard Uni- 
versity expert on foe Soviet milit- 
ary. He said it is not surprising that 
some decided to stay on. 

“But they couldn't have a great 
military value,” he said. 

At most, he said they could be 
helping the Iraqis with the MiG- 
295, which have presented Soivet 
clients in foe Mideast with prob- 
lems, being far more sophisticated 
than foe other Soviet jets in their 
arsenals. 

One official said the Soviets had 
launched two satellites last year to 
collect information about the 
Gulf. But be dismissed reports 
that foe Soviets were supplying foe 
Iraqis with satellite photos of 
targets in Saudi Arabia and Israel. 


development in tbe Soviet Union 
and emotional perceptions of 
things in some other places cast a 
certain shadow.” 

TASS quoted him as saying: 
“It would be extremely danger- 
ous to reverse (relations) or make 
serious changes and this would 
have serious consequences both 
for tbe Soviet Union and United 
States and for the entire interna- 
tional situation. 

“I believe the U.S. leadership 
understands this and will show 
the restraint and wisdom it has so 
far demonstrated.” 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said bilater- 
al ties were clouded by a ‘"wrong 
interpretation of developments in 
the Soviet Union." 

Mr. Bessmertnykh said “diffi- 
culties have emerged,” especially 
within the U.S. Congress, which 
has been trying to link U.S. aid 
for foe Soviet economy with 
“events in foe baltics,” TASS 
reported. 

The U.S. Congress has passed 
resolutions criticizing foe Soviet 
military crackdown in the Baltics. 


Bombing 
damages 
witnessed 
at Najaf 

NICOSIA (R) — Cable News 
Network (CNN) correspondent 
in Iraq Peter Arnett said Satur- 
day he had seen two areas of the 
Shi'ite Muslim holy dty of Najaf 
which suffered war damage and 
rivilian casualties. 

Residents told him at least 20 
people were killed in bombing 
raids by foe U.S. or its allies, he 
said. 

Arnett, one of two Westerners 
still reporting from Iraq, said he 
saw huge bomb craters in a street 
in foe Al Amiri district about two 
kilometres from the tomb of Ali, 
foe son-in-law of the Prophet 
Mohammad who is specially re- 
vered by foe Shi’ites. 

Mohammad Ali, a Baghdad 
engineer who had sought safety 
wfo relatives in foe Holy City 160 
kilometres south of foe capital, 
told Arnett he saw planes attack- 
ing Najaf last Sunday. He said 
there was no anti-aircraft fire. 

Thirteen members of one fami- 
ly were killed in a house which 
was totally destroyed in A1 
Amiri, Arnett was told. Damage 
extended for five blocks. 

In another district of the city, 

(Continued on page 5) 

France bans 
3 Arabic papers 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The French 
authorities has banned three 
Arabic-language publications 
from printing in Paris, foe Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) reported 
yesterday. The agency quoted the 
French interior minister as ban- 
ning the three publications, AJ 
Arab newspaper and Al Dus tour 
and Ku] Al Arab magazines, be- 
cause they defended interests that 
contradicted with those of 
France. 

INA also reported from Paris 
that the French authorities ban- 
ned and confiscated a videotape 
circulating among Arab immig- 
rants in France because it con- 
tained songs and interviews that 
praised Iraq and Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 


The bouse also asked U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush to consider 
economic sanctions if the harsh 
Soviet policy continues. 

Mr. Bush is to decide in coming 
days whether to proceed with a 
U.S.-Soviet summit as scheduled 
Feb. 11-13, following events in 
foe Baltic as well as in the Gulf. 

The Gulf war will be one of the 
key issues discussed Saturday 
when foe Soviet foreign minister 
meets with Mr. Baker. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh, who re- 
placed Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze this month, told 
TASS on his departure that he 
did not envision changes in Soviet 
foreign policy. 

“We do not intend to correct 
major directions of our foreign 
policy, including relations with 
the United States.” TASS quoted 

him as saying. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh also said he 

hoped to “clarify” Kremlin policy 
toward tbe Baltics, saying it 

would ‘be “extremely dangerous” 
to reverse relations with foe Un- 
ited States, TASS reported. 


(Contained mi page 3) 

Iran Gulf war planes landing 
in the country will be kept 


that “any aircraft from either side 

2 killed, 204 wounded in 5 
Iraqi missile hits on Israel 


(Continued on page 5) 

Soviets still helping 
Iraq — on their own 


Bessmertnykh says Gulf, Baltics 
cast doubt on superpower ties 



Security Council deliberations 
inconclusive on Gulf conflict 


UNITED NATIONS (R)_ The 
U N Security Council Friday 
tailed to decide on a public de- 
bate on the Gulf war. The United 
States and Soviet Union opposed 
a public session unless Iraq is 
willing to withdraw troops from 
Kuwait. 

Council President Bagbeni 
Adeito Nzengeya of Zaire held 
inconclusive informal talks with 
council members and other states 

Friday and announced there 
would be further consultations 
Monday afternoon. 

After that, he said, he would 
announce whether there would 
be a formal meeting to discuss the 
Gulf war. 

“If we are only going to have a 
debate saying that we all don’t 
like the war, then there is no 
point in holding a meeting,” said 
Soviet Ambassador Yuliy 
Vorontsov on entering consulta- 
tions. 


*“We don’t think it would be 
useful to have an official council 
session unless Iraq is willing to 
withdraw from Kuwait and end 
its occupation,” he said. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering said the United States 
supports council action that 
would end Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait. 

On Thursday night, the council 
rebuffed an Arab attempt to pub- 
licly discuss a ceasefire to enable 
Iraq to declare its intention to 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

On Nov. 29 the council itself 
authorised the United States and 
its allies to use military force to 
expel Iraq from Kuwait. In 12 
resolutions since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait Aug. 2, the council has 
demanded Iraq’s unconditional 
withdrawal from the emirate. 

To express dismay over the war 
at this time, Western diplomats 


said, would undercut the author- 
ity of the council and its unity in 
demanding an Iraqi pullout. 

Iraq has rejected all calls to 
withdraw and ignored peace in- 
itiatives which demand a decision 
to withdraw as a precondition for 
an Arab peace keeping force and 
any negotiations. 

On Thursday, nations with 
large Islamic populations — 
Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Sudan, Tunisia and Ye- 
men — urged a public council 
meeting. But they failed to secure 
the nine votes required to place 
an item on the agenda. 

Iran and India separately also 
have proposed pauses in the hos- 
tilities, but both also insist that 
Iraq agree to withdraw before 
any conciliation can take place. 

The council includes the five 
permanent members with veto 
power: The United States, Bri- 
tain, China, France and the 


Soviet Union, and 10 other mem- 
bers with rotating, two-year 
terms: Austria, Belgium, Cuba, 
Ecuador, India, Ivory Coast, 
Romania, Yemen, Zaire and 
Zimbabwe. 

Ambassador Vorontsov of the 
Soviet Union, in comments to 
reporters, questioned why it was 
necessary to have a meeting as 
requested by Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco and Tuni- 
sia. 

Is it “to repeat the same posi- 
tion that they don’t like military 
activities? he asked. 

“We all don’t like military acti- 
vities but at the same time they 
are not prepared to appeal to 
Baghdad to withdraw their forces 
from Kuwait,” he said, “First 
appeal there and then appeal to 
the Security Council.” 

Austria is asking the council to 
hold a formal meeting on the war, 
but behind closed doors — a 


procedure that has not been used 
since 1975, an Austrian diplomat 
said. 

Mr. Vorontsov told reporters 

that if the council had “enough 

material for a good action, that’s 
one thing.” 

But “it is only to have a debate 
that we all don’t like the war, 
then I don’t think we should have 
a Security Council meeting ” he 
said. • 

Asked about the bombs drop- 
ping on civilians in Iraq, the 
ambassador said it was “very 
unfortunate” but that this ques- 
tion should be put to Iraq. 

“If (Iraq) wants it this way, 
what can we do?” he said. Most 
of the five North African coun- 
tries, members of the Arab 
Maghreb Union, want the council 
to approve a pause in the war so 
diplomatic efforts can resume. 

The position of Morocco, 


which has sent troops to Saudi 
Arabia to join the allied forces, is 
not known. 

The five are not council mem- 
bers but under the U.N. charter 
any member of the world body 
can ask for a meeting. Their 
appeal is supported by Yemen 
and Cuba, who are members. 

Cuban. Ambassador Ricardo 
Alarcon de Quesada told repor- 
ters the council was “not created 
simply to facilitate war but to 
.prevent it and to make peace.” 

He said the council was irres- 
ponsible in adopting its Nov. 29 


The Associated Press 

A BOMB BLAST in central Paris 
early Saturday brought violence 
related to the Gulf war to France 
for the first time, while other 
governments arrested and expel- 
led Arabs as the conflict ground 

into its 10th day. 

U.S. President George Bush 
and the foreign ministers of Italy 
and Australia denounced Iraq for 
allegedly causing a massive oil 
spill that threatens to cause major 
damage to the Gulfs delicate 
marine environment. 

In France, a bomb exploded at 
the headquarters of the liberal 
newspaper Liberation, causing , 
considerable damage but no in- 


Bonn may give Pa 
missiles to Israelis 


BONN (R) — Germany has 
hinted that it might supply Patriot 
missiles to Israel to boost the 
Jewish state’s defences against 
Iraqi attacks. 

Israeli officials told German 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher Friday that they 
needed more Patriots to ensure 
their security against Scud missile 
attacks from Iraq. 

They stopped short of asking 
Bonn to part with some of its 
Patriots, but Mr. Genscher told 
journalists during his visit to 
Israel: “If any such wishes were 
expressed, they would be consi- 
dered seriously.” 

The United States has supplied 
Israel with anti-missile Patriot 
systems, but the commander-in- 
chief of the German armed 
forces. Admiral Dieter Weller- 
shoff, said the Patriots supplied 
to Germany were primarily anti- 
aircraft weapons. 

“They were acquired under the 
auspices of East- West confronta- 
tion and are not primarily equip- 
ped against missiles,” he said on 
German television. Germany be- 
gan taking delivery of a planned 
total of 144 Patriot missiles in 
1989. 

Mr. Genscher’s hint that Ger- 
many would supply the missiles 
was the latest indication of his 
country’s desire to improve its 
tarnished image in Israel. The 
U.S. and allied countries are 
angry at Bonn’s determination to 
stay out of the Gulf war. 

Germany has not sent troops to 
the Gulf because of constitutional 
constraints, but it did despatch 18 
Alpha jet fighters to NATO- 
member Turkey and minesweep- 


ers to the Eastern Mediterranean 
as back-up for the allied effort. 

Accusations that German firms 
supplied poison gas to Iraq and 
boosted the range of its missiles 
has caused anger which Bonn’s 
gift this week of 250 million 
marks ($165 million) in aid for 
Israel has done little to allay. 

Mr. Genscher was jeered in 
Israel by protesters in gas masks 
and striped concentration camp 
suits. 

“Germany’s image has been 
dragged into the dirt by those 
who delivered Saddam Hussein’s 
armaments 'and by the government 
that allowed it to happen,” Ger- 
man television commentator Fritz 
Pleitgen said Friday night. 

The government urged anti- 
war protesters planning a huge 
demonstration in Bonn Saturday 
not to let anti-American emo- 
tions blind them to Iraq’s role in 
starting the crisis. 

It issued an unusual statement 
stressing Bonn’s loyally to NATO 
and Israel, and reminding Ger- 
mans of their moral responsibility 
to support Israel. The peace 
cooperative network expects 
150,000 people to converge on 
Bonn for Saturday’s rally. 

In his television interview, Mr. 
Wellershoff delivered an implicit 
rebuke to the opposition social 
democrats, who support the anti- 
war movement. 

“We sometimes look rather 
enviously at our alliance partners 
right now and see large majorities 
in parliament supporting the Un- 
ited Nations action,” he said. 
“German soldiers expect the 
politicians to stick together 



By Eileen Ait Powell 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Farmers can’t harvest their 
crops, construction workers 
can’t get to their jobs, flour 
and milk are in short supply 
and money is running out. 

These are problems facing 
Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as 
the army’s blanket curfew 
stretched Friday to nine days 
and showed no sign of being 
lifted. 

The curfew has confined the 
1.7 million Palestinians to their 
homes, except for occasional 
two-or three-hour breaks to 
allow families to shop. Some 
shops have no goods on their 
shelves. 

Israeli Arab legislator Abdul 
Wahab Darawshe. appealed 
Friday to Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens to end the res- 
trictions, saying “the situation 
is deteriorating and the r terii- 
tories are boiling as a result of 
this disgusting procedure.” 
Palestinian Professor Ghas- 
san Khatib warned that if the 
curfew went on much longer 
“the shops are going to be 
empty and the pockets are 
going to be empty.” 

The army insists the curfew 
imposed at the start .of the 
allied bombing of Iraq is neces- 
sary to prevent Palestinian 
activists from causing disrup- 
tions that could aid Iraq’s war 
effort. 

“Our concern is that suppor- 


ters of Iraq — which is almost 
the totality of the Palestinian 
population in the occupied ter- 
ritories — don’t undermine our 
security,” said an army spokes- 
man, who cannot be named 
under military rules. 

Although not directly in- 
volved in the war, Israel has 
had to step up its air defences 
to counter Iraqi missile attacks 
and does not want its forces 
distracted by problems in the 
occupied territories. 

The curfew, he added, will 
continue “as long as we think 
necessary.” 

Western aid organisations 
think the restrictions have 
lasted long enough. 

The confinement “endan- 
gers the life and livelihood” of 
the Palestinians, the aid groups 
said in a joint statement read 
to reporters by Brother 
Donald Mansir of the Vati- 
can’s pontifical mission for 
Palestine. “ • v ••• ? •" 

“A significant portion of 
those Palestinians dependent 
upon daily wages have been 
unable to reach their jobs,” the 
statement said. “Should the 
curfew continue, a large seg- 
ment of the population will be 
unable to purchase the essen- 
tials necessary for subsist- 
ence.” 

The aid groups also said 
there was a critical shortage of 
animal feed and that all the 
Palestinians’ livestock is at 
risk. 

The U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency, which assists Palesti- 


nian refugees, has already be- 
gun emergency distribution of 
flour, rice, sugar and canned 
goods in four West Bank re- 
fugee camps and has plans for 
more, said UNRWA spokes- 
woman Claire Grimes. 

“The biggest problem out 
there is the uncertainty,” Ms; 
Grimes said. “We are getting 
an awful lot of worried phone 
calls. There food stocks are 
dwindling and they are worried 
about getting back to work.” 
Palestinians confined to 
their homes find themselves 
spending hours watching war 
movies on Jordan Television or 
videos passed from neighbour 
to neighbour, they say. They 
also monitor radios to find out 
how the Gulf war is going. 

“We cannot feed our fami- 
lies by listening to the news,” 
complained Abdul Fattah Abu 
Shokor, an economist from the. 
West Bank town of Nablus:- - 
He said farmers have been 
forbidden to work their fields 
and that the 110,000 Palesti- 
nians who have jobs in Israel 
may lose them for failing to i 
show up for days. 

Mohammad Zakut, secret- 
ary of the fishermen’s society 
in the Gaza Strip, said boats 
have been banned from going 
out so that fish, normally in 
copious supply, have dis- 
appeared from Gaza’s mar- 
kets. 

“There are no vegetables, 
no meat,” Zakut complained. 
“We eat only bread, olives, 
lentils and beans.” 
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2 more 
Iraqis 


three Arabs who allegedly tried 
to slip into Malaysia from Thai- 
land by boat. Officials could not 
immediately establish any links to 
extremists plans. 

In the Philippines, two Iraqi 
borthers linked to a bungled* 
bombing attempt at a U.S. cultu- 
ral centre in Manila last week 
were deported. The bombing 
attempt killed one Iraqi and in- 
jured another. 

In Lebanon, a previously un- 
known group threatened Satur- 
day to attack foreign interests to 
avenge attacks on Iraq. Several 
bombs already have exploded in 
the country, killing one, near 
locations with links to countries 
7 in the multinational forces. 

As U.S. and British officials 
warned the war would be long 
and bloody, support for the anti- 
. Iraq coalition weakened in some 
countries. 

Algerian President Chadli 
Bendjedid gave up trying to 
negotiate an end to the conflict 
and threw his support behind 
Iraq. 

Malaysia expressed worry 
Saturday that the war was ex- 
panding beyond the scope en- 
visioned by U.N. members who 
voted to allow allies to use force 
to expel Iraq from Kuwait. 

An explosion damaged a car 
outside the U.S. consulate and 
another blast blew off the door of ^ 
a Turkish-American organisation V 
in the southern Turkey city of 
Adana, Saturday, authorities 
said. No injuries were reported. 

The attacks on U.S. targets 
were the first reported in Adana, 
the main city near the strategic 
Incirlik base being used by U.S. 
warplanes bombing Iraq. 

The explosions came after 
three other attacks against orga- 
nisations with U.S. links in Istan- 
bul in the past week. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for Saturdy’s ex- 
plosions. The bombings in Istan- 
bul had been claimed by a Tur- 
kish underground leftist group, 
Dev Sol (Revolutionary Left). 
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ported the Iraqi embassy’s first finance for Gulf war 

secretary, Muwafak Ai Ani after 

linking . him to the attempted WASHINGTON ( A*P ) — conferred at least twice 
bombing of the Thomas Jefferson Kuwait’s exiled government .Kuwaiti ambassador and 
Library- in Manila’s Makati busi- pledged $13.5 billion to the U.S.- -been in touch with the 
ness district on Jan. 19. led war against Iraq Friday, bring- dors of Saudi Arabia 

One Iraqi was killed and mg to more than $22 billion in United Arab Emirates, 
another was wounded when the donations promised by allies in The contributions of 
bomb they were attempting to just two days. ’ countries last year tot: 

plant exploded prematurely. Coupled with a Japanese pledge billion. Of that, $5 bil 

Mr. Ani the Abdul Sattar of $9 billion Thursday, the Kuwaiti from Kuwait, 
brothers denied any invlovement - announcement was good news for 
in the bombing, as well as allega- the U.S. government, given the 


! finance for Gulf war 

WASH IN G TO N ( A*P ) — conferred at least twice with the 
Kuwait’s exiled government .•••-Kuwaiti ambassador and also has 
pledged $13.5 billion to the U.S.- -been in touch with the ambassa- 


tions that they were part of an 
international network. 

But they vowed to join the Iraqi 
army to fight the allied forces 
attacking their country. 

“Down, down Bush. Long live 
Saddam,” the brothers chanted as 
they were led onto the plane. 
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astronomical costs of the war and 
its emphasis on hgih-technology 
weaponry. 

U.S. officials say the war is 
costing $600 million a day 
altogether. 

Hours after the Kuwaiti 
announcement, President George 
Bush said he was “very pleased 
with the cooperation and parti- 
cipation from foreign countries” in 
financing the war. “The burden 
sharing is coming along pretty 
well,” he told reporters. . \ 


SUl jr m ’ J ust off the coast of Kuwait,” several tankers and set it alight’to virtually landlocked, 

we will have to respond as the Pentagon spokesman Pete Wil- ward off a sea attack. U.S. and Normally hot weather helps 
oil begins to move down the coast, liams said in Washington. Saudi officials said it would be evaporate oil spills but environ- 


toxic chemicals,” it said. 


dors of Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The contributions of all Gull 
countries last year totalled $12 
billion. Of that, $5 billion was 
from Kuwait. 

The U.S. government also has 
asked Germany for a substantial 
increase in its 1990 contribution of 
. $2.2 billion. Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has indicted his government 
“will continue to do everything it 
can” to support the anti-Iraq coali- 
tion. . 

There are unconfirmed reports 
that Germany is considering a $6 
billion donation. 

Mr. Baker’s spokeswoman/ 
Margaret Tutwiier, said she be- 

a1 ,', U funds pledged for 
1991 will be used to help finance 
tim war effort. Last year, $13.5 
billion of the allied donations was 


a statement issued on Tuesday by for the war. 
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landing by the U.S. allied forces U.S. and Saudi officials Friday 
fighting to end its occupation of reported that a slick about 15 
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It described the spillage as an underwater pipeline at Kuwait’s 
act of “environmental terrorism,” main oil export terminal 
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Pollution monitors along the 


coasts of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain officials said. 


Kuwait’s offshore Sea Island ter- 
minal near Mina Al Ahmadi, U.S. 


marines. But Pentagon officials 
later said the slick would have no 
effect on allied military ODera- 
tions. 
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The Church of Jcsas Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 654932. 
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St. Mary of Nazareth Church Sweifieh 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church TcJ, 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 

637440. 

De ia Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of [he Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


,7^ 5 : 7 cct °/ tllc depression which 
affected the Kingdom in the past few 
decrease gradually. Thus it 
wh be partly cloudy and a rise in 
temperatures is expected. 


Min. /max. temp. 

Amman 1/8 

Aqaba 10/17 

Deserts —1 / 7 

Jordan Valley 7 / ]5 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 6, Aqaba 15. Humidity readings: 
Amman 93 per cent, Aqaba 51 per 

Shmcisani pharmacy — 

StBSJ: 

637660 

cent. 

Dr. Mohammad Saeed 

<-) 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 

A! Sharaa’ pharmacy ........ 

275825 

WVMBm s 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Khaiil Abu Hussein .... 

(— ) ' 

NIGHT DUTY 

Khaiifeh pharmacy 

SS5417 


AMMAN: _ 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 796200 

Dr. Rizq Abu Zcin ( — ) 

Dr. Mumher a! Quraini 7762S8 

Dr. Zcin Zaghioul 638591 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy ..778336 

Ai Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Ai Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department ...... 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 63G341 : 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192, 621111, 6 37777 

Fire Brigade - 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 


Highway Police 8434Q2 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints ' 78711 1 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) I2i 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Rcpaiis 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774 m 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 825615 
Electric Power 


Company 636381 

Rj Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaDias.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital * 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Ai-Ahli.Abdab 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn 777101/3 


Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

ZARQAi 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

(bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

KBID: 

Princess Baama Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(03)314111 


MARKS? PRICES 


Vppcritowcr price in Sis per kg. 

550 <480 

Banana 500/450 

Banana (Mukammar) 45O / 40Q 

Bea 9 s 500 / 400 


SST. .. 80 

Cauliflower SIS 

SS *”** ** : 

pEEplant ^ 



>700/ 1500 

Lemon .... 

Mallow,..."";;; r^ /20 ° 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Chiion (dry) Tr*? ' 200 

Onion (ftreenl 1 220 

Okra 

Orange .... ^ 200 

pepper (hotj'::;;:;;; 

Pettier (sweet) ; 

Potato .120 / SO 

250/ 200 

Rndisfc 

Sage j 00 > 50 

spank* ^50/250 

-Tomatoes ;; 80 
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Eyewitness details misery 

l Moves underway 
to lift closure 
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of Iraqi border 


By P.V. Vive kanan d 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Intense diplomatic 
efforts were under way Saturday 
to obtain an accurate picture of 
the situation at the Iraqi. side of 
the border post with Jordan and 
to have the Iraqis lift the four-day 
closure of the crossing, official 
sources said. 

A senior Iraqi diplomat in Jor- 
dan crossed the A1 Ruwcished 
border post Saturday accompa- 
nied by Jordanian officials, wit- 
nesses reported from the frontier. 

The witnesses also said several 
tracks carrying relief supplies also 
went into Iraq from A1 
Ruweished, 3S0 kilometres 
northeast of Amman. 

U.N. sources said they were 
informed that Jordan was sending 
relief supplies to evacuees 
stranded at the Iraqi border 
awaiting the reopening of the 
border. 

“The shipments are mostly 
food. and blankets and at least 
one tanker of fuel,” one of the 
sources said (an acute shortage of 
fuel has been reported in Iraq, 
raising concern that lade of fuel 
might have hampered the evacua- 
tion of many who wanted to 
leave). 

An official at the Iraqi embassy 
here would only say that “con- 
tacts are continuing and the bor- 
der could be reopened soon, 
perhaps as early as tomorrow 
(Sunday)'* and a “senior diplo- 
mat from the embassy" had left 
for Iraq. 

The official wonld not provide 
any cine whatsoever to what 
prompted the border closure in' 
the first place. 

Senior Jordanian officials said 
the Kingdom had requested Iraq 
to lift its closure of the border. 
While they expressed optimism 
that the Iraqi post would be 
reopened soon, they did not £payp c 
any definite indication that the 
move coedd como^Sunday^-Nor - 
did they have any Scar indication j r 
of the motives fertile dosufe. - • 

“I hope they will reopen it 
since it has become a major 
humanitarian issne, with 
thousands of people suffering at 
Trebeil,” a senior official said. 

An Indian diplomat who v? 
sited Trebefl Saturday repo*- .d 
that “most people are in ve^ j 
shape” there. The diplorr . who 
preferred anonymity, sai- ae esti- 
mated the total number i f people 
stranded at the border - around 
3,000 — most of diem Jorda- 
nians, Egyptians and Sudanese 
and a few other nationals. 

“The Iraqi officials at the bor- 
der are asking for a special per- 
mission from the Iraqi interior 
ministry for everyone who wants 
to leave,” he said. “This seems to 
apply to everyone, including 
Jord anian s and other Arabs' 1 as 
well as Asians, who already have 
exit permits,” he reported. 

“TTje people are suffering real- 
ly badly in the weather,” he said. 
“Those who have vehicles are 


relatively well off since they can 
remain within the vehicles, but 
the rest — about 1,000 — do not 
have any shelter whatsover.” 

“Some of them told me they 
crawl under trucks and other 
vehicles when it starts raining,” 
he said. 

According to the diplomat, 
food is distributed among the 
people by the Jordanian Red 
Crescent and the International 
Red Cross societies. 

Trebeil is about 75 kilometres 
farther from A1 Ruweished 
across the no-man's-land between 
the two countries. 

The Indian diplomat said there 
were 51 of his countrymen at the 
border. Two other Indian groups 

— 116 nurses and 14 dependents 
and 110 construction workers — 
are presumed to have returned to 
Baghdad or Basra-wben told last 

. week that the border was closed. 

A report that the Indian nurses 

— most of them women — were 
“missing somewhere” in Iraq fol- 
lowing the ontbreak of the Gulf 
war on Jan. 17 bad created an 
uproar in India, where the gov- 
ernment came under harsh critic- 
ism for what the opposition de- 
scribed as not doing enough to 
get them out of the war theatre in 
time. 

Earlier reports have indicated 
that the Iraqis, who clamped 
down at Trebeil at midnight 
Tuesday, were wanting travellers 
into Iraq that whOe they wonld be 
permitted to enter the country 
they wonld not be permitted to 
leave. It was not known whether 
the ban on departure applied to 
diplomats. 

Evacuation from Jordan 

In Amman, International 
Organisation for Migration 
n(IOM} officials sakha- process of 
ferrying evacuees from Iran an . 
Kuwait to-. -Egypt .’for* 'on. id . 
-flights home, was streamliner) 
Saturday. ””*■ " " ~ • 

“Everyone is cooperating very 
well, and we do not envisage any 
m? : ji probter.j,” .-u ’ Peter 
F-natze.. head of the IOM mis- 
sion. in Amman. 

He said a group of 580 Viet- 
namese were headed for Aqaba 
to board a ferry for Nuweibeh, 
Egypt, later Saturday. The Viet- 
namese will be flown home 
aboard Nippon Airways planes 
from Cairo. 

Mr. Schatzer also said IOM 
was arranging charter flights from 
Aqaba for over 1,500 Sudanese 
evacuees starting Tuesday. “We 
are also hoping to arrange two 
charter flights for Asians,” he 
said. 

Around 600 Asians — Indians, 
Bangladeshis, Sri Lankans and 
Pakistanis — are housed in va- 
rious transit camps in Jordan 
after their scheduled departures 
were delayed because of the do- 
sure of Saudi airspace in the wake 
of the Golf war. 


More rain, snow 
expected today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The effects of- 
tfae low pressure and the severely 
cold polar air mass are not yet 
over; and more snow, rain and 
cold weather is expected in the 
Kingdom Sunday, according to 
the Meteorological Department. 

A department spokesman told 
the Jordan Times that the south- 
era regions of the country, which 
received snowfall in the past two 
days, were expected to receive 
more, bat less intense snowfall 
Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning bat other areas would 
receive scattered rain. 

The snow was between 30 to 70 
centimetres deep in the highlands 
of Shobak and Taffieh areas 
bloc king transport, the spokes- 
man noted. 


He said that the polar air mass 
would continue to affect the 
country Sunday with maximum 
temperatures rising to eight Cel- 
sius, up from five Saturday, while 
the temperatures at night were 
expected to drop to zero. He said 
that these temperatures, were be- 
low normal average for this time 
of the year. 

By Sunday, the spokesman 

added, the severity of the low 
atmospheric pressure would start 
to diminish as the cold front 
moves eastwards towards Iraq. 

Department director, Ali 
Abanda, told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that more snow- 
fall was expected in the week, 
probably Friday, but as from 
Tuesday tbe Kingdom was ex- 


pected to receive more rain in 
most regions. 

Ministry of Agriculture's 
Secretary-General Ssfim Sunnaa 
Friday issued an appeal to far- 
mers to plant olive and other fruit 
trees and said that this was the 
most suitable time for planting. 

The Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) Saturday announced 
that roads within the Taffleh, 
Shobak and Maan regions in the 
south, Irbid in the north and 
Ruweished and Badia regions in 
tire east were either totally or 
partially blocked by snow. The 
PSD warned of poor visibility 
along the roads in general and 
those lying in areas with snowfall 
in particular. 

A report on the amounts of 
rain that has fallen in tbe King- 
dom up to Saturday morning said 
some areas of Tafileh goverao- 
rate received tbe highest level — 
a total of 72 millimetres, while 
Aqaba in the south received only 
one mfllrmetre. 

Reports from tbe snow affected 
areas said chat civil defence bull- 
dozers were at work Saturday, 
reopening the blocked road. No 
damages to property were re- 
ported so far. 

In the meantime. Water and 
Irrigation Minister. Saad Stout 
S aturday visited Irbid govemo- 
rate and *' oniM ^ with Governor 
Fayez Abbadi the water situation 
in Irbid areas and preparations to 
deal with emergency situations 
resulting from rain and snowfall. 


Gulf war paralyses 
shipping to Aqaba 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's shipping 
sector, that received a blow dur- 
ing tbe five and a half months of 
embargo aginst Iraq, is still suf- 
fering especially after the out- 
break of the war in the Gulf. 

According to shipping sources, 
the port of Aqaba has been total- 
ly deserted since the start of the 
war on Jan. 17. “I can’t really teD 
whether the ships are being inter- 
cepted at £he Than Straits or not, 
because the port of Aqaba is 
totally deserted,” Rndayn 
Kawar, of the Amin Kawar Ship- 
ping Company told the Jordan 
Times. 

He also added that the only 
ship that had come to the port of 
Aqaba since the outbreak of the 
war, was an empty vessel that 
arrived Friday to load clinker (the 
raw' material for cement). “The 
ship was not searched because it 
was already empty,” Kawar said. 

Throughout the crisis, the 
shipping sector of Jordan has 
been hard hit by the United 
Nations embargo against Iraq. 
According to shipping officials 
this embargo was also enforced 
against Jordan, even after the 
Americans bad conceded that 
Jordan was abiding with the 


embargo on Iraq. 

Despite actions ahd pleas made 
by the Shipping Agents Associa- 
tion in Jordan to the international 
organisations and to media repre- 
sentatives, the “harrassment” of 
Jordan-bound vessels continued. 

“Now (after the outbreak of 
the war) we are faced with a 
problem of getting ships to come 
to Aqaba,” Kawaar added ex- 
plaining that ship owners are 
avoiding the port of Aqaba be- 
cause of the fear of war. and of 
tbe high cost of insurance on 
ships. “Tbe insurance on the ship 
has gone up from 0.25 per cent to 
a minimum of 2.5 per cent, or 
according to tbe price set by 
Lloyd's Insurance Company 
(largest insurance broker on ships 
and planes),” Kawar said. For 
example, if the value of the ship is 
$10 million, then the customer 
must pay in insurance dose to 
$250,000 for a week's stay in the 
port of Aqaba, Kawar said. 

“The American-led forces at 
the Tiran Straits are still applying 
the embargo against Iraq,” 
Kawar said, adding that two ships 
are expected to come to Aqaba 
on the 28th of January. ‘The 
search will go on but we still don’t 
know whether our ships will be 
able to pass through to Aqaba,” 
Kawar said. 


Jaljouli, Atiqa review 
situation of Gulf 
refugees in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Health Minis- 
ter Adnan Jaljouli and U.N. resi- 
dent representative in Jordan, Alt 
Atiqa, Saturday reviewed the 
Gulf war refugee situation and 
services offered to the evacuees 
arriving m the Kingdom from 
Iraq. 

Present at the meeting was a 
regional representative of the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO'', Jibril Ashour, who will 
.accompany Dr. Jaljonli on a tour 
of evacuee camps Sunday to 
.udy tbe conditions there. 

The Jordanian authorities, in ■ 
i Conjunction *- With - * international • 
- orgamsatioftsj and ' • tfc& Jordan 
'National -Red Crescent Society ‘ 
and the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), have 
setup several camps to house the 
evacuees at Azraq and 
Ruweished . 

A spokesman for one of these 
organisations, the United Nations 
Disaster and Relief Organisation 
(UNDRO), said in a statement in 
Geneva Saturday that 7,000 eva- 
cuees are now being housed in 
the camps in Jordan and intensive 
efforts are being made to raise 
contributions of food supplies 
and medicine from various na- 
tions to help them. 

He said that arrangements are 
also being made to repatriate the 
foreign nationals now residing in 
evacuee camps in the kingdom. 

According to the UNDRO offi- 
cial, the Japanese government 
has placed four aircraft at the 
United Nations disposal to re- 
patriate 2,000 Vietnamese and 
Filipinos among those evacuees 
in Jordan. 

According to the French news 
agency, AFP, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has 
been intensifying its services to 
the evacuees in Jordan. 

Jordan has agreed to open its 
borders for the evacuees coming 
from Kuwait and Iraq following a 


pledge by U.N. organisations to 
provide the country with com- 
pensation for the expenses incur- 
red in the process of caring for 
tbe evacuees over the past 
months. 

The question of humanitarian 
assistance for the evacuees was 
among the topics discussed Satur- 
day by the general assembly of 
the Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society, (JNRCS) which met 
under the chairmanship of Dr. 
Ahmad Abn Qonra. 

- The assembly heard a report by 
JNRCS Deputy-Preside'nt 
Mohammad AT Hadid onCthe 
atuafion ip th? evacuee camgs and 
the'- emergency teams set up to 
provide assistance to camp resi- 
dents. 

A statement following the 
meeting said that tbe assembly 
voiced its appreciation of the 
dose cooperation displayed by 
tire ICRC and other humanita- 
rian organisations in the course of 
providing assistance to the eva- 
cuees and Iraqi people in con- 
junction with the Iraqi Red Cres- 
cent Society. 

The assembly, in particular, 
thanked the Red Cross sodeties 
in Holland, Sweden, Norway, 
Belgium, Iceland, Spain. Fin- 
land, Denmark, Germany. Italy. 
France, Greece, Switzerland, 
Britain, Austria and Thailand for 
their cooperation and assistance 
to the evacuees through the 
JNRCS. 

According to news reports 
Saturday, at least 5,000 Gulf war 
refugees are now gathered at the 
Iraqi side of the border with 
Jordan, awaiting its reopening to 
come here. They had been wait- 
ing at tbe border for the past four 
days, according to these reports. 

Earlier reports said that 12,000 
people bad fled Iraq and Kuwait 
since the bombing raids started 
on Jan. 17. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Senate panel discusses Gulf war 

AMMAN (Petra) — The foreign affairs committee of the Upper 
House of Parliament held a meeting Saturday under the chair- 
manship of House Speaker Ahmad AJ Lawzi. The committee's 
rapporteur, Hamad A1 Farhan, said the committee discussed the 
latest developments in the Golf war and voiced condemnation of 
the brutality of the attack by the U.S. and the allied forces on 
Iraq. Tbe committee, Farhan said, stressed the need for Arabs 
and Muslims to stop this aggression. According to Farhan, the 
committee decided to hold a meeting soon to be attended by 
Foreign Minister Taher A1 Masri to discuss the possible ways 
Jordan can contribute to ending hostilities in the Gulf. 

Gas masks need checking 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department (CDD) 
Saturday asked merchants selling gas masks to offer the masks for 
examination at the CDD which will also check their compliance 
with the specifications set by the department. The CDD also 
asked all citizens not to buy gas masks unless they were examined 
and licensed by the department. 

Zarqa officials review economic situation 

ZARQA (Petra) — A symposium was held Saturday at Zarqa 
Chamber of Commerce to discuss the economic situation in the 
goveraorate in the Hght of the present circumstances prevailing in 

the region. Taking part in the symposium were Zarqa Governor 
Mohammad Hussein A1 Shobaki, Zarqa Chamber of Commerce 
President Ibrahim Taqiddine as well as directors of banks and 
factories in the goveraorate. Tbe symposium urged factory 
owners not to dismiss employees no matter what the errtu inst- 
ances were, and to continue the production process. 


Masri heads to Tehran today 

Jordan, Iran to bolster ties, 
discuss situation in Gulf area 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Sun- 
day embarks on new moves to 
bolster its ties with Iran and boost 
current attempts to convene an 
Islamic conference to discuss the 
situation in tbe Gulf region. 

Foreign Minister Taher A1 
Masri who is leaving for Tehran 
Sunday said on the eve of the visit 
that it was aimed at speeding up 
the process of ambassadors' ex- 
change between Jordan and Iran 
following this month's announce- 
ment of the restoration of ties 
between the two countries after a 
break of 10 years. 

“The Jordanian foreign minis , 
try win take all the necessary 
measures to speed up this process 
and to reopen Ir anian and Jorda- 
nian embassies in Amman and 
Tehran,” the minis ter said on the 
eve of the trip. 

Masri said he was carrying a 
written message from His Majes- 
ty King Hussein to Iran's Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani, and be 


would hold talks with Ir anian 
government officials. 

Masri described the visit as 
acquiring a special nature due to 
the ongoing events in tbe Gulf 
and tbe dangers facing the Middle 
East. 

“The devastating Gulf war that 
is being waged against Iraq is 
putting Jordan and Iran in some 
sort of an identical situation; and 
therefore the two have to partici- 
pate in numerous political and 
diplomatic activities,” be minister 
said. 

“Iran is a large country and a 
regional power that is facing a 
huge foreign military power 
which Iranians feel might 
threaten their country's present 
and future national security,” 
Masri said. 

He added that Jordan, which 
guards the longest confrontation 
lines with Israel, was facing the 
Israeli ambitions designs in Jor- 


dan and the neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

“It seems there is a general 
consensus between Jordan and 
Iran towards working for a cease- 
fire in the Golf war and open the 
way for diplomatic activities 
which hitherto have not been 
given ample chance to work, the 
minister pointed out. 

Masri said that his visit to 
Iranian capital underlines the 
great importance Jordan attaches 
to the bilateral relations which 
should be strong and founded on 
a sound base. 

Referring to the efforts to con- 
vene an Is lami c conference, Mas- 
ri said that this would come up at 
the discussions in Tehran. 

“The conference which was 
called for by Iran should be 
aimed at defusing tbe crisis and 
ending the war, and ample prepa- 
rations are needed for it,” the 
minister noted. 


This is essential if the Islamic 
nation is to adopt a unified stand 
which can help stop the devastat- 
ing war, Masri added. 

Jordan earlier announced its 
acceptance of an Iranian call for 
an emergency meeting by tbe 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIQ to discuss an end to 
the war. 

But according to Masri in a 
statement to Monte Carlo radio 
Saturday noon, a number of 
countries, specially the United 
- States, oppose any meeting at the 
international Level to discuss an 
end to tbe war and insist on Iraq 
leaving Kuwait first. 

However, Iran needs the back- 
ing of two thirds of OICs 46 
members so that the meeting can 
take place. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, a number of 
senior foreign ministry officials 
will accompany Masri on the 
visit. 


Jordan walks economic tightrope 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan is re- 
lying on foreign aid and its over- 
seas reserves to ride out an eco- 
nomic crisis caused by five 
months of turmoil in the Gulf, 
Finance Minister BasS Jardaneh 
said Saturday. 

“The situation now is very cri- 
tical," he told Reuters. “But be- 
cause reserves are appropriate 
and further fxnanical support 
from the international commun- 
ity is expected that will give the 
economy a reasonable breathing 
space.” 

He said Jordan had lost most of 
its exports, the key transportation 
and agricultural sectors were 
seriously hurt and real gross 


domestic product — all goods and 
services from the private and 
public sector after allowing for 
inflation — had declined by eight 
per cent in the five months since 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

But he said the thousands of 
Jordanian workers forced to re- 
turn home from the Gulf had 
given short-term help because 
they had pumped the money they 
bad saved back into the economy. 

A European Community grant 
expected soon would provide 
further economic support, he 
said. 

Monetary sources said the Fi- 
nance Ministry was expecting ab- 
out ($207 million) from the Com- 


munity. Jordan had budgeted for 
$150 milli on in foreign grants 
during 1991. 

Jardaneh wonld not put a fi- 
gure on Jordan’s foreign reserves 
but some economists have esti- 
mated the current total at about 
$600' million. 

The minister said be did not 
expect a rise in inflation, which 
reached 9.5 per cent last year. 

Baghdad's invasion of Kuwait 
deprived Jordan of its biggest 
export market after it began com- 
plying with a U.N. trade embargo 
against Iraq. Exports to other 
markets have been hart by a 
Western naval blockade on the 
port of Aqaba to monitor Jorda- 


nian adherence to the sanctions. 

In another development, gov- 
ernment sources said Saturday 
that Saudi Arabia, which last 
year stopped oil supplies and 
barred Jordanian imports in an- 
ger at Amman’s sympathy with 
Baghdad, had stopped Jordanian 
tracks crossing its territory since 
the start of the war. 

The sources said the move, 
made while Riyadh allowed Tur- 
kish and Syrian trucks to cross its' 
territory, had severed access to 
the United Arab Emirates for 
Jordanian fruits and vegetables. 

“We are not able to ship any- 
thing by track," one source said. 


Saudis deny entry to Jordanians 


Schools 

reopen 

tomorrow 

AMMAN -(JiT.) -i- More than a 
million students will go back to 
school Monday, at the start of the 
second semester of tire 1990-1991 
scholastic year, and they will be 
oriented on public safety matters, 
according to Ministry of Educa- 
tion officials Saturday. 

Hie students of the public and 
private schools, the officials said, 
would be trained on taking shel- 
ter during air raids and to carry 
out other essential tasks in times 
of emergency. 

Earlier, Education Minister 
Abdullah AJ Akaileh chaired a 
meeting to discuss preparations 
for the second school term, which 
ends in June, and told directors of 
education that they should urge 
students to rise to the level of 
national responsiblity and to be 
alert and cooperative and to 
avoid rash actions. 

He urged the educational su- 
pervisors and beads of depart- 
ments to orient the students on 
the various political develop- 
ments and to advocate national 
unity. - 

According to the officials who 
spoke after the meeting, teachers 
and supervisors would be enlight- 
ening students on means of help- 
ing the armed forces and security 
men in safe guarding the conn- 
try’s stability and security. 

They said that the students 
would be guided in their task by a 
working paper prepared by the 
Ministry of .Education’s guidance 
committee. 

Students would be going back 
to school following a 21-day mid 
year holiday that followed gener- 
al mid-year examinations. 

Studies have resumed at Jorda- 
nian universities Saturday. A 
spokesman for the University of 
Jordan said that the university’s 
14 faculties were reopened and 
20,000 male and female .students , 
were resuming normal studies. 

Yarmouk University said that 
its 13,000 students were attending 
classes as usual while Jordan Uni- 
versity for Science and Technolo- 
gy said that its 3,000 students 
were resuming second semester. 

47 Spaniards 
leave for Syria 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An informed 
source at the Spanish embassy in 
Amman has said that 47 Spanish 
nationals left Amman for Damas- 
cus Friday. 

Agence France Presse (AFP) 
quoted the embassy official as 
saying the Spaniards, all females 
married to Jordanians, were 
heading to Madrid aboard a 
Spanish aircraft. 

The number of Spanish nation- 
als staying in Amman now is 150 
people, AFP said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanians 
are among nationals from five 
Arab countries who are banned 
from entering Saadi Arabia even 
though they might carry visas, 
according to ' Agence : ' France 
r Presse (AFP) : 

r The agency,' quoting official 
Jordanian sources, said that 
Jordanians, Iraqis, Yemenis, 
Sudanese and Palestinians were 
not allowed to enteT Saudi terri- 
tory until further notice. 

It said that the Saudi author- 
ities have circulated the ban order 
to all airlines to implement the 
new regulations and to shoulder 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An eight- 
member multinational group rep- 
resenting the London-based Gulf 
Peace Team, Saturday called on 
the representative of the Aposto- 
lic delegation in Amman Monsig- 
nor Raouf Najjar, and handed 
him a message addressed to His 
Holiness Pope John Paul n. 

The group, called on the Pope 
to ask for an immediate 48-hour 
ceasefire for humanitarian pur- 
poses in tbe Gulf. 

The group told Dr. Najar that 
the population of Iraq was con- 
stantly under threat by the air 
raids, and therefore a ceasefire 
was needed at once for humanita- 
rian reasons. 

The group asked that the Pope 
make contacts with presidents 
George Bush and Saddam Hus- 
sein through diplomatic channels 
in order to bring about a cessa- 
tion of hostilities. 

In their appeal, the group 
members said that 14 of their 
colleagues were eyewitnesses in 
Baghdad between Jan. 17 and 21, 
and saw the sufferings of civilian 


Water 

(Continued from page 1) 

the oO slick by bombing two Iraq 
tankers last Tuesday. 

Saudi officials said the oil was 
still Bowing and the slick was 
moving down the Gulf at a rate of 
20 kilometers a day. 

The United States has con- 
vened a team of experts to fight 
the sea of oil which a Kuwaiti 
minister said was growing at the 
rate of 100,000 barrels (4.2 to S.4 
million gallons) a day. 

“Cleaning up oil spills is diffi- 
cult enough in peacetime, im- 
agine... in wartime,” Minister of 
State Abdul Rahman AJ A wadi 

told reporters. 

On the Saudi coast, offi cials 
deployed booms at intake chan- 
nels of desalination plants at 
Jubail which supply about three- 
quarters of die dr inking water for 
the capital, Riyadh. The king- 
dom's plants produce some 500 
million gallons. 


any responsibility for any viola- 
tion of the decision. 

Saudi Arabia earlier stopped 
all oil supplies to Jordan, termin- 
ated the services of 19 Jordanian 
pilots seconded by the Royal 
Jordanian to Saudia for five 
years, and reduced tbe staff of the, 
Jordanian embassy in Riyadh in 
an apparent retaliation for Jor- 
dan's condemnation of the pre- 
sence of foreign troops in the 
Arabian Peninsula. 

Furthermore, Jordanian ex- 
ports to Saudi Arabia and those 
heading for the Gulf region 
through Saudi territories were 


population on whose behalf they 
now appeal for a trace. 

Attached to their appeal to the 
Pope, the group outlined the 
following observations. 

— In the first days of war, an 
aerial bombardment resulted in 
the destruction of the public wa- 
ter supply, power station, civilian 
airport, and telecommunications. 

— The destruction of com- 
munication towers, a power plant 
and government buildings by 
guided missiles. 

— The bombardment of an oil 
refinery with a subsequent mas- 
sive fire and persistent cloud of 
heavy black smoke. 

— Damage to civilian 
businesses around a targeted 
communications station within 
the city. 

— Apartment buildings des- 
troyed by bombing with windows 
blown out in the vicinity and 
sightings of other damage to civi- 
lian structures. 

— Closure of businesses, pub- 
lic schools and the University of 
Baghdad. 


“We are monitoring the situa- 
tion but the only thing we can do 
so far is put protective booms 
around sensitive areas like de- 
salination plans, power plants 
and the water intake channels at 
oil refineries,” said one official. 

At other Saudi plants and those 
of the centra] Gulf states of 
Bahrain and Qatar, protective 
equipment had been made ready 
for use although the plants were 
not yet threatened, industry 
sources said. 

The United Arab Emirates, 
which was the longest coastline 
on the southwestern side of the 

Gulf, said it was carrying out 
surveys of the waters. 

Nearly 1,000 kilometres away 
from the source of the oB, Oman, 
at the head of the narrow, shal- 
low waterway, said it was also 
taking precautions. 

U.S. analysts said the black sea 
already contained six million bar- 
rels (252 million gallons) of crude 

which conld make the spill the 


stopped and track drivers were 
re|x>rtedly harassed by Saudi bor- 
der police. 

Jordan’s ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia, Nasser A1 Bataineh, who 
returned to Amman last Septem- 
ber . following signs of strained 
relations is still here. 

According to the ambassador, 
□early 200,000 Jordanian expatri- 
ates are working in Saudi Arabia 
but a number of them who bad 
returned to Jordan told the Jor- 
dan limes they are now cut off 
from their relatives and families 
and businesses as a result of the 
new Saudi Arabian ban. 


— Critical shortages of water 
for drinking and sanitation. We 
had no water in the last two days. 
Bottled water was not available. 

— Without running water, 
electricity, telephone service and 
petrol, together with unpredict- 
able bombing, normal activity in 
the dty has ceased. As a result of 
this, families were forced to con- 
vert homes into bomb shelters, 
storing water and food, taping 
windows, and using car batteries 
for power. 

— The net effect of these 
military actions has resulted in a 
r is against the civilian popula- 
tion of Baghdad. 

— On our trip from Baghdad 
to Amman we rode with a bus- 
load of refugees. On the border 
of Iraq we saw several hundred 
refugees camping in cars and 
buses or sleeping on the ground 
in below freezing temperatures. 
In Jordan we visited a refugee 
camp where the directors in- 
formed us there were severe shor- 
tages of food, blankets, mattres- 
ses and money. 


world’s biggest. 

But Saudi officials said they 
believed the oil was only three 
millimetres thick, which meant it 
might be manageable. 

One Saudi official said: “We're 
not sure of the quantity yet but 
information as of last night indi- 
cated it doesn't exceed one mil- 
lion barrels (42 million gallons).” 

A spokesman for a regional 
pollution monitoring body also 
said between 500,000 to one mil- 
lion barrels of crude had poured 
into the Gulf so far. 

Industry executives said twin 
desalination plants at Jubail, 
which pump 240,000 gallons of 
drinking water a day to Riyadh, 
might have to shut down to pre- 
vent crude from being sucked in 

and damaging delicate machin- 
ery. 

“The breakwater openings to 
the desalination planes are well 
protected bat the magnitude of 
the spill may mean they will have 
to shut down the plant,” said one. 


Peace team describes sufferings, 
asks Pope to help bring ceasefire 
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Confounding 

‘amazement’ 


AMAZE is a verb used to show or cause astonishment, to fill 
with bewilderment or wonder. In a statement be made to the, 
press a couple of days ago, U.S. President George Bush 
employed the word to describe his feelings towards the Iraqi 
president. “Saddam continues to amaze the world,” Bosh said, 
giving examples first he (Saddam) fires Send missiles against 
“innocent'’ Israel; then he parades allied airmen on television; 
and now he releases oil into die waters of the Golf. 

Just bow amazed George Bush is by the progress of his war 
against Iraq, we do not really know. To ns, how e ver, the 
amazement is limited to the degree at which the U.S. 
president’s understanding of events in the region stops. 

Smrley the Americans had heard that Iraq was expecting and 
preparing for an American-led attack soon after the Jan. 15 
deadline. The U.S. most have also taken note of repeated Iraqi 
statements that Baghdad would retaliate against Israel it and 
when that attack came. 

With this in mind, why Bush, and the rest of the world that 
be claims to represent and lead, should be amazed by the sight 
of Send missiles Calling on Tel Aviv and other Israeli cities is 
beyond oar comprehension. If toe president and his adminis- 
tration chose to believe that toe Iraqis would leave their 
missiles to be sitting docks for aerial bombardment, or elected 
not to believe that Saddam Hnssein would make good on his 
threats and promises, then that is America's problem. No room 
for amazement or amusement here. 

What can be less of a problem for toe Bosh, administration, 
though, is the parading^ their and other airmen captured by 
Iraq after Jan. 16 and holding them away Grom toe theatre of 
operations. Bnt this dogs, not me&i That the Americans should 
have been astonished OFTbewflderecTby the Iraqi action. The 
Iraqis are fighting for their own and country’s survival. You do 
.not expect them to be gentle and kind with those who have 
come to destroy them. And yon do not wait for them to observe 

and rpspprt inte rnational mnvpntiftm if Hiwr mmiHi An nnl do 

the same thing. Hodling the pilots in an area outside the war 
zone was and still is simply im possible because there has not 
been a single inch of Iraqi te rr itory tint is not considered a 
target of attack by die U.S. and its military coalition. Little 
apprehension, and «ome thinking, may be in order here. Bnt 
definitely not amazement. 

As to the ecological disaster that so many statesmen and 
scientists expected to follow from any war in the Golf, it seems 
that the Americans did not want to hear about it. The U.S. had 
every chance (and all the means) to listen and heed repeated 
warnings of an impending environmental tragedy when hostiti- 
tks started. The fact that Washington chose to ignore those 
warnings, or worse stiD be responsible for perpetrating the 
duster, does not so much call for amazement as sorrow and 
repentance. 

George Bosh does not need the use of any more verbs to 
continue misleading public opinion in America and worldwide. 
He is better off looking for deeds that would put an end to the 
mad and pointless war he has started. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE Iraqi missile attacks on Israel have removed the masks from 
the faces of European nations which are now sending emissaries 
to occupied Palestine to express sympathy with the Jewish state, 
said A1 Ra’I Arab! daily Saturday. These emissaries have offered 
to give Israel additional help a*. ' ive condemned attacks coming 
from Iraq, but they totally ignored the Palestine question and the 
plight of the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation and 
oppression, the paper noted. The Iraqi missiles seem to hare 
offered these Europeans the chance to remove their masks and to 
offer in the open what they have been giving in secret to the 
Jewish state, bolstering its occupation of Arab lands and 
enhancing its capabilities to maintain oppression, the paper 
added. The Europeans should realise that it was Israel which 
brought about the Iraqi missile attacks simply because of its 
adamant refusal to withdraw its forces from occupied Palestinian 
land and its continued atrocities against the Palestinians, the 
paper noted. None of the voices now raised in the West has been 
strong enough to demand that Israel should withdraw from 
Palestine and open the door for a lasting settlement, bnt all the 
voices are not condemning Iraq and helping the Israeli aggressors 
to maintain their occupation of Palestine, the paper continued. It 
said that Washington ought to remember that pressuring the 
Europeans to send emissaries to Israel and to offer help can be of 
no use, and that only through a brave decision to stop the raids on 
Iraq and to open negotiations can the problem be solved. 


Sawt A1 Shaab Arabic daily said Saturday that ten days have 
elapsed since the start of the ongoing aggression on Iraq, but the 
air raids launched by the unholy alliance have failed to achieve 
any military result except to destroy civilian and commercial 
centres in Iraq, this is why President Bush and his senior military 
aides have been disappointed, and that is why they have been 
issuing contradictory statements about the situation in the Gulf, 
the paper said. It noted that the American commanders have 
openly admitted committing miscalculations and made wrong 
estimates concerning the Iraqi armed forces, and have admitted 
that they are now involved in a long war in which many setbacks 
were expected. Furthermore, the delay in launching the ground 
battle on Iraq reflects the fear among there commanders and their 
troops of the high casualty figure they would be admitting to the 
American public which is now expressing total discontent and 
anger over the war, the paper noted. It said that American and 
European observers believe that the American president’s fears 
are now focused on the prospect of his political defeat before the 
American public, and for this reason U.S. media and official 
information services have been feeding die world with fake 
military victories which are also needed to raise the morale of the 
U.S.-led forces in the Gulf. 


Gulf crisis stokes Germans’ fear of 

war in a changing world 


By Tom Henegban 
Reuter 


BONN — When a popular Ger- 
man television announcer 
appeared on screen in a safari 
suit last week, the station's 
switchboard lit up with calls. 

“We can't stand uniforms at a 
time like this,” dozens of 
anguished viewers complained. 

Although Germany has no 
soldiers in the Golf, the war has 
sparked peace protests in what 
used to be the most militaristic 
country in Europe. 

Hundreds of thousands of de- 
monstrators have clogged the 
streets, packed prayer services 
and pickett ed military bases 
around Germany in the week 
since the war began. 

A leading television journalist 
confessed to viewers: “Tin 
afraid. ” Another urged troops to 
desert. A few days later, several 
soldiers said on camera they 
might do exactly that. 

Reluctant to buck the strong 
anti-war trend, Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl stubbornly made it 
“business as usual" in sleepy 
Bonn, as if hoping he could wish 


the war away. 

Only when criticism of Ger- 
many’s stance reached a dimax' 
— wife fee NATO allies casting 
doubt in Bonn's long-term re- 
liability and Turkey saying the 
Germans were too rich to care 
about others — did Kohl move 
to limit the damage. 

He sent 18 fighter jets to boost 
Ankara's defences, but refused 
to take a stand in the agonised 
- public debate that followed over 
how Germany could prevent 
being dragged into the war if 
Turkey were attacked by Iraq. 

Kohl’s dearest statement on 
the war so far is that he will not 
send bis troops to fight — and 
here he has Bonn's 1949 con- 
stitution, which bans deploy- 
ment of German troops outside 
fee NATO area, to back him up. 

Although be has given money 
to fee allies and pledged more, 
he has ducked from telling Ger- 
mans they will probably have to 
pay more taxes, a major obses- 
sion in this country. 

Political analysts ask what has 
happened to the dynamic nation 
everybody applauded when it 
was reunified last year. 


“It seems as if the Kohl gov- 
ernment used up aQ its powers of 
imagination in 1990, the year of 
Germany,’* Theo Sommer, one 
of the country’s leading com- 
mentators, wrote in Die Zeit. 

“Every political issue, no mat- 
ter how large, becomes a small- 
minded tax problem. The gov- 
ernment says nothing, does no- 
thing and does not know what it 
wants to do.” 

- Karl Kaiser, of the German 
Institute for Foreign Affairs, 
agreed his country was not ad- 
justing to the new world around 
it. “It’s hard for fee Germans, 
with the history they have, to 
change quickly,” he said. 

“We in Germany still can’t 
understand that we have new 
responsibilities, now that the 
East-West conflict is over and 
United Germany has emerged as 
one of the biggest and richest 
democracies in the West.” 

Saying Bonn's allies suspected 
Germany of keeping out of the 
war for selfish reasons, Kaiser 
warned: “I think German fore- 
ign policy is building up a debt 
feat will take a long time to pay 
off." 


One diplomat from the allied 
country commented: “My God, 
even the Bangladeshis have sent 
troops to the Gulf. Even neutral 
Sweden has medics there. We 
don’t expect Germans to go and 
fight but can’t they do anything 
more to support us?” 

Eager to shed its militaristic 
past. West Germany has focused 
its defence for decades on ward- 
ing off a Soviet attack. 


Even that was too much for 
many Germans — young and old 
— who said the horrors of the 
Third Reich and World War n 
meant Germany must have no- 
thing to do with war ever again. 

But unification and the Gulf 
crisis, said Munich's Sueddeuts- 
che Zeitung in a scathing edito- 
rial, have shattered the dream 
many bad feat their country 
Could be the “biggest Switzer- 
land in the world.” 

Only half in jest, another 
Bonn diplomat said: “This is 
what you get when you tell 
Germans for 40 years feat they 
are terrible militaristic people. 
They turn around and become 
terrible pacifists.” 


Scud missiles destroy 
belief in a short war 


By David Lawsky 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Iraq's scud 
missiles have been unable to 
destroy much except the idea 
that fee Gulf war might be won 
very quickly. 

Public opinion polls show an 
expectation feat the war will be 
longer than many people 
thought initially. 

Officials, too. seem to have 
revised some early estimates. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney, who said days before 
fee war started that he would not 
expect it to last months, now 
thinks it could last that long. 

“It could conceivably be 
weeks, could conceivably be 
months,” he told Cable .News . 
Network televison on Monday. 
“I don't expect anything longer 
than that." 

That appeared to be a leng- 
thening of Cheney's time esti- 
mate for fee war since a televi- 


sion appearance on the Public 
Broadcasting System Jan. 11, 
when he told an interviewer: 
“My own personal view is that 
it is not the kind of thing that 
would drag on for 3 long period 
of time.’* Asked to define a 
“long period of time,” Cheney 
replied: 


“A matter of months ... the 
notion that this would be a long 
drawn-out affair I don't think is 
a valid one." 

Public opinion has also 
changed. 

The day after allied bombing 
began on Jan. 16, 40 per cent of 
those interviewed in the CBS- 
New York Times poll said they 
thought the war- would be over in 
a few .weeks. 


Gulf region. 

Cheney said the administra- 
tion will put the safety of the 
troops ahead of quick victory. 

“I think it’s more important 
for us to be driven by considera- 
tions of minimising our own 
casualties as we achieve our 
objectives than it is to try to 
meet some artificial deadline.” 
he told NBC television on Mon- 
day. 


That may translate into a lon- 
ger air war and a delay of send- 
ing ground troops against a 
heavily entrenched Iraqi army 
occupying Kuwait. 

Cheney said the Iraqi army 
has displayed .“no offensive 
.^apabiiity.".-buL-its- cole. is. of 
“course to' defend KpraiL '“j 


briefers have made no claims 
recently about how complete fee 
damage may be to the Iraqi army 
feat is holding Kuwait. 

While it appeared in the first 
24 hours of the war that air 
attacks might have nearly knock- 
ed out the Iraqi capacity to 
counter-attack, the launching of 
scud missiles has blunted that 
belief. 

On Tuesday, Iraq fired six 
missiles at Saudi Arabia, one of 
them in a daylight strike at the 
main U.S. war base. 

Patriot defensive missiles were 
able to bring down those that 
appeared 1 likely to cause dam- 
age, but fog and low cloud ham- 


pered allied bombeisVattempts 
to hit 'Bade ' 


But, according to a poll in 
Tuesday’s edition of the New 
York Times, by Sunday only half 
that number were optimistic of a 
swift end to hostilities in fee 


Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein said in a speech broadcast 
on Sunday that he is keeping 
much of his military in reserve. 

U.S. Defence Department 


About, .1,100 missions .were 
flown oh Monday, well down on 
the 2,000-a-day average during 
the opening days of operation 
desert storm, launched on 
Thursday. 


Bases in Australia play key 
role in Gulf satellite war 


By wllson Da SOva 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — The Australian out- 
back may be thousands of miles 
away from fee Gulf war, but 
military bases there are playing a 
vital role in the allies' high-tech 
battle against Iraq, defence ex- 
perts say. 

Australian-U.S. bases in fee 
remote interior use spy satellites 
high above the Gulf to detect 
Iraq's Scud missile launches and 
are able within a minute to warn 
the allies of the attacks. 

“The satellites help pinpoint 
where a Scud launch came from, 
and would be used to identify fee 
site (in Iraq) for allied fighters 
and bombers to strike,” said 
military analyst William Maley at 
the Australian Defence Force 
Academy in Canberra. 

The bases monitor a constant 
stream of data of from fee esti- 
mated 15 satellites either posi- 
tioned above fee Gulf or malting 
orbital passes over fee area. 


The most important base is 
Nurrungar, 500 kilometres north- 
west of Adelaide and operated 
jointly by Australia and the U.S. 
air force, said professor Desmond 
Ball, bead of fee Strategic and 
Defence Studies Centre at fee 
Australian National University. 

Nurrungar collects images from 
U.S. DSP (Defence Support 
Programme) satellites, which use 
an infra-red telescope to detea 
the exhaust plumes of Scuds dur- 
ing ascent, and within a minute 
relay the information to U.S. 
commanders in Saudi Arabia.' 

In the Iraqi missile attack on 
Tel Aviv on Tuesday, which kil- 
led three Israelis and wounded 
about 100. defence analysts say 
the five-minute flight from West- 
ern Iraq would have left the allies 
with about four minutes warning. 

The DSP satellites can narrow 
the launch source to within five 
kilometres and are believed to 
have detected 266 launches dur- 
ing the eight-year war between 


Iran and Iraq. 

They also carry television 
cameras to follow fee missile 
trajectory to confirm the satel- 
lite’s infra-red alrarm, and can be 
used to monitor large military 
movements. 

Two DSP satellites are be- 
lieved to be positioned over fee 
Gulf, the experts say. 

Pine Gap, a base 20 kilometres 
outside of Alice Springs and run 
by Australia and the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency, eavesdrops 
on military and civilian com- 
munications in Iraq via satellites. 

The allies are believed to be 
using three satellites for this task. 

Other satellites in lower orbits 
and closer to fee action are be- 
lieved to be monitoring the suc- 
cess of allied bombings and keep- 
ing tabs on Iraqi troop move- 
ments. 

“If counted together (the 
bases') contribution to the war 
would be more substantial than 
Australia's commitment of three 


naval vessels,” said Ball, consi- 
dered an authority on fee bases. 

Australia has a guided missile 
frigate, a destroyer and a supply 
ship in the Golf and medical 
teams aboard hospital ships. 

Officially, fee Australian gov- 
ernment says base operations are 
secret and releases little informa- 
tion about their activity. 

Defence Ministry Spokesman 
captain David Tyler says Numin- 
gar “provides early warning of 
Ballistic missile attack and data- 
relating to missile launches and 
surveillance.” 

Pine Gab “collects intelligence 
data supporting fee national 
security of Australia and fee Un- 
itd States,” he said. 

Both bases were built in fee 
late 1960s and are believed to 
bave cost billions of dollars. 
Another base, north west Cape in 
a remote part of Western Austra- 
lia, relays communications for 
U.S. and Australian submarines 
and ships. 


Wide mental distress over missile attacks 


By ADyn Fisher 

The Associated Press 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
It's a strange war for Israel. 
Generals appear on children’s 
television shows and civilians are 
more endangered in their homes 
than soldiers are at fee front. 

Israelis, who are not used to 
waiting out a war, are paralysed 
by the uncertainty of when the 
next missile wilJ fall. 

Psychiatrists say the anxieties 
build every day as the Gulf war 
drags into a second week. Iraq 
has already struck four times at 
Israel with missiles but has not 
used chemical weapons. 

Schools have been closed 
since last Thursday because of 
the missile threat, and state tele- 
vision is trying to keep national 
morale high with children's 
shows that deal with the fears. 

Chidren are shown making 
downs out of gas masks, fee 
splashes of color concealing the 
ma t er blackness and bugJike 
appearance of fee masks. 

An Israeli verson of “Sesame 
Street” features a burly porcu-. 


pine named Kip pi who jokes 
wife Oscar, of trash can fame, 
about suffering insomnia be- 
cause of the missiles. 

The older lads get to interview 
army officers. Thursday's guest 
was Agriculture Minster Rafael 
Eitan, a retired general who was 
army chief of staff in Israel's 
1982 Lebanon invasion and a 
paratrooper in Israel's earlier 
wars. 


Asked by a wide-eyed girl 
named Adi Ezroni how he man- 
aged to keep from being afraid 
all the time, Eitan recalled four 
jumps when his parachute failed 
to open properly. 

“There is no such thing as a 
person who isn’t afraid .... You 
just try to think about other 
things,” he said. 


outwardly confident people,” he 
said. “They find themselves in a 
situation where they have no 
control and cannot have con- 
trol." 

Since last Friday, missiles 
crashing into the Tel Aviv area 
have injured more than a hun- 
dred people, caused fatal heart 
attacks to three elderly Israelis 
and damaged more than 1,350 
homes and apartments. 

The experience is diffe re n t 
from previous wars, when sol- 
diers were called away to fight 
while their families stayed home, 
safe but worried. 


Dr. Yehuda Oppenheim, a 
psychiatrist at Jerusalem's 
Shaarei Zedek Hospital operat- 
ing an emergency nationwide 
hot line, said adults often have a 
a harder time coping with the 
missile threats than children. 

“It is happening to the most 


Now, Israelis tell of phone 
calls from sons on remote border 
outposts asking if everybody is 
safe at home. The daily Haaretz 
ran a cartoon showing a hel- 
meted Israeli in a dogout phon- 
ing home and asking: “hello 
mom, is everything OK at the 
front?” 


missile attack last Friday, he 
said. 

The number of callers doesn’t 
increase immediately after an 
attack. Bnt it’s higher after dark, 
when most attacks or false 
alarm sirens have occurred. 

The signs of distress include 
hysteria, freezing when an air 
raid siren sounds and breathing 
trouble feat interferes wife pat- 
ting on a gas mask. 

Confinement in sealed rooms 
— which most Israelis have pre- 
pared, on advice from the gov- 
ernment, as a precaution against 
chemical weapons — heightens 
the claustrophobic feeling for 
many people, Oppenheim 
□oted. 

Almost nobody is immune to. 
fee anxiety, but Holocaust survi- 
vors and mothers of newborns 
seen particularly troubled. 


Oppenheim's Hospital, one of 
dozens of emergency mental 
health services, has gotten about 
30 calls an hour since the first 


Oppenheim advises new 
mothers to continu la maze 

breathing exercises they learned 
to help them through labour to 
reduce tension so they can take 
care of their babies when an 
alarm goes off. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


The economic 
dimensions of 
the Gulf war 


By Dr. Fabed Fanek 


THE Golf war is an historical 


economic factors alone. 


facets, in some ways it fafls under fee North^o^ 
another way it fits in as fee eighth cam paign of fee Crusade wan 
against fee Arab Nation and Islamic culture.- 
The intervention of Iraq m Kuwait on Aug. 2 tM pmx 
immediately after the collapse of fee 

between hi gh ranking delegation from Iraq and Kuwait. lay 
demands in fee Jeddah meeting were mainly of an econof^ mttwe 


m those ta lk* Iraq asked Kuwait to refrain from a 

destructive oil policy aimed at driving ofl prices down andburtef 


Iraq’s economy in the process. The Iraqis had also 
demanded from Kuwait feat it write off Iraq’s war debts 


d e win g the eight years war with Iran. Other dem a nds w ere to stop 
drilling from the Iraqi Rumafla oilfield, and t o consi der tearing two 

Wafa and Boriwn tofraq aad to 
roll back the borders which were creeping northwards during the: 
years Iraq was involved in tile war wife fcan. 

Kuwait could have averted devastation bad its leadership read the 
properl y, but the Kuwaiti leaders were intentionally fed 
wife false information to the effect that Iraq was not serious in it* 
pressure, and feat it would not use fence to achieve these demands. 
The K uwaitis were also urged not to give-in to Iraqi de m a nd s, which 
fee Saudis later described as Iraqi rights. _ _ ^ 

The respo ns e of the West to the Iraqi move was out of recognised 
proportions. Again economic factors were not at play by them sel ve s; 
but they were abundantly visible. The British were uncompro mi si n g 
in their opposition to the Iraqi action beca u se of the $100 hflfion 
invested by the Kuwaiti government in various sectors of the British 
economy. Then Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher was ready togoto 
war to protect those funds from eventual withdrawal, which might 
rock tile British economy and break its back. 

- The U.S. looked at the situation in short-and long-term objectives. 
It thought of the ofl supplies and ofl prices m the short run, and the 
control of the Arab oil reserves in the kmger nm. With its hands firm 
on two- thirds of the world ofl reserves in the Middle East, Europe 
and Japan would stay in Hne and continue to be subordinates at the 
angle global superpower, America. 

The outcome of the c u r ren t Gulf war will no doubt influence the 
world economy in a big way. At stake are the availability and pikes 
of oil supplies, the outlook of econo mic iecenon in fee Western 
economies, the huge m ar ket s in toe Gulf state and the vast 
petro-dollm balances and investments m the West. 

The 28 countries that fined up befand America, and sent troops to 
take part in this war, also have their own economic and financial 
agendas. Some of their Arab partners wanted massive Gulf financial 
aid in foreign exc ha nge , the immediate relief of their external debt 
burdens, and unlimited jobs for their unemployed. labour force. 

European par t n e rs and Japan had ap p a r ently been unable to take 
an independent stance. After flirting with the idea of a peaceful 
solution, they pre fe r red to join America and participate in the ofl 
price. They also worried about their huge markets in the Gulf and 
found themselves more cOmfertahfewidi a 'con^mph relafioiTwitb 
the Gdff stales, 1 based dn 'dkap ofl fot expc^i^ vreapc^ 

The economically deprived Arab^oples in ti^no^-otl producing 
’coimtries are alto looking for a nGW%^asd^wherm vast wealth 
and heavy responsibilities are redistributed more fairly within the 
Arab Nation. 

In all, the economic dimensions of the war in the Gulf cannot be 
overlooked. They are there for everybody to see. 



The test is 


yet to come 


For the past few weeks, we here in Jordan, have all been on our 
nerves, hoping that the war we dreaded would somehow miraculous- 
ly be avoided. We fervently prayed for peace and hoped feat reason 
and wisdom would yet prevail. 

Now, we are witnessing an odious U.S. led bombardment such as 
never before seen in the history of m ankin d. As we observe such 
e vents, we also have begun to evaluate on an even deeper scale, the 
occurrences that led up to this horrible conflict. 

His Majesty King Hnssein made continuous noble efforts for peace 
wife great and patient persevere nee. Our very intellectual Grown 
Pnnce Hassan also strived to effect a better understanding of fee 
entire region and some other Arab leaden; have from the begmnme 
of the Guff crons called for a dialogue of peace. It is now aptraxeS 
feat Amenca never wanted peace in fee first place. In fact. President 

made cffort and suffocate any peace 

initiative because be has been a puppet of Israeli and Zionists designs 
todwtroy Iraq m any possible means under fee guise of justice 
freedom and the liberation of Kuwait. * 3 ’ 

astonisbed eyes is the most brutal 
attack by America and its alhes ever wrought by human beings In 
whatever tame we have left to live, we can sit and pondeShow 
afe^cedhas civilization come and we can only marvel at the animal 
tengdom whom we sometimes idassfly ■« “cruel” ^ 

fee deStr P ys a We other than its own except foj 

me purpose of mere survival. ^ 

We can take comfort from fee fact feat if we are fa -*.• 
conflict and God forbid, are bombed to pieces like^ c wf s 
winds of disaster have swept over the survivors 
silly Kttle fatemational charity group^S " 
stonately pick up a*afs 

under the heat of the hnmfn«. t>-2u frozen tears which cool 


under the heat of the burning sunu Pcfbams tf^re^ ^ 

some international song groups will aet tocertwr , c ^ trcme3 y lucky, 

songs for us so ouTSSS^ ^ 

perhaps catch a coin or two. extended in poverty will 


eed the pleas of their own leaoers who do not even 


heed the pleas who do not even 

President Bush’s colleagues war - 

they all share amongst themselves one a$tllon S* 1 

head. Has no one questioned the fact Ioclced in Bush’s 

sen&ig tbeir robots to £££££ fee SSfST '*0** ^ ^ 
involved in any combat? These leaders areSf r? b°* i hcmselvcs be 
m plush offices, cruelly p ushing ^ ? ash » bade 

The .Americans are a destruction 

delusion that they live suffer from fee 

die against their will somewhSfa ^ ^ 

Storm." Little do they realise fear ^ of “Desert 


m -ruucncan nocks. “u again wife good 

As President Bush sleeps with a ^ 
nasn’t one), the nightmarefeatk befaL^ conscien «. (because be 
the whose heavenly tears * “ourned by 

of fee world. This is mid unseen into the 
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Iraq missiles 

(Con tinu ed from page 1) 


dozen Scuds have been fired into 
Saudi Arabia, killing one person 
and injoring about 50 others. 

The Israeli army spokesman 
said the inhales were fired from 
w es t e rn Iraq. 

The United States, Israel’s 
closest ally, rushed in the Patriot 
air-defence rockets a week ago — 
after the first two Iraqi Scad 
missiles attacks. 

Combined American and 
Israeli crews have fired the Pat- 
riots since bn with mixed results. 
Poor Israelis have died and needy 
200 have been wounded in all the 
attacks. 

An hour later, after the alt- 
dear was sounded, the army 
s p okesman tpld Israel Radio: 

“It’s not a chemical warhead 
but a co n ve nti onal one. Stfil we 
are maintaining the ««« fr y 
behavosur and caution n gamst 
chemical weapons.” 

A witness interviewed by the 
radio said: “We stood outside, a 
friend and me. We looked at the 
sky during the siren. We saw 
Scuds arrive from the northern 
direction and one looked like it 
blew op. It blew up in tbe sky.” 

The attack followed a barrage 
of seven Send missiles launched 
from western Iraq on Friday night 
that killed one person and 
wounded 66. 

*1 heard the second siren when 
I Was standing outside,” said 
another witness on Israel Racfio. 
“Suddenly X saw two points of 
Egfat from a direction I don’t want 
to give... and at the same time I 
saw a point of li ght fall to the 
ground. 

“After 20 seconds I heard a 
blast.” 


Najaf 


(Continued from page 1 ) 


seven booses were flattened. Loc- 
al people told the CNN corres- 
pondent that seven people were 
killed and 50 wounded in that 
area. 

The Iraqi a u thorities have for 
four days been taking Arnett to 
see damage in residential areas, ' 
attempting to rebut U.S. and 
allied claims that the accuracy of 
their air raids keeps civilian 
casualties', to a miunnnin. 

Arnett said he could notinde^ 1 
pendently confirm that "lh'e.t|P” 
vyfcre nq military targets in orijear 
the damaged areas of Najaf but 
“what I saw was a lot of little, 
simple concrete bouses.” 

Britain said Sunday that it had 
been reassuring Moslem states 
that holy, sites in Iraq have not 
been damaged by allied air bom- 
bardment. 

“Throughout allied operations, 
great care has been taken to 
avoid damage to religious sites 
and to avoid dvifian casualties,” 
said a statement issued by the 
Foreign Office. 

“Our commanders have been 
fully briefed on the location of 
religious sites. There is no found- 
ation to Iraq’s allegation that 
allied aircraft have deliberately 
attacked Shfite shrines at Karba- 
la and Najaf.” 

Britain's charge d’affaires in 
Tehran, David Reddaway, was 
instructed to tell the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry that allied target 
bombing was intended to avoid 
cultural and religions sites. 

British ambassadors have been 
ordered to send messages to their 
host governments stressing that 
bomb and missile attacks are 
aimed only at strategic targets. 

Iraq says two Muslim shnnes. 
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in Karbala and Najaf, have been 
dama g e d in bombing raids, a 
Foreign Office spokesman said. 

Life seemed nearly normal in 
other areas of Najaf, Arnett said. 

On tiie road between Baghdad 
and Najaf, track traffic was 
heavy. Farmers were working in 
nearby fields.' 


Protests 


(Continued from page 1) 


at the main rally. An official 
police estimate was not available. 

Witnesses said np to 90,000 
prot es te r s had marched into the 
city centre from four different 
gathering points and others 
joined in along the way. 

Protesters came from across 
Germany, arriving in 28 specially 
arranged trains and 650 buses. 

Many people protested Ger- 
man firms who allegedly helped 
Iraq produce chemical weapons 
and im p rove its nuclear technolo- 
gy- 

Rock music filled the chilly air, 
provided by a band perfo rmi ng 
on a huge stage set up on tbe 
university lawn. “We won't allow 
the future’s destruction. Stop die 
war,” read an enormous banner 
strong above the stage. 

. Students with dyed hair. Mid- 
dle East immigrants, militant 
c ommun ists, middle-age parents 
pushing strollers, and others 
swarmed onto the university 
lawn. 

“All imperialists out of the 
Gulf region,” read a placard car- 
ried by a young German. 

“George and Saddam, put 
down your arms,” read another. 

In Paris, leftist youths, some 
armed with baseball bats, stoned 
police and jonmafists at the end 
of a demonstr a tion against the 
Golf war. 

The violence erupted at the 
end of a noisy march by about 
10,000 demoDBtratoro, most o t 
whom had left the area before the 
incident, police said. There were 
no mi mediate reports of injuries 
or arrests. 

The demon stra tion, called by 
the French Communist Party and 
pacifist movements, drew far few- 
er than the 40,000 people who 

tnnvtl out for a ernflar match 

just before the war started. 

Opinion polls show sup p or t for 
French participation in the war 
up since fighting began, with 
nearly 75 per cent ..backing for 
.France!? myolveinentv Qte the 
allied side. 7 ~ . 

■As many as' 2,000 veterans bf 
wars from World War H through 
Vietnam were in the American 
crowd. Among them was Michael 
Pahios from New York. 

“We are supporting our men... 
and yet we thinlr fht« thing is 
wrong. I feel that the next 10 to 
15 years we’ll be paying for tins,” 
said Pahios, a Vietnam veteran. 

Reflecting lawmakers* political 
concerns against speaking out 
against the Gulf war, only one 
member of Congress was sche- 
duled to speak, Representative 
Charles Rangel, a Democrat. 

New Republican Party leader 
Clayton Yeutter touched off a 
political storm last week by 
saying Democrats who opposed 
giving President George Bush tbe 
right to wage war were “political- 
ly “vulnerable.” 

Despite protesters taking to the 
streets to oppose the war, perils 
show solid and growing public 
backing for President Bosh’s poti- 


Aocordmg to a Cable News 
Netwoxk/GaJlup peril, 87 per cent 
of those surveyed on Jan. 23-24 
approved of Mr. Bash’s hanefling 
of the war, up from 84 per cent a 
week earlier. 
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Anti-Iraq allies fear prolonged war 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Renter 


LONDON — One week into the 
Gulf war, die fire of battle has 
hardened tbe coalition wiring to 
drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait, 
but some allies look vulnerable if 
tiie conflict goes badly or drags on 
too long. 

The main Western combatants 
— tiie United States, Britain and 
France — enjoy strong support at 
home for their action so far. A 
massive aerial bombardment of 
Iraq and Kuwait that has brought 
minimal allied casualties. 

By and large, if Arab and Isla- 
mic allies have a ten remained 
steadfast to the anti-Iraq cause, 
their position eased by the fact 
that Israel has not so far taken any 
active role in tiie war despite a 
series of Iraqi missile attacks on 
Tel Aviv. 

But several of them have shown 
signs of unease in tiie face of a 


rising tide of pro-Iraqi sentiment 
among the general public that 
seems bound to inteusify the lon- 
ger the war continues. 

Tbe rallying of Western public 
behind their governments is well 
illustrated in France, where latest 
Opinion polls show some 70 per 
cent backing French participation 
in the war. 

PoDs published just before tbe 
conflict broke out on Jan. 17 
showed a slight majority opposed 
French in volvement. 

Washington and London bad 
seen France as the weakest West- 
ern link in the coalition when 
President Francois Mitterrand 
tried on the eve of the conflict to 
bead it off by offering to- seek the 
international Middle East confer- 
ence demanded by Baghdad. 

Bnt since tbe war erupted, Mit- 
terrand has sought to appear a 
loyal ally, authorising the French 
air force to attack targets in Iraq as 
well as Kuwait despite tiie domes- 


tic political risk of alienating 
France's five million Muslims. 

Nevertheless, it had been clear 
that NATO and the European 
Community have been far from 
unified over tbe Kuwait crisis. 
NATO Secretary-General Man- 
fred Woeraer said on Thursday it 
bad highlighted “how great tiie 
differences of view” had been. 


Some West European diplomats 
predict there could be long-term 
resentment in Washington over 
what it sees as patchy support from 
tbe allies, some of whom have sent 
only one or two ships to the Golf 
as their contribution to the war 
effort. 


18 fighter planes to Turkey to 
boost Ankara’s defences and has 
pledged $2 trillion in aid for the 
allies. 

Spain, which has seen some of 
Europe’s biggest demonstrations 
against the war, has made diplo- 
mat contacts with Arab countries 
in a bid to stop tbe fighting. 

Much of the European dis- 
tress... over the Gulf co nc erns not 
so much tbe war itself, to which 
most European capitals now seem 
resigned, but over what should 
follow. 


meats which have backed the 
coalition have shown no signs of 
wavering so far. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who has sent 45,000 
troops to the Gulf, on Thursday 
dismissed Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's claim to be championing 
the Palestinian cause. 


“IBs claim... is but a manoeuvre 
to deceive tbe Arab people and 
arouse sentiments... to cover his 
occupation of Kuwait and erase it 
from existence,” he told parlia- 
ment. 


“There’s been a lot of noise 
from Washington about the poor 
performance of tbe Europeans,” 
one said. 

Germany, citing a constitutional 
ban on malting war outside the 
NATO area, has sent no forces at 
aD to tbe Gulf, though it has sent 


Several West European coun- 
tries backed the failed French in- 
itiative to propose a Middle East 
conference, despite U.S. rejection 
of snch “linkage” with the Gulf 
crisis. The issue seems bound to 
resurface when the fighting stops. 

In the Arab and Islamic world, 
the crisis has created a deep fissure 
that looks set to persist long after 
tiie war is over, but those govern- 


Syria, too, has sharply attacked 
Saddam, accusing him of plunging 
the region into a disastrous war 
and si gnallin g that it will not let 

Baghdad’s missile strikes on Tel 
Aviv embroil Damascus in a fresl^ 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

But the issue is a delicate one 
for both governments, all too 
aware how succeptible many 
Arabs, and especially the Muslim 


fundamentalists who exist in both 
countries, are to Saddam’s argu- 
ment that this is a conflict between 
Mam and the West. 

This reasoning has attracted a 
lot of support in North Africa. 
Morocco, though a contributor to 
the multinational force, joined 
other Maghreb states this week in 
pushing for a U.N. Security Coun- 
cil meeting on the allied air raids 
on Iraq. 

Western diplomats say they are 
most worried about Pakistan, 
where daily demonstrations have 
been held in support of Saddam 
and tbe opposition has demanded 
that the government bring home 
the 11,000 troops it has sent to 
Saudi Arabia. 


Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, 
whose Pakistan Muslim League 
called on Wednesday for an im- 
mediate ceasefire in the Gulf, set 
off this week on a peace mission to 
Iran and other Muslim countries. 


Children ‘jump out of their skin in Baghdad’ 


By Sarnia Nakhon) 

Reuter 


RUWEISHED — Screaming 
children cower in terror in 
Baghdad’s bomb shelters as the 
founder of air raids mingles 
with foe roar of anti-aircraft 
fire, refugees from the Gulf 
war said. 

“It makes tiie children jump 
out of their skins,'* Moham- 
mad Abdul-Kader, a journalist 
for foe Palestinian News Agen- 
cy WAFA, said after reaching 
Jordan. 

“The main worry for families 


Baghdad 


(Continued from page 1) 


“Earlier today. United Sttstcs 
F-15s have foot down three Iraqi 
Migs,” said Mike Scott, a spokes- 
man for central command. 

“hi subsequent reports, it’s be- 
lieved that the aircraft are Mig- 
:23s and they’ve gone down over 
Iraq,” Colonel Scott said. 

. The U.S. allies claim to have 
destroyed 46 Iraqi planes. 

The allies have reported losing 
22 planes: 18 in combat and four 
to mechanical problems. Twenty- 
seven allied fliers have been listed 
as mkang in action. They include 
14 Americans, 10 Britons, two 
Italians and one Kuwaiti. One 
American has been confirmed 
killed. 

Baghdad Radio broadcast a 
message to Arab soldiers in the 
multinational force, urging them 
to abandon their nations' alliance 
with foe United States. 

“My God, tell me whether you 
are not pleased to have brothers 
who enjoy such strength and such 
determination,” said tbe radio 
announcer. “Do you not feel 
proud to see us stand up against 
afl the Arabs’ enemies, not scared 
or frightened? Then why do you 
not join us? We now represent 
-the Arabs* awakening from foe 
ocean to the Gulf.’' 

It was not immediately deter- 
mined if the broadcast, often 
interrupted by static, could be 
received In Saudi Arabia where 
the bulk of the coalition forces 
are gathered. In addition to 
Saudis and exiled Kuwaitis, tens 
of thousands of Syrian, Egyptian 
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is foe children. They were ter- 
rified and screaming and crying 
as soon as they heard the 
planes. In my shelter they were 
sobbing and crying all foe 
time,” he told reporters at foe 
Ruweisbed border post. 

Tbe United States and its 
allies launched the Gulf war 
last Thursday with intensive air 
raids on what tbe coalition says 
are military and strategic in 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

Refugees Teaching this litter- 
strewn crossing with Iraq said 
foe bombing of Baghdad, 
turned into a ghost town, was 
being conducted around tbe 
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dock but still meeting fierce 
anti-aircraft fire. 

None had reliable de tails of 
casualties or civilian buildings 
bit. 

“The bombing is beyond im- 
agination. It goes on all tbe 
time and people can’t disting- 
uish foe explosion of bombs 
from anti-aircraft fire. Incom- 
ing and outgoing sounds ming- 
le and you can't tell one from 
foe other,” Abdul-Kader, said. 

“I could see fires burning 
miles from where we were.” 
said Bruce Wolcott, an Amer- 
ican anti-war campaigner who 
left Baghdad on Monday. 


and Moroccan troops are also 
part of tbe multinational contin- 
gent 

Iraq began broadcasting a new 
radio service it identified Satur- 
day as foe “Mother of Battles” 
radio. The service has been moni-* 
tored on three shortwave and two 
medium wave frequencies. Three 
-of tbe frequencies emanate 
from transmitters formerly be- 
longing to Kuwait radio. The 
location of foe other two is un- 
known, but could also be in 
Kuwait. 

British Broacasting Corpora- 
tion monitors said the current 
Iraqi radio seems to be aimed at 
domestic Esteners while 
“Mother of Battles!’ radio seems 
to be for a wider audience in the 
Arab World. 

The Baghdad Radio broadcast 
boasted of a “severe missile 
strike” at Riyadh, “the capital of 
the immoral Saadi rulers,” before 
midnight Friday and another mis- 
sile strike at Dhahrau, site of a 
large allied air base, before dawn 
Satnrday. 

One Iraqi modified-Scnd was 
intercepted near the Saudi capital 
by a U.S.-made Patriot missile 
Friday evening, but another 
sheared off part of a six-storey 
building bousing government 
offices, witnesses said. One per- 
son was killed and 30 were in- 
jured, Saudi officials said. 

Two more Scuds came in be- 
fore dawn Saturday over tbe 
Dhahran-Dammam area in east- 
ern Saudi Arabia, Saudi officials 
said. Patriots were fired and one 
was intercepted, but fragments of 
another hit the ground, they said. 
There were no immediate reports 
on damage or casualties. 


2 killed 


(Continued from page 11 


minutes to arrive to that shelter,” 
he said. 

French Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard telephoned his Israeli 
counterpart, Yitzhak Shamir, 
Saturday and expressed France's 
support, Mr. Rocard ’s office said. 

He voiced “his emotion and 
that of the French people,” after 
the Iraqi missile attacks against 
Tel Aviv. 

France sent. Junior Foreign 
Minister Thierry de Beauce to 
Israel this week as a special envoy 
of President Francois Mitterrand 
to express French solidarity. 

The French action followed 
media reports of anti-French 
sentiment in Israel over past 
French arms supplies to Iraq. 

Italy is sending a senior diplo- 
mat to Israel to express solidarity 
and press for movement on the 
Palestinian issue. 

Bruno Bottai, a high-ranking 
Foreign Ministry official, was due 
in Israel Saturday to keep up 
Italy’s contacts with all countries 
caught up in foe Gulf war, a 
ministry statement said in Rome. 

“In this moment one must 
make every effort to limit the 
conflict,” it said. 

The statement said Italy 
wanted to express “human soli- 
darity for the victims caused by 
indiscriminate Iraqi missile 
attacks.” 

But it also stressed that Italy 
wanted to urge Israel to “move 
out of a political stalemate lasting 
for years on the Palestinian prob- 
lem.” 


mHh 



ENTERTAINMENT 


“Everybody I talked to in 
Iraq is worried and concerned 
about their families and espe- 
cially their food and water. 
They are also worried about 
Israel attacking,” Wolcott said. 

Most shops in central 1 Bagh- 
dad remained closed and 
though a few bad opened in 
some neighbourhoods they 
were running short of food, he 
said. Fuel, water and medicine 
were also scarce. 

Children in shelters were 
eating cann ed food and biscuits 
for lack of cooking fociliues, 
said Abdul-Kader. 

He and other travellers said 


air strikes bad hit an oil refin- 
ery at Dora just outside Bagh- 
dad. Wolcott said bridges over 
the River Tigris were still in act 
when he left. 


coming out. It raged for one 
hour before we heard the fire 
engines coming to put it out.” 


Reuter Photographer Pat- 
rick De Noirmont, who 
reached Amman late Sunday 
night, said a refinery southwest 
of Baghdad was heavily 
bombed last Saturday. 


Abdul-Kader and many of 
foe Indians said Iraqi para- 
military popular army volun- 
teers would seal off bombed 
areas after raids, making it 
impossible to assess damage or 
casualties. 


Lakh Birsingh, one of 50 
Indian construction workers 
who fled foe Iraqi capital by 
bus, said of foe refinery raid: 
“We saw foe fire rising from 
foe refinery, orange glows 


“We’ve seen the fighting in 
the Iran- Iraq war and we've 
seen war between India and 
Pakistan but this time it's diffe- 
rent,” said Sharma Picisama, 
and Indian labourer. 

“It is scary. This is real war.” 


U.S. -Soviet summit 


By Barry Sdiwdd 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Soviet 
support for the. United States 
and, its. allies in trying to force 
Iraq oatof Kuwait may not be 
enough to save; the Moscow 
summit and prevent a further 
slide in superpow e r relations. 

The crackdown in the Baltic 
republics has evoked outrage 
in the White House and Con- 
gress. Even if President 
George Bush were inefined to 
stick to the sched u le arranged 
in happier times and see Soviet 
Leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
next month, domestic politics 
may make it impossible. 

A presidential decision mi 
whether to postpone the meet- 
ing, which would accelerate 
the slide, is expected in die 
next few days. Much probably 
depends on the talks Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertny kh will hold with 
Secretary of State James A. 
Baker beginning Saturday. 

Anti-Soviet sentiment sub-' 
sided during Gorbachev's era 
of good feelings and unilateral 
troop and weapons reductions, 
but never vanished completely. 
The current crackdown in foe 
Baltics has brought that senti- 
ment to a bod, especially on 
Capitol H3L 

This week, tiie Senate and 
House passed resolutions eziti- 


cktng tiie Soviets for their ac- 
tions. The mood is getting nas- 
ty, and the one biffion dollars 
credits Bush pledged only last 
month to help the Soviets 
purchase food could be hn- 
. periled. 

Sinnlariy, Congress conld re- 
ject Bush’s recommendation 
that tariffi be redneed to 'per- 
mit Soviet i mp ort s to co m pe te 
on an equal footing with other 
countries’ goods. 

It’s hard to see what Bess- 
mertnykh could bring from 
Moscow to cool this sentiment. 

Perhaps tbe foreign minktwr 
can offer guarantees the Krem- 
hn will order tiie troops to 
abandon the tactics that led to 
19 deaths in Lithuania and 
Latrva, but riwf is unlikely. 

Whatever happens. Baker, 
for one, would like to rescue 
die strategic arms reducti o n 
treaty, which Bush and Gor- 
bachev has hoped to sign at the 
Feb. 11-13 s ummit . 

U.S. and Soviet negotiators 
have been meeting at the State 
Department since last Monday 
to try to iron out tbe remaining 
differences. Most deal with 
procedures for ensuring com- 
pliance with the cutbacks in 
long-range unclear missiles, 
bombers and submarines. 

“Work remains,” State De- 
partment Spokeswoman Mar- 
garet D. Tutwiler on Thursday 
quoted Chief U.S. negotiator 
Reginald Bartholomew as 


saying. 

Also, the Bush administra- 
tion would Hkc to see the 
Soviets get their troops oat of 
East Germany and Poland. A 
revival of East-West tensions 
-could derail tiie Withdrawals. 

And, of course, Soviet sup- 
port far the cam p ai gn a gainst 
Iraq is important to the mis- 
sion’s sneoess. 

Moscow has not contributed 
troops to die conflict. Bnt dm 
Soviets cooperated with the 
United States in the diplomacy 
that produced the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolution in 
November authorising force to 
get Iraq to relinquish Kuwait. 

Bes s me rtny kh has just suc- 
ceeded Eduard A. Shevard- 
nadze, who qmt as foreign 
minister in December with an 
impassioned wanting that reac- 
tionaries threatened the Soviet 
Union with dictatorship. 

Bes sm e r t nyk h is a longtime 
specialist in U.S. and Middle 
East issues and most recently 
served as Soviet Ambassador 
to Washington, but be may not 
have Shevardnadze’s influ- 
ence. 

Shevardnadze negotiated 
with Baker as a Politburo 
member. Bessmertnykh does 
not have that status. 

He will be in Washington 
through Tuesday and possibly 
Wednesday. Besides meeting 
with Baker he wfll call on 
Brent Scowcroft, 
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eles wins 2nd Grand Slam title 


MELBOURNE (AP) — Being a 
tennis champion means being 
able to adapt jour game, battle 
tough conditions and win the big 
points. That's what Monica Seles 
did Saturday, and that’s why she 
is the youngest women's cham- 
pion of the Australian Open and 
on the verge of no. 1 in the world. 

With her usually powerful 
baseline game producing more 
errors than winners and the Au- 
stralian summer sun turning cen- 
tre court into a fn^ng pan, Seles 
decided to change rack and go to 
the net against Jana Novotna. 

It ws 't an overall serve-and* 
voiley offensive, but the strategy 
worked. '■•fkSe continuing to get 
most of lie? points from the base- 
line. Seles pressured Novotna 
into hurried shots and poor place- 
ment in the second and third sets 
and won her second Grand Slam 
title 5-7, 6-3, 6-1. 

She won nine of tbe last 10 
games and allowed just five 
points in a five-game run at the 
start of the third set that left her 
in command. 

“I was trying to hit some slice 
and I was volleying well," Seles 
said. “This is probably die best I 
have come to the net. After the 
first set, I needed to win the 
points.'’ 

Seles, at 17 years, some four 
months younger than Margaret 
Court when she won the Austra- 
lian title in 1960, is just 38 points 
behind Steffi Graf atop the 
women's rankings. 

Tbe change — and it would be 
historic, since Graf has been no. 1 
for a record 180 weeks — could 
come as early as nest week in 
Tokyo. For tbe time being, 
Novotna, who beat Graf in tbe 


t thinir* fhft German 
is best, but that Seles is a tougher 
opponent to beat. 

“Steffi has s weakness (back- 
hand passing shots), which yon . 
can take advantage of,” tbe 10th 
seed said. “Monica has other 
weaknesses, but it is very difficult 
to use them. She is not as quick 
moving forward, perhaps, but 
bow can you use a dropshot 
against her when she keeps you at 
the baseline?” 

Seles is satisfied to be no. 2 — 
for the time being. 

“I thinlc the ranking is a 
very fair ranking,” die said. 

**1 think I can get a lot better. I 
have to.” 

Seles wants to add a power 
serve, a net game and a more 
classic style to her bag. Shell take 
some time off to work on that, 
and hope for a second straight 
French Open victory in June. 

The seeds of that triumph, if it 
comes, may have been sown on 
the hardcourts of Flinders Park, 
where temp era ture s readied 130 
degrees Fahrenheit (54 Celsius) 
on the rubberised surface. 

One element of Seles* usual 
pmi; that was missing at first was 
her grunting. For tbe first two 
points, she was sfleut — and lost 
both points on her serve on tbe 
way to being broken. 

The grunts came bade, but tbe 
winners were rare, and Novotna 
was showing signs of an upset just 
as she did against Graf in the 
quarters. That victory was based 
on big serves and thundering 
volleys, but against Seles tbe 
underdog was content to stay 
back and watch die errors flow. 

Seles broke back to tie the set 
3-3. but Novotna got another 


IT. 

£ Sainz commands Monte 
>; Carlo Rally from start 


’’ MONTE CARLO (R) — Spain’s 
i' Carlos Sainz started his World 
;■ Championship defence in style 
Saturday as he led the field half- 
11 way through tbe first day of the 
K Monte Carlo Rally. 

[; Sainz, who finis hed last year's 
event a few seconds behind 
French winner Didier Auriol, re- 
’ ! versed the order in the initial tests 
on the hilly roads above the 
principality. - 

The Spaniard headed the -fyst 
two timed stages and his Toyota 
OrJeam mate Arinin Scfawaaggof 
(S^dwmsanyTook the third.- 

Sainz gained a solid 17 seconds 
. advantage over Anriol, with for- 

* mer world champion Massimo 
Biasion of Italy, also in a Lauda, 
third. 

“There will be no tactics. The 
V Monte Carlo Rally is the highlight 
\ of tbe rallying season. Only vic- 

* tory matters,” Toyota’s team 
manager Ove Andersson said. 


Sainz followed those instruc- 
tions, attacking from the start on 
roads made slippery by ice on 
shaded sections. 

Spectators even swept some 
snow on to the road at the top of 
the famous Turini Pass to provide 
the 165 drivers with added dra- 
ma. 

Finnish veteran Hamm Mikko- 
la, world champion in 1983. was 
the first big name to pull out 
berause of ignition trouble to his 
Mazda! 

Othe r favourites bad their' 
piWWttiS^too. Schwarz ended the 
second spedal with a puncture, 
while Frenchman Bruno Saby, in 
a Lancia, left the road but man - 
aged to continue. 

Auriol led the 165 competitors 
of the Monte Carlo Rally into the 
Mediterranean principality Fri- 
day, at the end of the long liaison 
stage from several European 
cities. 


Petrenko skates Ms way 
to 2nd championsMp title 


SOFIA ( AP) — Viktor Petrenko 
of the Soviet Union won the 
men’s title for a second time 
Friday with a stunning jumping 
performance at the European Fi- 
gure Skating Championships. 

Petrenko, second in the World 
Championships to Canadian Kurt 
Browning last March, had six 
triple jumps that included a triple 
axel just 30 seconds from the end 
of his routine. 

In the final free programme, 
Petrenko gained marks of 5.8 and 
5.9 for technical merit and all 
5.9’s with a single 6.0 for artistic 
impression. He skated to a med- 


ley of classical music. 

Czechoslovakia’s Peter Baraa 
was second and another Soviet, 
Viacheslav Zagorodniuk, was 
third. 

Earlier in the competition, 17- 
y ear-old Alexei Urmanov of the 
Soviet Union completed a quad- 
ruple toe loop to become the 
second person to complete a four- 
revolution jump in an interna- 
tional competition. 

He finished sixth overall. Two 
Frenchmen, Eric Millot and Phi- 
lippe Canderioro, were fourth 
and fifth. 
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DANGER, EXPERTS AT PLAY* 


Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
* 10 2 
7 9 4 2 
C J 6 

* K J 10 9 8 4 

WEST EAST 

4 J 8 7 5 4 6 

7 J 5 7 K 8 7 6 

! Q 10 8 S 3 2 :• K 9 4 
46 4 A 7 5 3 2 

SOUTH 
4 A K Q 9 4 3 
7 A Q 10 3 
v A 7 
4 Q 


The bidding: 
West North 

East 

South 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

1 4 

Pass 

1 V 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

3 4 

Pass 

3 7 

Pass 

3 4 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 



Opening lead: Six of 4 
What happens when two of the 
world’s great pairs meet in a team 
match? Spectacular bridge? Well, 
judge for yourselves. TTiis hand 
from an Italy-France encounter fea- 
tures Pietro Forquet and Benito 
Garozzo, North-South for the Blue 
Team, and Georges Theron and Ge- 
rard Desrousseaux, East and West, 
respectively, for the French. 

To all intents and purposes the 


auction started with a forcing bid of 
two spades and, thereafter, was nat- 
ural. if slightly off target. The best 
game for North-South is five dubs, 

but that's not easy to reach. 

Had West made the seemingly 
natural lead of a diamond, the con- 
tract would have been doomed from 
the outset. Dummy's king of clubs 
was played to Lhe first trick, losing 
to East’s ace. A diamond shift 
would have been deadly, but East 
elected to lead a low heart; declarer 
ducked. West won the jack and re- 
lumed the suit to declarer’s ten. 

By now. Garozzo must have 
thought that both defenders were 
void of diamonds. So grateful was 
he for their munificence that he 
overlooked a virtually sure-trick 
line for his contract! All he had to 
do was fire back the nine of spades. 
If it is allowed to hold, declarer has 
six spade tricks, two hearts and a 
diamond. If. it loses to the jack, 
dummy's ten of spades becomes an 
entry to the five good clubs and 
declarer will make an overtrick. In- 
stead, Garozzo played spades from 
the top and could make no more 
than eight tricks when, on winning 
the jack of spades. West was forced 
to lead a diamond because he had 
nothing else in his hand! 


break in tbe llth game on Seles 
errors and held on a backhand 
crosscourt volley. 

“When she came back and then 
I broke, I knew I could hold my 
serve,” Novotna said. “But the 
first set took a lot out of me.”' 

Novotna polled a hamstring 
muscle on one point late in die 
set, and that may have slowed her 
down later. But she thought she 
was moving as fast as ever. 

“It’s her shots that make yoo 
look slower,” she said. 

Seles opened the second set 
more aggressive and took a 3-0 
lead. 

“At the start of the second set, 

I got mad and said, *play. You 
can't play that way against her,”’ 
Seles said. “She was just trying to 
slow the pace.” 

Seles argued several line calls 
and was agitated by Novotna 
taking her time between points. 
She also was creeping toward the 
net, and blunting Novotna's vol- 
leying efforts with crisp passing 
shots. 

Novotna tied it 3-3 but that was 
her last gasp. Seles held on a 
forehand winner, than evened tbe 
match with a break and a hold in 
which all her points came on 
Novotna errors. 

Novotna held to open the third 
set but Seles held at love and 
broke on a long overhead fra* 2-1. 
The big silver trophy and the 
stuffed wombat that go to the 
champion were as good as in file 
loggage back to Sarasota, Flor- 
ida, where the Yugoslav native 
has been based for -five years. 

“When I broke at 30 and held 
my serve, I felt I was on top," she 
said. 

She ran off three more games 


4- 







Monica Seles 

to 5-1 with the loss of just one 
point in each. Novotna had one 
more chance, going to 40-0 in the 
seventh game, but she couldn’t 
convert. 

Seles saved five game points, 
the 1st with a ballet forehand 
•service re t urn down the line, and 
moved to match point when 
Novotna double faulted. She then 
netted a backhand volley, her 
52nd unforced error of the match, 
and Seles was slapping in joy 
toward the net. 

“It's great to win a second 
Grand Slam and not be labelled a 
day-court playeSr,” Seles said. 


UEFA penalises over 
20 soccer clubs, teams 


ZURICH (Agencies) — The Un- 
ion of European Football Asso- 
ciation (UEFA) announced 
Saturday sanctions against more 
than 20 soccer clubs and national 
teams for misconduct by players 
and fans, with Atalanta Bergamo 
and F.C. Bologna drawing the 
stiff est fines. 

In other decisions, UEFA's 
Control and Disciplinary Com- 
mission baued Wales’. Clayton 
Blackmore from his team. for tbe. 
next four European Cham- 
pionship games ' for physically 
attacking an opponent during the 
Nov. 14 championship game at 
Luxembourg. 

Spain was penalised for specta- 
tor misconduct during its “under 
21,” game against Albania at 
Huelva on Dec. 18. It was 
ordered to host its next game — 
against France — at a stadium 
that is at least 150 kilometres 
away from Huelva. In addition, 
the Spanish Association was fined 

10.000 Swiss francs (38,000). 

Atalanta Bergamo was fined 

25.000 francs (320,000) for the 
throwing of firecrackers by fans 
during the Dec. 12 UEFA Cup 
game against F.C. Cologne at 
Bergamo. 

Bologna drew a 20,000-franc 
(316,000) fine for s imilar unruli- 


Mutt'll* Jeff 


ness by its fans during the UEFA 
Cup game Nov. 28 against 
Admira Wacker at Vienna. The 
hosts were ordered to pay 15.000 
francs (312.000). 

The German Association was 
fined 10,000 francs (38,000) for 
disturbances by fans during the 
Oct. 31 European Championship 
game against Luxembourg. 

Among other individual play- 
ers sanctioned were: 

— Dietmar_ Kuehbauer, 
A dmira Wacker, barred from, 
three European dub competition 
games for attacking an opponent 
during the Dec. 12 game against 
F.C. Bologna. 

— Andrei Alexanenkov, 
Dynamo Kiev, for two European 
club competition games for 
“especially incorrect conduct,” 
during cup Cupwinners Cup 
game against Duka Prague on 
Nov. 7. 

Italy’s Stefania Antonini made 
history Saturday by becoming the 
first woman soccer player to be 
banned by UEFA. 

UEFA said Antonini Tvas ban- 
ned one match for foul play in a 
European Championship match 
against Sweden in December. 

Bulgaria's national soccer 
trainer Ivan Vntzov was handed a 
three-year touchline ban Friday, 


Lendl 

chases 

Australian 

treble 

MELBOURNE (R) — Ivan 
Lendl aims for bis third succes- 
sive Australian Open crown Sun- 
day but must beat Boris Becker 
for the fiijsttime in a Grand Slam 
tournament to complete fire rare 
treble- j 

Second seed Becker, who will 
become world number (me if be 
wins the final, has beaten bis 
Czechoslovak rival in all tbeir 
four previous Grand Slam en- 
counters'. 

Both feel Grand Stuns are; the 
tournaments which really matter, 
and Lepadl went so far as to 
describe the rest as exhibitions a& 
be rolled onwards here at Flin- 
ders Park. 

“I am always hungry for a 
Grand Slam tide. It comes from 
enjoying it so much," he said this 
week. 

Becker, who had never prog- 
ressed beyond the Australian 
Open quarter-finals before this 
year, said tennis for him was 
about Grand Slams and the Davis 
Cup. 

“It’s very tough, first of all, to 
win seven matches to go all the 
way. You play the best of the 
best. Over two weeks many 
things can happen,” tbe German 
said after his four-set semifinal 
win over unseeded American Pat- 
rick MpEnroe. 

’Tor me, to be a great cham- 
pion really means how many 
Grand Slam titles yon have won.” 

Becker has notched four so for 

— three Wimbledon wins, tbe 
first at only 17 years of age, and 
one U.S. Open crown. 

Lendl, who is contesting his 
19th Grand Slam final, has col- 
lected eight — three French, 
three U.S. and two Australian. 

But he has yet to administer a 
Grand-Slam defeat on Becker, 
his conqueror in tbe 1986 Wimb- 
ledon final, the Wimbledon semi- 
finals of 1988 and 1989 and the 
1989 U.S. Open final. 

Third seed Lendl received a big 
confidence boost in Friday’s 
semifinals when he survived two 
match-points to beat top seed 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden. 

But that is not enough for the 
30-.year-old Czechoslovak. -“The., 
job is not done yet. I didn’t come 
here to beat Stefan and be in the 
finals. I came here to win the 
tournament,” he said. 

Lendl and Becker enter their 
19th head-to-head dash with nine 
wins apiece behind them. Hon- 
ours were even in 1990 with two 
wins for each. 

Both had major scares in then- 
passage to the final in which 
Lendl aims to become the first 
man to win three Australian sing- 
les titles in succession since Au- 
stralia’s Roy Emerson, who won 
five times between 1963 and 
1967. 

Becker battled over five boms 

— the longest match in Austra- 
lian Open history — in overcom- 
ing unseeded Italian Omar Cam- 
porese in the third round. 


Austrian wins women’s downhill 
in World Skiing Championships 


SA ALB ACH-HINTER- 
GLEMM, Austria ( AP) — Petra 

Kronberger overcame a slow start 

by reaching speeds of up to 111 
kilom e t re s per hour in mid- 
course to win tbe women's dow- 
nhill Saturday at the World 
Alpine Skiing Championsh i p s. 

Kronberger, an Austrian who 
is favo ur ed in all five events at the 

yjianipiwnllij K fiiwahwi tn 1 mi - 

note, 29.12 seconds to d efea t 
Fren d i woman Nathalie Bouvier 
by nearly half a second. 

Bouvier*s time of 1:29.56 on 
the 2^61-metre Aster Course, 
which had a drop of 730 metres, 
was seven-hundredths of a second 
faster than b ro nze medalist Svet- 
lana Gladishiva of foe Soviet 
Union. 

Knmberger, 21, a bank em- 
ployee who has dominated 
women’s skiing da ring the past 
two seasons, posted slower split 
times at foe top of foe course than 
several co mpe t ito rs and <fid not 
take control until midway 
ftnrmgh her run. 

“I wasn’t very good at the 
start,” she said. “But when I was 
in the middle of the course, I 
thought, it’s running now, it’s 
mimin g now.’ And at tbe end, 
where the most steep part was, I 
felt I was running at my best.” 

Gladishiva, who was world 
junior downhill champion last 
year, became tire first Soviet skier 
to win a World Championship 
medal. 

“I am a little bit surprised, 
although I had excellent times in 
training,” she said. “I thought 
maybe I could get into second or 
third place, but still Fm a little 
surp r is ed.” 

On Friday, Knmberger had 
taken a major step toward 
ano ther gold medal by fmwthing 
second to teammate Sabine 
Ginther in the downhill portion 
of the combined event. 

That left Kr onberger in an ex- 
cellent position to take the com- 
bined title when the event is 
completed next Thursday with 
the slalom. Kronbergr is foe- 
world’s top female slalomer, 
while Ginther is a downhill spe- 
cialist. 

Chantal Bo uraissen of Switzer- 
land, another downhill specialist 
who has made some progress in 
the slalom; was third m flic com- 
bined dcgrahiU. 

Kronberger said Friday she was 
happy to have the first race be- 
hind her. 

“With everyone talking about 
me being the favourite, it was 
beco min g unbearable,” she said. 

Meanwhile, Swiss team offi- 
cials a nnounced Friday that Kail 
Frehsner would be leaving his 
post as chief men’s coach at the 
end of the World Championships. 

Frehsner, 51, joined the Swiss 
Federation in 1977 and, with such 
stars as four-time overall World 
Cup champion Pinnin Zmbrig- 
gen and two-time downhill cham- 
pion Peter Mueller, made 
Switzerland the dominant team of 
the 1960s. 

Frehsner long has dashed with 
Swiss competition chief Paul Ber- 
finger over responsibility for rao 
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Men** downfall practice 

Meanwhile, Daniel Mahrer 
iid Swiss teammate Franz Hein- 
zer pasted foe fastest practice 
Him* Saturday for foe men’s 
downhill, threatening the 
fav o uri tes for Sunday’s event at 
foe World C hamp i onsh ips. 

Mahrer, who wou a World Cup 

downhill in Garmisch- 
P a rt enk h chen earl i e r tins month, 
completed the 2,990-metre 
Sdmeefcristall Course in 1 mi- 
nute, 56.88 second at an average 
speed of 92.09 kilometres per 
hour. ; 

Heinzer, the most su ccess f ul 
Wodd Cup downhffl specialist 
thk season with two victories and 
a runner-up fai* in five races, 
trailed Mahrer by 0.29 seconds. 

The steep downhill course, 
criticised by some damp* being 
too and unsafe at Crosse 

pO l llU, yjarnwH tfalCC WOtC in- 
juries Saturday. 

Norwegian Kjetil Andre 
Aamodt, a specialist in super-G 
and giant slalom races, suffered a 
fan'ai lac e r ati on ed light brain 


trauma when he fall at high 
meed. He was the second top 
No r weg ia n skier knocke d out af- 
ter Lasse Kjus was injured n* 
Friday’s practice. 

Norwegian officials,, said 
Aamodt rid miss SundayVdaw- 
nhfll but may race foe super-G 
and giant slalom next wce k- Kjut , 
who is hospitalised in Salzburg, 
will be out for foe rest of the 
championships, which end Feb- 

3. 

Late starters Adrian Bnts of 
C zechoslo vakia and Alexis Rao- 
loz of Chile were also injured m 
sptlb Saturday. Bires sprained bis 
thumb, Radaz the ligaments of 
tbe right wrist. 

The Swiss team seeks foe first 
d ung aonhap medal in Sunday’s 
race after rn ‘*^pg the three top- 
spots In two men’s and ope 
women’s events contested so far. 

The. powerful Austrian team 
had Patrick Ortliebm third place 
and ve ter ans Leonard Stock and 
Erwin Reach placed eighth and 
ninth respectively. 

Austrian Helmut Hocflcfancr, 
tbe fastest in early practice runs 
Thursday and Friday, lagged 35fo 
or 333 seconds behind Mahrer. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 



“They’re marshmallows and the tub 
is full of hot cocoa. I’m gonna 
have a great bathP 


THAT SCRAMBLE WORD-GAME 

9 ' i i»y kenri'Amolcr and Bob Gee 


Unscramble those few Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


STURY 


ENVAH 



GAIWHE 




Awa-or « THAT i 
WONT I 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


{Answers tomo r row) 

Jisnbtes: HELLO FRAME GOLFER MAROON 
Answer What the arrival of spring after a miserable 
winter should bring— TIE- LEAF" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Henry Sabhandtar 


ACROSS 
1 Temerity 
5 Floor model 
9 Fountain treat 

13 Sewing case 

14 Clown 

15 Unique person 

16 Rich soil 

17 Winged 

18 Optimistic 

19 Govt, official 

22 Rani's garb . 

23 Adroit 

24 Gloomy 

27 — de plums 

28 Small-time 
32 Betel palm 
34 " — of Eden" 

37 Columnist 
Barrett 

38 Adman’s forte 

41 Hodgepodge 

42 Large 
land mass 

43 Joyce 


44 Give back 

46 Fractional ’ 
part: abbr. 

48 Otto's realm: 
abbr. 

49 Haunts 

51 Cabbage dish 

53 Gas or light 
company 

58 Indonesian 
island 

59 Sink 

60 Part of QEO 

62 Hot spot 

63 Smart — 

64 Actor Rob 

65 Shipbuilding 
wood 

68 Frolic 

67 Unit of force 

DOWN 

1 SoHdify 

2 Upon 

3 Maul feast 

4 Appendages 

5 Hammered 
instruments 

6 Gr. totters 

7 Toned down 

8 Letiar work 


■■aaa 


o syssswg stwkw. i 

Alt RIgMa Re siid 


9 Temporary 
suspensions 

10 Presently 

11 we forget'' 

12 Attempt 

14 City on the 
Nile 

20 Porch 

21 Soldiers' 
org. 

24 Flavor 

25 As — (usually) 

26 Ledger item 

29 Voting cubicle 

30 Circle or 
sanctum 

31 Demi 
follower 

33 Thundertwad 

35 Vowel 
sequence 

38 Boisterous 
comedy 

39 Man-eater 

40 Sum 

45 Kinsman: 
abbr. 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nrannn nrT 
nnnrin nniinri rin 
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nBEJSRE" 

nnHS EERfTnflRH 

innHBB™ 

rirlr-! nnnnnmnnn 

nnn nnnnn nnnrj 


Lockup 
-.(Milan 
opera house) 
Brandish 
Macadamize 
Eye part 


55 Addict 

56 ilium 

57 Gape from 
boredom 

58 lota 

61 Pipe fitting 
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Le Jourdain 


Supplement en frangais 


JORDAN TIMES. SUNDAY, JANUAR Y 27, 1991 


Guerre fi!tr6e 


Le mythe de la caveme 


L#a guerre do Gotfe, qui s^rit depais plus d’une 
senudne, doirne Uea k one cfobauche rarement ^gai^e 
d’informations contradictoires, oik foisonnent com- 
muniques et dementis, propagande et coops de 
ciseaux des censeurs, rendant bien diflSdle de se 
fiure one ktee precise de ce qni se passe jrtenaneiit 
sor le terrain. Dans cette situation professkmnelle- 
ment difficile — mais aussi en fonction de tears 
intertts et de leurs sympathies — , les madias de tons 
holds ddormeat A plaisir la r£alit£ Hans le swm qni 
lemr convient. La vox-populi, die, a trouvE sa riposte 
(qni ne fait qne renforcer la confaskm) en idpandant 
des rumeors qni hd pfadsent et qni la rassnrent. 


Deux semaines avant le 
dEdeachement de la gnerre, 
le visage de Saddam Hussein 
apparaissait snr la face visible 
de la tone, an dessns du 
village de Taffieh, en Jorda- 


nie. L’air sombre et tranquile 
sons son kefieh, le president 
irakien put Etre contempt 
pendant quelques instants 
par les chanceux habitants de 
Tafileh et de Salt. 


Guerre: premier bilan 


Dix jours aprEs le debut 
de la guerre que les Etats- 
Unis et leurs allies ont 
dEclarEe contre Flrak, une 
grande inquietude envahit 
le monde, et plus particu- 
lidrement les peuples^ du 
Proche-Orient. Les 
raisons de cette in- ; 
quietude sont claires et 
simples: cette guerre est 
injuste, barb are et devas- 
ta trice. 

LTrak n’a pas occupe la 
Califomie et Saddam Hus- 
sein ne menagait pas les 
Etats-Unis autant ou plus 
que Fidel Castro ne le 
faisait. 

^Occupation du 
Koweit*? Alors, pourquoi 
ces allies n’ont Ils pas deo 
lare la guerre k la Turquie quand elle a occupe la moitie de 
l’ile de Chypre en juillet 1974? Et que diraient les allies des 
dizaines de resolutions de I’ONU sur la Palestine qu’elle ne. 
s’est pas gSnEe de jeter k la poubelle? Et les plateaux du 
Golan, et le Sud-Liban, ne sont-ils pas des territoires 
occupes? Incontestablement, 1 ’odeur du petrole transforme 
les homines « civil is Es* en guerriers fiddles aux lois de la 
jangle qu^en croyai t - r E volue s-en- ce tte fin du v i ng t fe me 
siecle. : „ „ _ iZTt:'- \ 4 ..* •; - * T 7- | a 

De la crise du Gotfe, noiis voici'dont plonges dans la 
guerre du Golfe. Le plus douloureux et le plus inquietant 
est que cette guerre semble devoir etre longue. Aprds les 
premiers communiques qui criaient victoire du cote des 
allies, void les previsions pessimistes des gEnEraux et 
hommes polidques qui patient maintenant de «mois» de 
guerre. II s’avEre aujourd’hui que c'etait James Baker et 
non Tarek Aziz qui avail «mal calcuie la determination de 
son adversaire*. 

Une guerre de cette ampleur aurait des consequences 
tres graves sur l'ensemble de la region et sur le monde, aux 
points de vue strategique, politique, economique et Ecolo- 
gique. 

Certes on ne peut preriser ces consequences alors que la 
guerre n’en est qu’& son debut. Mais d'ores et dej& on peut 
dresser un premier bilan. 

1) L’objectif reel de cette guerre est la destruction 
militaire, economique et probablement demographique de 
1'Irak. C'est pourquoi nous disons que cette guerre est 
injuste et detestable pour tous les hommes libres du 
monde. Ces demiers jours, i! devient clair que les raids 
visent les rivils pour compenser Fechec des destructions 
d’objectifs militaires. 

2) Les missiles irakiens lances sur Tel Aviv, Haifa et 
Jerusalem la semaine demiEre ont detruit le mythe 
soigneusement entretenu d’ ^Israel Etat invincible*. Cet 
ennemi gonfle par la faiblesse des regimes arabes pro- 
ameticains s’est rEvElE vulnerable et, de nouveau, il a ; 
besoin de la protection americaine car il se rend compte i 
qu’il est en face d’un ennemi redoutable. 

3 ) n est certain • aujourd’hui qu'un Etat du Tiers- 
Monde, en 1’occurence un Etat arabe, est capable d’assimil- 
er la science et la technologie, de construire une puissance 
militaire moderne et meme d’affronter une grande puiss- 
ance telle que les Etats-Unis. Les peuples arabes ont toutes 
les raisons ddsormais d’etre fieis et de retro uver la 
confiance en eux-m£mes. GrSce aux Irakiens, les Arabes 
ont detruit un autre mythe, iongtemps entretenu, selon 
lequel I’homme arabe est incapable de manier la technolo- 
gie. L’effet est beaucoup plus profond car celui qui est 
capable de planifier et de construire une puissance militaire 
et technologique, 1 ’est certainement dans les domaines 
Economique et social. N’oublions pas que c’est dans la 
guerre que se manifeste {'intelligence et la faculte d’un 
people. 

4) Cette gueiTe a donnE un nouveau souffle aux 
mouvements de paix k travers le monde, en particulier aux 
Etats-Unis et en Europe. Les manifestations d’hier dans les 
villes amEricaines en donnent la preuve. Cette guerre est 
celle des corapagnies pEtroliferes et du complexe militaro- 
industriel aux Etats-Unis. Cette guerre est dirigee en fait 
contre tous les peuples du monde. C'est pourquoi, les 
manifestations anti-guerre vont se dEvelopper au fur et a 
mesure que la guerre se prolongera. 

Devant Fobstination des alliEs k continuer la guerre, 
seule la resistance des peuples arabes et la pression des 
mouvements pour la paix, ootamment au sein des pays 
coaJisEs, pourront obliger Mars a changer d’avis. 


Vous derives? 


Silaphunevous dEmange, que vous Ecrivez enfran^is... 
“Le Jourdain" vous ouvre ses deux pages hebdomadaires. 
Vos id£es de sujets, locaux et rEgion aux, comme vos 



Aussitdt, la rumeur se 
rEpand comme I’Eriair dans 
tous les milieux. Quelques 
- uns se reprochent de ne pas 
avoir regardE la lone cette 
nuit-fa tandis que d’autres se 
consolent d’avoir EchappE k 
cette vision en faisant entrer 
un «Saddam* dans leur famil- 
le. Les rapports des hdpitaux 
jordaniens font Etat de 412 
nouvea ux nEs en Jordanie 
auxquels on a douuE le nom 
de Saddam, phEuomEne qui 
reflate la fiertE et Fadmira- 
tion EprouvEes pour cet horn- 
me. 

Un mElange de joie et. 
d’amour a continuE de se 
dEvelopper autour de Sad- 
dam, mEme aprEs le dEclen- 
chement de la guerre. Les 
maisons et les rues ne se 
vident pas des photos et des 
souvenirs k l’Ephigie de 
rhomme de Bagdad. Sa 
puissance et ses attaqnes 
rEpEtEes contre IsraEl rEveil- 
lent dans, l’esprit des Jorda- 
niens des images ancrEes de- 
pute des dEcennies: 1’unitE 
arabe, la HbEradou des prE- 
sences EtrangEres, etc. Leurs 
espErances les portent k 
croire que Moubarak a EtE 
assassinE, que la famill e du 
roi Fahd s’est enfuie et que 
l’lran soutient l’lrak. 

11 est vrai que l'informa- 
tion, ces jours-ri, est tene- 
ment contradictoire et man- 
ifestement biaisEe qu’elle 
latese une large place au r&ve 
et au mensonge. «H y a une 
exagEration flagrante dans les 
journaux jordaniens en 
arabe, affirme un joumaliste 
Etranger k Amman. On est 
un peu perdu et on ne sait 
phis que croire.* Mais il re- 
commit que cette exagEration 
n’a pas beaucoup k envier k 
celle des mEdias Etrangers. 

Les moyens d’information 
font chaque jour la preuve de 
leur incaparitE k dElivrer le 
message clair et objectif dont 
patient les universitaires. 
Tantdt parce qu’jBs veulent 
;P.cEser»ej lac sEcurjtj&j 


nationale, tantdt pour re- 
monter le moral du public, 
tantdt enfin parce que Fin- 
formation Vest tout simple- 
ment pas dispomble et qu'il 
taut bien «produire>*. 

Sur la mEme base d’in- 
formations co ntradictoir es , le 
traitement est trEs diffErent 
d’un pays k l’autre. Selon 
l’Agence France Presse, la 
chahie CNN est retransmise 
toute la joumEe par la tElEvi- 
sion saoudienne, avec une 
interruption de diffusion sys- 
tEmatiqne dEs qu’il est ques- 
tion d’Israel. 

Aux Etats-Unis, un procEs 
a EtE intentE avant le dEclen- 
chement des hostilitEs contre 
le pentagone par les princi- 
pal es chaines amEricaines 
(NBC, CBS, CNN) pour 
raisons de censure et de 
rEtention d’informations. Les 
reprEsentants de ces chaines 
k Amman confirment que 
cette censure est exercEe sur 
les EvEnements en Arabie 
Saoudite. 

«Je crois finalement que les 
mEdias jordaniens sont plus 
crEdibles que tous les autres, 
affirme Rana Sahadi, em- 


ployEe du MinistEre du 
Tomisme, Je. n’Ecoute plus la. 


radio israelienne, sauf au mo- 
ment des alertes ou d’EvEne- 
ments importants pour savoir 
de quelle fagon ils commen- 
tent les attaques de l’lrak*. 
Des sentiments de joie et de 
jubilation s’emparent des 
Jordaniens malgrE l’in- 
quiEtnde et Fangoisse per- 
manentes. Us choistesent les 
chaines qui conviennent k 
leur conception de ce conflit, 
se rEjouissant des bonnes 
nouveQes (celles qui tEmoig- 
nent de la puissance de 
l’lrak) et rejetant routes les 
autres nouvelles (susceptibles 
de porter atteinte k la dignitE 
arabe et d’entamer leur con- 
fiance dans le leader irakien). 

Confiance totale en un ave- 
nir brillant, qui ne quitte pas 
1 ’imagination fertile des 
jordariens. Bien que la Jor- 
danie ait perdu des milliar ds 
de dollars dans les secteuxs 
du tourisme, de l’import- 
export, de Findustrie; malgrE 
l’embargo imposE par les 
pays du Golfe, le retour des 
EmigrEs de ces pays, le cbom- 
age, etc., les Jordaniens sont 
surs que l’avenir est assuiE et 
que tout ira Men, <dnchal- 
lah*. 

: Certains journaux multi- 


plient les citations d’experts 
et d’Onleimas annongant 
FEmergence d’un homme fort 
qui conquerra Ie monde et 
vain era les Ocridentaux. «Le 
soleil des connaissances*, 
livre Ecrit il y a des centaines 
d’annEes, comprend un 
poEme trEs dtE aujourd’hui, 
qui piEdit la guerre actuelle 
avec une description dEtaiOEe 
proche de la situation actuel- 
ie. 

Mais les Etrangers sont loin 
d’fitre k I’Ecart de ce jeu. 
Leurs rtimeurs ne sont qu’un 
peu plus ElaborEes. Certains 
joumahstes et agenders ont 
passE le pins clair de leur 
temps id & la lecture de hvres 
destinEs k approfondir leurs 
connaissances de la rEgion: 
«La guerre du Golfe*, «La 
biographie du roi Hussein* et 
«L’Histoire des pays du 
Golfe* sont leurs livres de 
chevet. Ces vastes connaiss- 
ances, qui les autorisent k 
transmettre les nouvelles de 
ce qui se passe ka dans le 
monde entier, ont parfois des 
failles regrettables. Un grand 
mEdia canadien a envoyE un 
spEdaliste en Jordanie, pour 
se rendre compte de la situa- 
tion exacte et obtenir des 


informations de premiEre 
main: pour savoir notamment 
«si la Knesset Etait un mouve- 
ment basE en Jordanie ou en 
Israel*, ou «si Fon voyageait 
to u jours k dos de chameau 
dam la rEgion*! 

La victoire, en quelques 
heures ou quelques jours, de 
la coalition anti-irakieime est 
ainri passEe comme ima in- 
formation crEdible auprEs des 
auditeurs de l'ensemble des 
pays coaiisEs aux premiers 
jours de la guerre. La puiss- 
ance mondiale des journa- 
list es et des agences assure 
ainsi la diffusion des rumeurs 
autorisEes. Des dizaines de 
dEpEches se rE pan dent k trav- 
ers le monde sur FincapacitE 
de la puisssance irakienne, 
sur la fuite de la families de 
Saddam Hussein ou sur l’ex- 
Ecution des hauts respons-’ 
ables de 1'armEe de Fair ira- 
kienne. 

RivE k son poste de tElEvi- 
sion, chacun regoit ainsi l’in- 
formation qu’il lui faut et 
trouve le confort et la tran- 
quiiitE qu’il ne peut trouver 
en dehors de son abri, ou 


Fhorrible rEalitE se dEchair 
B se contente des infonr 
tions qui lui parviennent et 
veut phis savoir si le mon 
part, vraiment, en fiamm 
ou non. Il prEfSre se plong 
dans ses rfeves d’indEpec 
ance ou de domination, > 
paix, d’amour ou de pro^x 
itE. 

Vofli qui n’est pas sa 
rappeler le passage de la «B 
publique* de Platon com 
sous le nom de «Mythe de 
Caveme*. Des individ 
attaches au fond d’une gjpt 
ue voient du monde ext Erie 
que les ombres qui se me 
vent sur le fond de la caver 
oil pEnEtrent quelques rayo 
de soleil. N’ayant vu de ton 
leur vie que ce reflet part 
du monde extErieur Os l’o 
pris pour sa totalitE. 

,Platon affirmait que to 
Etre qui s’habitue ai 
tEnEbres ne peut plus s’e 
poser k la lumiEze, he ure 
qu’il est de vivre dans I 
ombres, qui sont la rEali 
pour lui. 


Saeda 
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Semaine de guerre 


DIMANCHE 


-L’lrak lance trois missiles SCUD sur Riyad, qui sont 
dEtruites par trois missiles Patriot. 

-Le prEsident irakien dEdare que l’lrak n'a utilisE qu’une 
petite fraction de ses forces jusqu'& prEsent et qu'Q 
iEpondra aux attaques lancEes par les troupes alliEes. 
-LTrak dEdare possEder 140 missiles cachEs qui seront 
utOisEs contre Israel. 

-La tElEvirion irakienne montre sept aviateurs de la 
coalition capturEs (3 amEricains, 2 britanniques, 1 italien et 
1 koweitien). 

-L’OLP proclame que des «jets* israE liens ont EtE dEployEs 
sur les bases aEriennes turques dans le but de partkaper au 
conflit. 


-Destruction de deux rEacteurs nuclEaires irakiens selon les 
AmEricains. 

-Pour la premiEre fois, un Patriot tirE depute le nord 
d’Israel rEussit a intercepter un SCUD irakien. 


Arrestatkm. Le porte-parol e du Parti de liberation islamique, A 
Abou Al-RachtE, a EtE arrfetE jeudi k Amman, alors qu’il venait < 
lancer un appel k frapper les intErEts ocridentaux en Jordanie. 0 a vs 
appelE les masses arabes et islamiques k la «guerre salute* et 
•dropper les intErets* des pays de la coalition anti-iraldenne dans li 
pays arabes et islamiques, «y compris en Jordanie*. D avail ajou 
que son parti ten tail de faire pression sur les dirigeants des pa; 
arabes et islamiques pour que ceux-ri soutienuent militairemei 
1’Irak dans sa guerre contre «les nouveaux croisEs dans la pEninsu 
arabique et les IsraEUens dans la Palestine occupEe*. 


JEUDI 


LUNDI 


-Les forces iraldennes tirent dix missiles SCUD en Arabie 
Saoudite dont neuf sont interceptEs par des Patriot et im 
tombe dans les eaux du Golfe. 

-LTrak rejette une initiative de paix soviEtique en affirmant 
que cette initiative doit Etre adressEe au prEsident amEri- 
cain. 

-Bagdad utilise les prisonniers de guerre comme arme de 
disraasion en les dEployant sur les zones civiles. 

-Raid des forces aEriennes amEricaines depute la Turquie 
contre 1’Irak. 

-Des rebelles kurdes affirment que 4.000 militaires irakiens 
ont EtE tuEs ou blessEs par les bombaredements des troupes 
alliEes pendant les premiers jours de la guerre du Golfe. 
-La France expulse 12 diplomates irakiens. 


-Saddam rend visite k ses troupes sur le front et affirme que 
les troupes alliEes seront punies. 

-Les troupes irakiennes enfl amm ent un puits de pEtrole au 
Koweit dans le but de crEer un Ecran de fumEe sur le front. 
-Ali Khamenei accuse Bush d’Etre un assassin qui mSne 
cette guerre contre 1’Irak sans clEmence. 

-Le Japon offre neuf milliards de dollars aux troupes alliEes 
et des avioos pour Evacuer les rEfugiEs. 

-Les bombardiers frangais Jaguar lancent leur premier raid 
en Irak depute le dEbut de la crise du Golfe. 
-Rafsandjani affirme que l’lran et la Syrie doivent rEagir 
rapidement afin de mettre fin k la destruction du Koweit et 
de 1’Irak. 

-L’Allemagne expulse 28 diplomates irakiens en poste k 
Bonn et k Berlin. 

-L’ilot koweitien de Qurah a EtE «nettoyE* de la prEsence 
militaire irakienne selon Fagence koweitienne «KUNA». 
Les AmEricains affirment avoir fait prisonniers 29 soldats 
irakiens & cette occasion. Bagdad rEpond que cette fie avait 
dEj& EtE abandonnEe par ses soldats. 


Baltes. Quatre personnes ont EtE tuEes et plusieurs blessEcs lore d’e 
assaut donnE contre le MinistEre de I’lntErieur Jetton i Riga par di 
bErets noirs, les commandos de la milice soviEtique. Trois jours pli 
tard, une colonne de vEhicules de I’annEe soviEtique a tirE sur d< 
voitures, sur la route VQninsrKannas en Lituanie, et au moins nr 
personne a EtE blessEe. Le prEsident Mikhail Goibatchcv a niE tool 
responsabilitE dans ces EvEnements et mis en cause I’attituc 
•diresponsable* des dirigeants baltes. 


Moscoul Plus de 100.000 personnes ont manifestE dimanche derail 
k Moscou en signe de solidaritE avec la Lituanie et pour protesti 
contre r«avancEe de la dictature* en URSS, tandis que le prEsidei 
rasse Boris Eltsine deman dait aux Russes d’«E viter tout faux pas qi 
justifierait une intervention de 1’armEe*. La manifestation la ph 
importante qu’ait.connue la capitale soviEtique depute prEs d’un a 
Etait organisEe par divers mouvements dEmocradques. De nombrec 
pcintres, dnEastes et Etudiants s’Etaient dEplacEs pour dEfendre us 
glasnost qui, selon eux, «n’est dfijk plus qu’un souvenir*. 


Colombie. Qnelque 15.000 barils de pEtrole se sont Echapp< 
mercredi d’un olEoduc dynamitE par la guErilia cotombienne, a 
nord-est dn pays, et menacent de polluer gravement le golfe d 
Maracaibo an VEnEzuela. L'attentat a EtE perpEtrE dans la nuit d 
mardi k mercredi par 1'ArmEe de libEration nationale (ED 
castriste). Le pipeline, qui achemine 220.000 barils de pEtrole pi 
jour a EtE fennE. 


VENDREDI 


MARDI 


-L’lrak bombarde Tel-Aviv provoquant la mort de trois 
personnes et faisant 96 blessEs. Plusieurs immeubles sont 
dEtruits. 

-L’lrak bombarde des champs de pEtrole au Koweit. 
-LTrak accuse les forces amEricaines de bombarder des 
zones civiles et des rites sacrEs. 

-LTrak montre deux nouveaux pOotes capturEs k la 
tElEvision. 


-OnquiEme attaque contre Israel par 1’Irak. Un mort et 69 
blessEs. 

-Lance ment de missiles SCUD sur 1 ’ Arabie Saoudite et 
Bahrain, dont un rEussit k passer le barrage des Patriots et 
tombe sur Riyad, faisant un mort saoudien et 30 blessEs. 
-Rafsandjani affirme qu’entrer en guerre aux cdtEs de 
1’Irak serait un suicide. 

-Les Irakiens dEyersefaient du pEtrole dans les eaux du 
Golfe selon les Etats-Unis. Bagdad rEpond que les bom- 
bardements de lq coalition au Koweit sont k I’origme de 
cette «fuite». 

-Le mini stfere des Affaires EtrangEres israElien affirme qne 
la communautE europEenne a supprimE toutes les restric- 
tions imposEes sur la coopE ration sedentifique et commer- 
dale avec Israel en raison de sa retenue face aux attaques 
des missiles irakiens. 


Mali. Les Emeutes qni se sont dEronlEes hmdi et mardi k Bamako, I 
capitale malienne, ont fait des centaines de blessEs et probable mei 
des morts selon divers tEmoignages. Les personnes arrEtEcs I 
week-end pr EcEdent et dont fa libEration Etait one revendication de 
manMestants de hmdi anraieot EtE iclachEes dfcs Inndi. 


Rwanda. Quatre mois aprEs leur offensive dEdencbEe dans ] 
nord-est da Rwanda, les rebelles du Front Patriotique Rwanda 
(FPR) sont repassEs k 1 ’attaque, k Ruhengeri (nord-ooest), une de 
prindpales villes da pays. Face b la dEgradation de la sEcuritE dat 
cette ville, les troupes frangaises ont EvacuE mercredi soir vers Kiga 
189 personnes de 12 nationalitEs drffErentcs, dont 43 Frangais, pud 
ont EvacuE jeudi soir 63 personnes — dont 20 Frangais — de la ville cj 
Gisenyi, dont fa sEcuritE risquait d’etre menacEe par les rebelles 


MERCREDI 


-Une bombe ou un missile toe au moins une personne et en 
blesse une autre k la frontiEre jordano-iraltienne, fermEe 
par 1'Irak le jour mfime. 

-Bagdad met en garde Ankara contre les consequences de 
son alliance avec la coalition. 

-Bagdad affirme avoir arrEtE un pflote britannique qu'il 
ittenrifia comme Robert James Stewart. 

-Radio T€Mran affirme qu’un groupe de soldats de la 
coalition a 6t6 fait prisonmer au cours d’une attaque de 
Farm 6 c irakienne sur des positions alliEes a la frontiEre de 
1’Arabie Saoudite. 

-La Grande-Brctagne expulse une vingtaine d’lrakiens et 
en arr&te plusieurs autres. 


SAMEDI 


-Attentat a la bombe contre le journal * LibEration* a Paris, 
causant des dEgfits matEriels sans faire de victime. Un tract 
retrouve sur les lieux conduit les enquEteurs k Etablir un 
lien avec la guerre du Golfe. 

-Sept avions irakiens, dont un en flammes, se posent 
d’urgence en Iran. TEhfiran met en garde toutes les parties 
prenantes de la guerre contre one violation de ses 
frontiEres. 


SOS. Le mouvement antirariste frangais SOS-Rarisme s’est dEchh 
cette semaine. Au lendemain de sa participation k fa premiEi 
manifestation pacifiste en France, quatre de ses fondateurs or 
daquE la porte: Pierre BergE — personnalitE proche du prEsidet 
Frangois Mitterrand, prEsident de 1’OpEra de Paris et bafUenr d 
foods de 1’organteatioii — . Georges-Marc Benamou — directenr d 
magazine Globe — et les Ecrivains Bernard-Henri LEvy et Gu 
Ronopnicki, qui ont dEnoncE les positions *drresponsabiles» d 
SOS-Rarisme. L'Ecrivain Marek Halter, autre «parrain» de Fassodt 
tion a aussi ipmpu avec le mouvement. L’autre association ant 
radste, France-Plus, defendant I’intEgration des jennes issus d 
rimmigration maghrEfnne, avait demandE de s’ahstemr de toot 
manifestation. 


Deficit. Le dEfidt dn commerce extErieur frangais a atteint en 199 
un peu plus de SO milliards de F (prEs de 10 milliards de dollars), sal 
6 milliar ds de plus qu’en 1989. Ces rEsoltats sont interprEtEs comm 
pas tropmauvais, en raison de renchErissement dn prix dn pEtrole < 

des dEbxits de recession chez des partenaires oommerriaux ans 
importants que les Etats-Unis on la Grande-Bretagne. En novembf* 
le ministre du Commerce ExtErieur, Jean-Marie Raush, avail estim 
que sans fa crise du Golfe le dEfirit commercial de 1’annEe aurait p 
Etre contenu k 35 milliards de F. Le dEfirit commercial de la Franc 
n’a cessE de .se dEgrader depais 1986. 
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Entretien du r6seau parisien 

Les robots sont dans le 

Des robots qoi voient tout, contournent les obstacles, 
savent s’arrdter au bord du quai et attendre nne rame 
poor passer d’une station & I’autre, 9 a eadste. La sodd£ 
gestionnaire do mdtro parisien vient de les «embaodiei> 
poor rentrdkn de ses stations. Grfice k en les baiayenrs 
t radition ne b des stations vont se transformer en survefl- 
lants d’engms de haute tedmofogie. Apds le mdtro, poor 
leqnd il s’agjt encore d’une experience, la pyramids do 
Louvre et certaines grandes entreprises ponrraient ainsi 
dtre entretennes par des robots. 


Depuis le mois de septembre 
1990, six robots nettoient les 
quais, les couloirs et les bQietter- 
ies du metro parisien. H s'agit de 
CAB X (Combines Autonomes 
de Balayage), engins de 450 kilos, 
de 140 can de hauteur, de 170 cm 
de longueur et de 56 cm de 
large ur seulement, pour po avoir 
se glisser dans les passages 
dtroits. Leur systftme de roule- 
merrt sur chenilles leur pennet de 
gravir des escahers ou de monter 
dans one rame de mdtro pour 
gagner une autre station k net- 
toyer. Leur motenr dlectrique 
dispose d’une autonomie de six 
heures et les fait avancer & la 
vitesse de 3.5 km/h. 

Bien qu'ils soient programmes 
pour nettoyer de fagon entiere- 
ment automatique, fls seront sur- 
feints en permanence par on 
agent de la society chaigde du 
aettoyage dn mfitro, la Comatec. 

1 Tout en se consacrant aux parties 
; naccssfblcs an CAB X, telles que 
es stages ou les poubelles. 1 ’agent 
‘•’assurers que personae n’em- 
5 &he le robot de rernpHr sa 
nission. L’avant de I’engin est 
Squipd de brasses rotatives qui 
•amdnent les detritus dans Faxe 
le la machin e oh 3s sont aspires 
'ers on sac ponbelle de cent 
rtres. 

Le CAB X drcule et nettoie 
don le programme infbnnatique 
xmgu pour hri. H est guide par 
on gyromdtre ft gaz ainsi que par 
les balises magndtiques qui au- 


ront £t£ implantdes dans le sol. 
Un systdme de detection par 
ultrasons et par rayonnements 
infrarouges loi permet <T£viter 
aussi bien les vkfes que les obsta- 
cles. En cas de contact avec un 
voyagenr, par exemple, 3 s’arrfite 
mstantandmenL 

Les ax CAB X qui sont entrds 
en service d 1 'automne ne sont 
que 1 ’ avant-garde d’une armie de 
cent robots oettoyeuis qui ddbar- 
queront dans le mdtro k partir de 
septembre 1991. La Comatec a 
signd en effet, le ler fdvrier der- 
nier, on accord d’une durde de six 
ans -avec une filiate de Renault 
pour la paitie mfecaniqoe, et avec 
une filiale du Commissariat k 
l’Energie Atomique pour ie 
contrdle-commande, le gyro- 
scope et les capteurs, portant sur 
la fabrication de cent engins an 
prix unitaire d’un million de 
francs. 

Cette innovation considerable 
a dt£ lancde par la R 6 gie Auton- 
ome des Transports Parisiens 
(RATP) qui exploite le m£tro. 
CeUe-cd dprouvait de grandes dif- 
ficult^ avec son scvice de net- 
toyage qui counaissait des grfcves 
frdquentes chez un personnel 
payd an salaire irrinimnm et in- 
sadsfait d’un travail peu grati- 
fiant. Ce mdcontentement latent 
se tiaduisait par un manque de 
propretd des quais et des couloirs 
auquel les voyageurs dtaient de 
pins en phis sensibles. Les risques 
de desertion dn metro etaient 


_ibres propos 


IVIemoires d’une guerre 




C'est dans la nuit de mer- 
r redi que la guerre a delate... 
I*.:£t alors? Rien! Personne 
retail surpris. Aprds une 
;r;angue attente. 1 ‘inevitable 
.^t'etait enfin produit. On 
;*• avait que c'dtait imminent, 
*■' ion pas parce que 1 ’affaire 
tail difficile k resoudre. mais 
;* 3 ,jarce que les deux parties en : 
£*ause voulaient la guerre. On 
. vait soif de cette guerTe-Ia. 
i _ A longueur de joumee (ces 
ours-ci on a tendance a res- 
;• er k la maison), on ecoutait 
. - a radio, on lisait les joumaux 
t on regardait la television. 
3n n'imagine pas a quel 
•;'»oint c’est dpuisant. On re- 
• oit la chaine syrienne et la 
haine israelienne. Malgre les 
. onseiis du gouvemement de 
ie pas dcouter ce que dit 
•,’ennemi (Israel), je ne peux 
-••• amais rdsister k la tentation: 

. :’est interessant de savoir ce 
jue les autres pensent et j’ai 
oujours et 6 fascinde par Fha- 
>iletd des gens h exagerer et a 
. eformuler les nouvelles 
. elon leurs interets propres. 
..Test plus fort que les ex- 
. -Trices de style qu’on prati- 
]uait a I’Universite. On ne 
ait jamais quelle est la 
<vraie* vdrite ('si tant est qu’il 
1 en ait une). 

La nuit suivante (deuxi&me 
.our du conflit arme) n’dtait 
,)lus interessante. Je fus 
dveillde vers 3h du matin par 
■a voix de mon pere qui disait 
1 ma mdre de ne pas me 
■ ieranger. II faut avouer qu'il 
1 misdrablement echoue dans 
ion but: il criait les mots, ce 
fui avait suffi a me sortir de 
non sommeil. Ma mere 
autait d’un endroit a 1 ’autre. 
Due I que chose s’etait passe, 
'en etais sure- Les Irakiens 
/enaient de bombarder 
•Jsrael. J’dtais contente, le 
.-^euple palestinien a 
^eaucoup souffert . a cause 
'J'eux. Les Isra^liens mdritent 
plus que ga. Pour la premiere 
fois depuis tres longtemps, un 
irabe nous avait venges. Sad- 
dam Hussein (en oubliant ses 
..vices et ses vertus. puisque 
personne n’est parfait) a su 
.satisfaire notre amertume 
’aprhs des anndes de frustra- 
-tion. J’en suis fiere. 

; Les Jordaniens et les 
iPalestiniens sont les plus 
touches economiquement par 
la guerre. On tient bon mal- 
ware les probabilit 6 s de mourir 
?ous un raid aerien ou sous 
les gaz chimiques. 

- Les Strangers en Jordanie 
‘sont priviligies. ils ont des 
'masques. On m‘a dit que cela 
'se vendait sur le marche. 
mais ga coute cher. A 50 
dinars Ie masque, ga ne sert k 
rien: ou on achete les mas- 
ques et on meurt de faim ■ 


faute de sous, ou on econo- 
mise et on meurt sous |es gaz 
chimiques. En y pensant. je 
pr£fere les gaz. c'est plus 
rapide, on souffre moins. 

Je ne comprends pas grand 
chose a la politique. D'ail- 
leurs je ne cherche pas a 
comprendre: ga me donne 
des ntiiux de tete. Mais par- 
fois je tom be (volontaire- 
ment et de bon gre) dans des 
cercles vicieux tTes interes- 
sants. Je ne peux m'em- 
pecher d’y penser ind^fini- 
ment: Pourquoi (dans le 
monde exterieur) le mot 
*arabe~ signifie-t-il la plupart 
du temps «terroriste»? Pour- 
quoi parle-t-on toujours 
d'une ^agression- palesti- 
nienne et d'un «acte de 
defense* isradlien? Pourquoi 
est-on choqu£ par le toumant 
serieux que prennent les 
^venements lorsque les Ira- 
kiens bombardent Israel alors 
qu'Israe! est k la source de 
tout conflit dans cette region? 
Pourquoi est-ce la faute de 
1 ’Irak si le dernier plan fran- 
gais pour une solution parifi- 
que a 6 chou€ alors que ce 
sont les Etats-Unis qui Pont 
rejete, une heure aprfes qu'il 
eut ete propose. 

Le jeu a commence et les. . . 
masques sont tombes. Ii ne 
nous reste qu'a suivre ensem- 
ble le reste de cette tragi- 
comedie. 

P.S.l: Ils sont tres ddmocrati- 
ques, !a-bas, aux Etats-Unis. 
Ils refusent de presenter les 
communiques condamnant la 
guerre sous pretexte que le 
contexte est particular. 
Pourquoi une telle precau- 
tion si Ton est si sur de ce que 
I’on fait? 

P.S.2: Vive les patriotes 
jordaniens: ils sont partis, ont 
quitte Ie pays, se sont enfuis 
ailleurs, dans Ie but evident 
de rester sains et saufs jus- 
qu’a la fin de la guerre et de 
pouvoir revenir ensuite pour 
aider & la reconstruction du 
pays. 

P.S.3: Ou sont les Kowei- 
tiens? Pourquoi ont-ils besoin 
des etrangers pour liberer 
leur pays? Que font-ils pen- 
dant que ies Anglais, les 
Americains et les Frangais 
(entre autres) ddfendent leur 
pays? Une majorite d’entre 
eux sont aux Etats-Unis. en 
France et en Angleterre, 
pour surveiller la situation de 
loin, pour prendre des me- 
sures de securite et des deri- 
sions definitives, pour 
pouvoir surtout, si la guerre 
s'dtend, gmigrer en Chine ou 
au Pole Sud, par exemple. 

Inas Nammari 


rhels. 

Anssi la RATP a-t-elle 
soohaite, d£s 1985, moderniser 
de fagon significative le netloyage 
■ des installations en ayant recoors 
i des machines trS s aotomatis£es. 
Les gams de productivity de- 
vralent pennettre de rednire le 
sombre des agents et de modifier 
leur condition: autrement <fit, le 
recoins an robot transformera le 
balayeor en an surveillant -nrieux 
remonere- d’nn engin de hante 
tedmologie. 

POur preparer cette revolution, 
la RATP et 1a Comatec ont lance 
on programme de recherches 
d’un mon tant total de TO millions 
de francs. 

Un laboratoire du Centre 
National de la Recherche Sden- 
tifiqne (CNRS) et one filiale de la 
Comatec ont travailie sur la me- 
sure de la distance par ultrasons. 
Le gyroscope s’est inspire des 
instruments de navigation a£rien- 
ne les pins modernes. Renault a 
donne son savoir fane en mafidre 
(Tengins k chenille. SAFT, ses 
batteries £lectriques de longue 
dux£e et de grande puissance. 

Ce programme a donne k la 
Comatec I’envie d’aller plus loin 
dans fa modernisation de ses 
tfiches de nettoyage. Pour laver 
notamment ies glaces de la pyra- 
mide du Louvre, les salles du 
mus£e d’Otsay ou Ies usines Re- 
nault, l’entreprise a depose une 
vingtaine de brevets pour des 
robots lustreurs, aspirateurs, 
laveurs, capables de nettoyer vite 
et bien les fagades d’immeubles, 
les trains, les vitres, les voies et 
Ies vodtes. 

Cette inventivite robotique a 
ete r£compens£e, le 8 mars der- 
nier, par un prix international qui 
a ete attribue k la Comatec par 
ITnstitut International de Promo- 
tion et de Prestige, organisation 
affili£e k F UNESCO et re- 
groupant 53 pays. En remettant 
ce prix, le professeur Maurice 
L£vy, anden president de la Gt£ 
des Sciences et de l'lndustrie, a ' 
soulignd que cette recompense 
allart k une action mende, de 
fagon exemplaire, dan* la phu- 
tdisdplinarite et avec nne «volon- 
te tenace d’aboutir a du concrete. 

Demain, les robots seront dans 
le metro et Ies musdes. A quand 
des automates domestiques? 

Alain Fanjas 

3 pour 10.000 

Suite a une erreur de com- 
position. le taux de personnes 
droguees sur l'ensemble de la 
population jordanienne est 
appparu de fagon erronee 
dans notre article de diman- 
che dernier intitule «La lutte 
contre les trafi quants*. 

Faible pa\-s de consomma- 
tion, la Jordanie n'est affec- 
tee qu'k raison de 3 habitants 
pour 10.000 par I’ usage des 
diff^ rentes drogues. 

Nous prions les lecteurs du 
«Jourdain» de nous pardon- 
ner cette erreur technique. 


Ce matin, comme tous les 
matins depuis plus d’une 
semaine, one trentaine de 
personnes attendent, dans le 
fioid, le bus ou le taxi eoHec- 
tif qui pourrait les emmener 
jusqu’an pont Allenby pour 
qu’Us rentrent chez eux, en 
Palestine occupde. 

Il est 6 heures du matin k la 
gare routidre d’Abdali. La 
plupart de ceux qui sont 1 ^ 
sont vieux et en ont assez de 
venlr ainsi, de bon matin avec 
tous leurs bagages, pour s’en- 
tendre dire qu’ils ne pourront 
pas passer aujourd’hui et 
qu’il faudra retenter sa 
chance demain. La col&re ex- 
plose: «cela fait sept jours de 
suite que je viens id pour rien 
avec ma sceur malade qui 
veut rentier chez elle», s’em- 
porte Youssef, petit homme 
de cmquante ans, visiblement 
ddsempard. 

Offidellement pourtant le 
pont n’est pas fermd. Mais fl 
Test de faiL Les militaires 
Isradliens qui le contrdlent 
ont fixd des quotas de pas- 
sage qui varient au jour le 
jour. Bs montent dans Ies 
autocars arrivant de Jordanie 
et choisissent sur des entires 
mystdrieux ceux qui passer- 
ont ou non. Hormis les per- 
sonnes dgdes de plus de 70 
ans, pour qui I’entrde est 
automatiquement autorisde, 
les crit&res ne correspondent 
ni & l’Sge, ni au sexe, ni k la 
condition sodale de l’indivi- 
du. Pour pxeuve cette m&re 
qui a du passer plus de trois 
jours de ce cdtd-d du pont 
avec ses trois enfants, se 
voyant systdmatiquement re- 
fuser l’entrde en Palestine. 

Raison offidelle de cette 
quasi fermeture du pont: le 
couvre-feu imposd par Israel 
sur la dsjordanie, qui interdit 
aux taxis comme k toute au- 
tre voiture de rirculer entre le 
Jourdain et Jerusalem. Passer 
le pont sans autorisation spd- 
dale ne serait done que tom- 
ber sur de nouveaux prob- 
ldmes pour rejoindre son 
domicile, A.Jdrusalem ou ail- 
leurs. 

: Ceux :qui,. viennent ainsi 
chaque matin k Abdali, dans 
Fespoir d’une interruption 
momentande de ces mesures, 
ne viennent pas toujonrs 
d’ Amm an mdme. Us vien- 
nent parftris des an tres viDes 
de Jordanie et sont obligds de 
refaire k l’envers les 
kilometres faits le matins 
poor se rendre k la gare 
routidre. Bredouiiles, blo- 
ques, dcccurds. 

La plupart d’entre eux sont 
des personnes assez &gdes. 


Les moins de 35 ans n’ont pas 
le droit en effet de traverser 
le pont sanf k tester poor au 
moins neuf mois dans leur 
zone de destination, ce qui 
les dissuade souvent de le 
faire. 

Osama, 35 ans, raconte. H 
est parti dn Koweit an mo- 
ment des premiers bom- 
■baidements et n’a 
rigoureusement auenne 
famill e en Jordanie: tous ses 
parents vivent en Palestine. 
Non seulement il ne pent pas 
Ies rejoindre mais il' n’a phis 
un FDs en poebe (autre que 
l’argent ndeessaire pour le 
voyage) et doit se ddbroutQer 
comme 3 pent poor passer la 
nuit aux abords de la gare 
rontidre. «Chaque jour, 
exphque-t-il, je vois un petit 
groupe partir... Et moi j’at- 
tend$.» 

Beancoup de gens font Ie 
choix de partir sans autorisa- 
tion jusqu’au pont par leurs 
propres moyens, mais arrives 
li-bas ils sont bloquds et 
n’ont plus qu’d dormir dans 
les mosqudes on k la belle 
dtoile. 

Pour mettre fin k cette 
situation angoissante et pdni- 
ble, les candidate au voyage 
ont tentd de faire appel k la 
Croix-Rouge, lui demandant 
d’afidter un car ^>ddal qui les 
emmdnerait tous, sous sa 
protection, de l’autre cdtd du 
Jourdain. On leur a rdpondu 
que la Croix-Rouge ne 
pouvait intervenir que dans 
des cas d’orgence bien ddfi- 
nis, notamment poor saover 
des blessds, mais qu’elle dtait 
dans i’incapacitd de rdsoudre 
ce type de probldme. 

Soudain, un policier s’ap- 
proebe avec les papiers roses 
qui matdrialisent id l’e^poir 
de pouvoir rentier chez soi. 
On soupire, on s’approche de 
hii: les autoritds du pont ont 
tdldphond et autorisent trente 
personnes k passer. C’est le 
fruit, pour aujourd’hui, des 
negotiations qui ont lieu cha- 
que matin entre les poliders 
d’Abdali. et le pont. Des 
negotiations k distance, qui • 
visent k ite -pas faire^ partir - 
trap de gens inutilement jus- 
qu’an pont en limitant le 
nombre des departs k celui 
des autorisations qui seront 
accorddes. En un din d’cefl, 
tout le monde embarque dan* 
les taxis qui ne tardent pas k 
filer... Youssef les regarde 
partir: «respfere que cette 
fois c’est la bonne murmure- 
t-il*. B n’a pas envie de revoir 
sa sceur, ce soir, k Amman. 

Jean-Marc Bordes 


P6dagogie et musique 

L’etendue (Pune gamme simple 

Ilya deux cents ans — le 5 ddeembre 1791 pour £tre prfids — le 
compositeur autrichien Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart mourait. 
Pour les mdlomaiies de nos jours — musiciens et public — les 
accomplissements de ce gdnie. ddcddd k 1’ige de 36 ans. sont 
encore un ravissemenL Pour eux. un peu partout'dans le monde, 
Fannde 1991 s’inscrit comme Fannde Mozart. En Jordanie, pays 
accabld par la crise du Gblfe, les festivitds envisagdes par Ie 
directeur du Conservatoire National de Musique, Foundation Noor 
A1 Hussein, ont malheureusement toutes dte annulees. Pourtant. 
Krfah Fakhouri continue k. faire ddcouvrir k ses dldves les 
subtilitds de cette murique sublime. 

Le Jourdain: Quefle est sa partition prdfdree? 

Kifah Fakbouri: Sans doute la serenade baptisde «une pente 
musique de nuit, Eine Heine Nachtmudk, resumd. de Tan de 
Mozart, et mod&le eminent de sa simplitite inimitable. Un 
violoniste qui vient d’achever une formation de deux ans peut 
ddjS la jouer. Cela dit, c’est au Requiem, dernier versement de 
cette imagination remarqoable, qu'il faut s’intdresser pour se 
rendre compte de la totalite de son talent: son empJoi complexe 
d’harmonies. de contrepoints, d’instruments et de voix. 11 faut 
remarquer aussi la valeur hist ori que de cette ctuvre se sirnant k la 
chami&re de deux epoqnes: le baroque de Bach qu’elle fait p reave 
d’avoir assimild et 1’allusion qu’elie fait, par ses structures, aux 
tentatives de Beethoven au XD(feme si dele, prdfiguration du 
romantisme. 

LJ: On salt de Mozart qn’il a commence, k composer dds I’fige de 
six ans. Est-ce qn’nn dfeve dn mane age avangant sur les pas du 
petit Wolfgang peut s’assurer une progression mudcale compara- 
ble an fur et k mesure qu’il maltrise F ensemble des 626 
compositions dentes par le musiden? 

KF: Signalons premierement que l’ceuvre de Mozart foumit une 
matidre ideale pour 1’enseignement de la musique. Formulas 
d’aprds Ies prinripes du clacissisme, ce sont des modules de 
somietd et de precision. Les themes mdtodiques sont clairs. 
rharmonie est simple et la suite des iddes musicales limpide. Cela 
dit, on constate que l’dtude de ses partitions musicales dans un 
ordre dironologique n’a rien k .voir avec une progression 
artistique chez 1'dtudiant. Ilya des compositions de la demidre 
pdriode de Mozart qui sont plus efficaces en tant qu’exerrices 
pour des debutants que celles de la premiere pdriode. Mozart, 
dans sa maturity, resumait les prinripes d’une fagon encore plus 
nette que dans son enfance. 

LJ: Comment alors ces modules sont-Hs mis at pratique? 

KF: En partagean t Ies exercices entre deux groupes d'dtudiants 
nous nous heurtons k un paradoxe. L'etude de Mozart est phis 
benefiques aux debutants compositeurs qu’interprdtes. C’est que 
la simplitite de Mozart ddvoile k l'eleve les progrfes d'une idee 
musicale. On peut dire que Mozart n'a dcrit que des gammes 
Mais c’est justement cette simplitite heureuse qui devient 
exigeante au moment de Finterpretation, acte qui vise k marier les 
gammes des sentiments a ia technique. Trouver [’intonation juste 
demande une grande maturity. Et c'est la raison pour laquelle, au 
Conservatoire, nous n’introduisons Mozart pour les interpretes 
qu’k une dtape avancee de leur instruction. 

LJ: Un musicien jordanien, s’exprimant dan.* une locution 
ori en tale, qn’a-t-D k apprendre de Mozart? 

KF: Rien du tout. Je voudrais toutefbisprdtiserce jugement. Si je 
dis qu'il n’y a aucune raison pour qu’un musicien arabe s acharae 
k ytudier Mozart, c'est que son vocabulaird'Tritiac&l apparent 4' 
qn ordre jc^ilturel qui est loin- d’etre v celuf de la music 
octidentale. B pent trouver la maturife°sans avoir assidiild 1 
legons du classitisme auquel Mozart appartienL C’est dans’ la 
mesure oil un tel musicien voudrait dlargir sa connaissance 
d’instruments divers que 1’ceuvre de Mozart peut ofirir un trds bel 
exemple. 

LJ: Est-ce que le fait que Mozart ait £t£ si jeune on musitien 
accompli est un fait significatif pour un enseignaiit de musique? 

KF: Cest un fait utile. Au Conservatoire, nous constatons que 
c’est un moyen de persuader les parents hesitants a inscribe leurs 
enfants k un age qu’ils estiment souvent trap prdcoce. Cela s’est 
aussi rdvdld une intitation efficace pour les*dl£ves recalcitrants. 
Ayant le mdme fige qu’eux, Mozart est pergu comme un dgal et a 
I’heur deveiller en eux un esprit de competition. 

Propos recaelllis 
par Sami Kamal 


TELEVISION 


DIMANCHE 

18 b 00 - “Des chiffres des 
lettres”. Jeu. 

18h30 - “L’dcole des fans”. Des 
enfants interpretent le repertoire 
d’un chanteur cdlfebre. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - “Faut pas rdver". 
Documentaire. 

LUNDI 

I8h00 - La Camorra. Sdrie poli- 
tifere. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Magazine sportif hebdo- 

madairc. 

MARDI 

18 b 00 - “Les ratons laveurs”. 
dessm animdl 

18h30 - “Fusion”. Magazine 
documentaire. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19fal5 - “Aujourd’hui en Jordan 
me”. Magazine local prepaid et 
prdsenty par Saleh Madi. 

MERCREDI 

18h00 - “Thalassa”. Le raaga-. 
zine de la mer. 

18h30 - “Sixifeme gauche”. 
Nouvel episode d'une sdrie de 50 
qui raconte la cohabitation, dans 
le metne immeuble, d’une famil- 
le de Frangais d'origine algdrieA- 
ne et d'une famille francor 
frangaise. 

19b00 - Le Journal. 

19b 15 - “Carnet de notes”. Ex- 
traits de musique classique. 

JEUDI 

18h00 - “Snorky”. Dessin ani- 
md. 

18h30 - “Splendeur sauvage". 
Documentaire sur la vie des ani- 
maux. 

19b00 - Le Journal. 

19hI5 - Reportage. 

VENDREDI 

18b00 - “Pour tout r©r-du Trans- “ J 
vaal ”>00 Nouvel episode d’une 
- -serie documentaire en six parti e^ 1 ’ ’ 
consacrde k la lutte qui opposa 
les soldats britanniques aux fer- 
miers hollandais au ddbut de ce -- 
siede en Afriqoe ausrrale. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Documentaire. 

SAMEDI 

18h00 - “Quand la science mene 
1’enquete”. Documentaire stien- 
tifique. 

I9h00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - “Carnet de notes”. Ex- 
traits de musique classique. 


Le Seigneur dtait furieux. Poussd par des tueurs qui 
s’dtaient constitud par la ruse et la fdrotitd un Etat sur la 
terre de Palestine, Bush (soi-disant president de 1’unique 
super-puissance plandtaire encore existante) venait de 
d&Iencher contre la Mdsopotamie Tune des plus sales 
guerres qn’aie jamais connue niumanitd depuis la- Crea- 
tion! LAche, Bush n’avait pas osd s’attaquer seul k Flrak. B. 
avait rdussi k entrainer avec lui le tiief des hooligans 
britanniques nommd Major (quoique plutfit «Minem> du 
point de vue moral), un prdsident frangais (qui ayant dtd 
battu aux elections par De Gaulle 3 y a bien longtemps de 
cefa, se vengeait prdsentement en s’attelant avec acharne- 
ment k ddtrnire toot ce qu’avait patiemment construit ce 
grand homme), ainsi que vingt-sept autres vaoriens, dont 
neuf despot es arabes (le neuvi&me n’dtant autre que le 
prdsident d’ Argentine, d’origine syrienne). 

Le Seigneur prit place sur son trfine. A sa droite se 
trouvait naturellement Jesus. Celui-d pleurait k chaudes 
larmes en caresant les dieveux de plusieurs enfants d’lrak, 
envoyds tout rdeemment au paratfc par la haute technolo- 
gy de Bush et de ses alEds. Le Pdre, agacd par les 
renifiements de son His. finit par lui deman den «Mais 
qu’est-ce qui te fait encore pleurer? N’ai-je pas admis au 
paradis toutes les victimes de Bush et de ses accolites!* 

«Oui, Pdre, et je t'en suis bien reconn aissant. Ce qui me 
fend le cceur c’est de penser k la douleur et k la 
consternation que doivent ressentir les parents de ces 
enfants.* 

«Bien stir Fils. Eh bien, que les parents de ces enfants 
soient dgalement admis au Paradis lorsque leur heore 
sonnerai* 

Puis, se toumant vers l’Archange Gabriel, le Seigneur 
ordonna: «Apportez-moi Bush, Mitterrand et Major im- 
mddiatement!*...'Queiques secondes plus tard, les trois 
homines, trcmblants, se tenaient devan t le Seigneur. 

«Mais oh est Saddam?*, finit par demander Bush. 

« Saddam, rdpondit le Bon Dieu, ne fait que rdclamer la 
justice et le respect de son peuple. B n'y a auenne raison 
poor qu’il comparaisse devan t moi, du moins pas pour le 
moment.* 

«Et Shamir?*, demands Mitterrand. 

«Le dossier de celui-ci est teilement charge que je ne 
peux plus rien pour loi. Meme Molse iti present a refuse 
obstinement d’interceder en sa faveur. Shamir, ainsi 
d’ailleurs que bon nombre de ses soi-disant compatriotes, 
ira done tr^s bientdt erienfer. Quant k vous-autres, je vous 
ai fait venir k la demande de mon FBs pour vous donner 
une toute dem&re chance.* 

«Mais Ozal, Moub...», essaya de demander Major, qui 
-avait en tete une longae Uste de dirigeants arabes et 


Sans blague! 

Le tribunal du Seigneur 

musuhnans qu’il trouvait encore plus coopables que Lui- 
mfime, mais 3 fat mterrompu par Ie Bon Dieu: 

«Leurs dossiers sont presque aussi rdpog^ante que celui 
de Shamir. Mahommet, id present, a d 6cr6t6 que ceux-ci' 
ne faisaient pins partfe de ses fiddles. De phis, aucun autre 
prophdte n’a vouhi interedder en lenr faveur.* 

«M£me pas Moise?*, s’dtonna Bush. 

«M 6 me pas Molse. Mais trdve de questions! vous allez 
dcouter avec attention ce que j’ai k vous dire. Pexige que 
vous arrdtiez immddiatement votre genocide inoui contre 
llrak, que vous empdehiez les Isradliens de perpdtrer leurs 
agressions contumelies contre les Palestiniens, les T i hanak 
et les Syriens da Golan et que vous contribuiez activement 
k instaurer une paix juste et durable an Moyen-Orient. 
Quant an Koweit, ma volontd est qn’3 fasse partie de 
l’lrak. Ne vous mdlez plus de remettre un prince feodal et 
corrompu sur son trdne. je vous lalsse quekjues minutes 
pour rdfiddiir.* 

Bush dtait absolmnent furieux: A travers cette guerre, 
qu’il s’dtait atteld avec application k rendre «juste», H 
n’essayait que d’implanter un nouvel ordre mondial, ordre 
dans lequel son pays tiendrazt natuieDement la premiere 
place! 

Par aflleurs, Maggie, et plus tard Major, s’dtaient 
acharads en suivant aveogfdment Bush k essayer d’obtenir 
pour leur pays une bonne deuridme place dan* ce nouvel 
ordre, mais ils sayaient qne Bush serait obtigd en ddfinitive 
de placer Israel avant eux. N’empeche, la Grande- 
Bretagne devait k tout prix prendre la trois&me place, 
devant FAflemague et surtout la France! 

Quant & Mitterrand, il finit par comprendre qne les 
Arabes et les Mus nlm a ns figuraient en toute demi&re place 
dans le nouvel ordre mondial de Bush (juste apr&s le Zaire 
' et lTnde). n se rdsigna avec rdticence k joindre la coalition 
montde par Fadministration amdricaine, rien que pour 
g a rantir i la France une place avanede dan* ce nouvel 
ordre, et aussi pour s’assurer quelques milli ards que 
certains princes du pdtrole, frappds d’ une crise 

d’insanitd, s’dtaient mis k distribuer k droite et k gauche. 

Aprds ce qu’ils venaient d’entendre, les trois hommes 
restaient plongds dans leurs pensdes. Mitterrand finit par 
rompre le silence: «Je suis d’accord avec le Bon Dieu. Dans 
le nouvel ordre, donnons aux Arabes et aux Isradbens la 
mdme place!* 

«Moi aussi, je suis d’accord*, dit Major, qui commcngait 
k se fdlkiter de la ddmarche du Bon Dieu. «La Grande- 
Bretagne est mairitenant sfire de prendre au mom* la 
deuxidme place. Avec les IsradHens mi der n i dr e place aux 
cdtds des Arabes, mes hooligans pouzraient mener ces 
idiots de cow-boys par le bout du nez et peut-dtre se Mwr 


k la premi&re place*, pensait-il avec satisfaction. 

«Vous dtes fans, tons les deux, s'dcria Bush. B n’est pas 
question de bfeser les Arabes k fa denxfeme place! Vous 
vous rendez compte, ajouta-t-H avec ddgoilt en pensant k 
Saddam: un Arabe, musulman qui plus est, k fa deux&me 
place, et peut-dtre un jour k la premiere!* 

Mitterrand et Major comprirent que Bush, pour des 
raisons d’ordre dldctorales surtout, ne pouvait pas donner 
aux Israeiiens moins que la denxfame place. En plus, il leur 
&ait dair que ce panvre Bosh avait snbi un lavage de 
cervean soignd: il portait dans son coeur nne crainte 
mafadive pour tout ce qui dtait arabe ou musulman. II ne 
leur restait plus qu’k suivre Bush, quitte k ddsobdir au Bon 
Dieu! 

Mitterrand ne s’en inquidtait pas outre mesure. ^Lorsque 
fa crise sera terminde j'arriverai bien k obtenir r absolution 
dn pape, pensait-fl. B semble qne ce drdle de Saint-Pdre 
polonais prenne ses instructions directement de fa CIA et 
qu’il ne roit pas vraiment contre cette guerre. Dommase 
que Bush et Major ne soient pas catholiques!” 

Quant k Major, qui n’avait que quarante sept ans, il se 
chsait que le Bon Dieu fmirait bien par hii pardouner d’id 
vmgt on trente ans, bien avant qne rheme de quitter ce bas 
monde ne sonne pour lui. 

Bush, lui, ne s’inquidtait pas outre mesure de la coldre du 
Bon Own- En bon Texan, l’argent et le pdtrole comptaient 
pour hu bien pins que le Bon Dieu et tous ses Saints! 

Jesus regarda Bush avec stupdfaction. «Je croyais vous 
avou: ml aimer votre procham!*, s’exdama-t-fl avec 
reprodi^ Ndamoins Bush restait obstind. H pensait encore 
nne fens a ce Saddam qm avait osd le braver publiquement 
Aoain dnigrant musulman n’avait osd braier dWteUe 
fagon un prdsidem americam. Mdme pas Nasser’ SS* 
nroyen, dit-fl, je dois dcraser cet inc&, coflte q“ 

■ Voyant Fattitodede Bush, Jdsus pria son pfere de donner 
encore une denudre chance aux trois hommes 
La voix du Bon Dieu se fit entendre: «Je vo'us donne 
cmcore quelques semames pour que la justice et 
rt^entsur tout le Moyen-OriemEn 
votee crdanon doit reprendre fa taille ^u’fl merite ^e 

dWgrenoi^^enai assez de vous v^lego^erS^ 

le fare apparaftre comme un bccuf. De Phis ie E? 
plus voir aucun de ceux qu’a renid mon pi^fete 
mad ® poste. & ce que je viens de vous di^ ^St ^ 


Safari Farah 
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Egypt 


CAIRO (S) — Egypt raised die 
prices of basic consumer com- 
modities Saturday on the eve of a 
mission to Washington to discuss 
the Golf war and economic re- 
form. 

The price of a standard pack of 
20 domestically-produced 
cigarettes rose 15 piastres (five 
cents) to 130 pounds (44 cents). 
Local newspapers said the in- 
crease would generate 200 million 
pound (S69 million) in state re- 
venue. 

The government has taken 
several measures towards freeing 
the economy to win the approval 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) for its reform prog- 
ramme. 

Earlier this month it intro- 
duced short-term treasury bills as 
part of plans to free interest rates, 
a key IMF demand. 

Cabinet Affairs Minister Atef 
Ob dd is due to leave . for 
Washington Sunday for talks with 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady and IMF and World B ank 
officials. 

Cabinet sources told Reuters 
he would review results of the 
latest round of almost three years 
of negotiations with IMF offi- 
cials. 

Egypt needs an agreement with 
the IMF to allow it to go to the 
Paris Chib of creditor nations to 
reschedule pan of its estimated 
$36 milli on dollar debt. 

But Western economists say 
the IMF is insisting Egypt first 
implement a promised reform of 
its currency regulations and intro- 
duce a new sales tax to help dose 
a huge budget deficit. 

Prices of broad beans, a staple 
food for most Egyptians.also rose 
by about 13 per cent. 


Oil prices find equilibrium around $20 


LONDON (R) — Off prices, 
which tumbled after the outbreak 
of the' Gulf war last- week, seem 
to have settled at around $20 a 
bane] and analysts l said Friday 
they would probably stay there 
for the time being. 

“It’s diffidut to see why the 
price should move much either 
way at the moment,” said Mike 
Barry, analyst with Energy Mar- 
ket Consultants in London. • 

“I think the market’s tired to- 
day. People have been living on 
adrenalin for the last two weeks,” 
another analyst said. 

Oil surged briefly to about $35 


a barrel when the first allied 
planes began bombing Baghdad, 
and other Iraqi targets onJan. 17. 

But the price quickly p hinged 
on initial optimism that the war 
could be short. Since then the 
release of international oil stocks 
has offset the rising fear of a 
longer conflict and prices have 
been less volatile. 

At 1700 GMT Friday the 
March contract for North Sea 
Brent blend, the erode oil ben- 
chmark, was priced in London 
$2030 per barrel, seven cents 
under Thursday’s dose, after the 
thinnest day’s trading since 


Christmas. 

“It’s been a zero day,” one 
futures broker said. 

And on New York’s Mercantile 
Exchange the March light crude 
oil futures contract was up just 
seven cents at $21.80, again in 
very light trade. 

“It’s funny, since the war began 
it’s got quieter and quieter,” one 
source with a Japanese trading 
boose said. 

After a brief scare when soar- 
ing tanker insurance costs slowed 
shipping traffic into the Gulf, 
Saudi Arabian and Iranian oil 


exports have been getting back to 
normal. 

And both countries have some 
70-80 million barrels of oil in 
tanker storage close ready to sell 
to consumers if supplies are dis- 
rupted, industry' sources said. 

That means the market is well 
supplied until well into the 
second quarter -j- seasonally the 
weakest period for oil demand. 

“Oil so far )has not been 
affected by the Gulf war. But at 
some point thereptill be a scare,” 
one analyst said! 

In the meantime, prices are 
likely to drift, j 


Lloyd’s 
cuts sea 
cargo rates 
to Jordan 

LONDON ( AP) — The Lloyd’s of 
London insurance market Friday 
increased insurace rates for air 
cargoes worldwide but cut rates 
for sea cargoes going to Israel and 
Jordan. 

The upward move reflected in- 
creased concern about possible 
tenorism attacks on commercial 
aircraft because of the Gulf war. 
The cuts reflected fewer fears abo- 
ut fighting in Israel and Jordan. 

The market’s war risk rating 
committee increased air cargo 
rates to 0375 per cent of the value 
of the cargo, from 0.02 per cent 
worldwide, except where other- 
wise specified. 

For sea cargoes going to Israeli 
Mediterranean ports the rate was 
cut to 0.5 per cent from 0.75 per 
cent. 

For Israeli Red Sea ports and 
Jordan the rate was cut to 0375 
from 05 per cent. 

Cargo insurance rates are reg- 
ularly set by file war risks rating 
committee, which is a joint body 
of Lloyd's of London and the 
Institute of London Underwriters. 


Turkey bans strikes 
for one month 


ISTANBUL (R) — The Turkish 
government has. banned all 
strikes for one month, the semi- 
official Anatolian News Agency 


It also prolonged strikes had 
brought suffering to workers. 

Miners started a march to Ank- 
ara early this month . but were 


reported. Saturdays.-. . i • ► Mrffcstoppedfby^septpi^f&rc 
The ban affects about 105,0CX) ! ..- “They , (the government) age, 
strikers: - -mb roon tihui iig the hostile attitnde'to- M 


Nearly half of them are miners 
at the Black Sea town of Zongul- 
dak who have been out since 
Nov. 30 demanding pay rises of 
more than 800 per cent over two 
years. 

The government said the ban 
was imposed for security reasons. 
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Saturday, January 26, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 



Buy 

ScH 

U-S. dollar * 

665.0 

669.0 

Pound S [citing 

1301.1 

1308.9 

Deutscfaenuuk 

446 .4 

449.1 

Swiss franc 

526.7 

529.9 

French franc 

131-3 

132.1 

Japanese yen (Cor 100 J 

501.7 

504.7 

Dutch guilder 

395.8 

398J2 

Swedish crown 

119.4 

120.1 

Italian lira (for 100) 

59.4 

59.8 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

216-5 

217.8 


wards workers,” said Semsi De- 
nizer, leader of the miners’ un- 
ion. “There is no national secur- 
ity excuse or any health excuse 
for this.” 

Turk-Is, the main trade union 
confederation which organised a 
one-day stoppage by nearly 1.5 
million members on Jan. 13, said 
the government’s decision was an 
abuse of workers’ rights. 

“Workers’ suffering cannot be 
prevented by putting off the 
strikes,” for more pay since Jan. 
10 . 

In the private sector, more 
than 45,000 members of indepen- 
dent unions staged strikes in iron 
and steel plants, car, and cable 
and wire factories during late 
December and early January. 

About 85,000 other metal 
workers ended a month-old strike 
Friday after winning pay rises of 
between 150 and 304 per cent. 


Rationing of meat and vodka 
to begin in Moscow in March 


MOSCOW (AP) — Officials Jan. 1 levels, allows increases in 
announced Friday that meat, wholesale prices, and establishes 
grains, vodka and wine will be credits from the republic's bank to 
rationed in the Soviet capital. The make up the difference, 
move was a strak acknowledge- “The shelves of Moscow stores 
meat that they expect the local are just as empty as in other cities 
economy of near worthless money of the country,” said a dispatch in 


“People's mentality is based on 
myths,” Abalkin-said. “People ex- 
pect a miracle fro4n the market, or 
at least an extre^nely rapid im- 
provement of the situation.” 
Abalkin also told TASS that 
Gorbachev backed away from a 


er. 


and empty stores to worsen this the Rabochaya Tribuna newspap- crash 500-day plan to transform 

the Soviet Union int'o a market- 
economy because he believed it 
would lead to the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union and a reduction 
of his own power. 

The decision to give senior 
citizens more time to turn in'tbeir 
large rouble notes after the gov- 
ernment’s surprisej Tuesday 
announcement taking 'Jthem out of 
circulation did not change the 200- 
rouble limit they can exchange. 

Many elderly Soviets do not trust 
banks and keep thousttnds of rou- 
bles at home. Officials; said they 
were palling the notes out of 
circulation to disrupt the black 
market. 

TASS reported Friday that a 
prisoner in a far east [labour camp, 
identified as Alexeii Maksimlrin, 
took the headmistress of the 
camp’s school hostage when he 
heard about the irio&ey reform. 


winter. 

President Mikh ail Gorbachev’s “Now, after long discussions, 
decree taking 50- and 100-rouble the Moscow city council decided to 
notes out of circulation disrupted introduce coupons for meat, lard, 
banks and commerce for a third sausage, grains, vodka and wine,” 
day, and rumours swept the capital said the report, quoting council 
of impending price increases. chairman Yuri Luzhkov. 

The national government said it Rationing will begin Match 1. 
was allowing retirees until Sunday and the city will deride before the 
to exchange their large bills for be ginnin g of every mouth how 
smaller currency. Thursday, four much of each rationed item it can 
republics, including the Russian offer to its nine milli on residents. 

Federation, said they would give the report said, 
residents past the Friday deadline Tobacco and sugar have long 
to exchange their notes. been rationed in Moscow. Nearly 

The dispute appeared likely to all food items are rationed in the 
worsen already sour relations be- country’s second-largest city, 
tween the Kre mlin and the 15 Leningrad, and in many other 
Soviet republics, led by the Rus- cities. 

sian Federation. Russia said The news report quoted Luzh- 
Thursday it would allow its citizens kov as guaranteeing consumers 
until Feb. 1 to change their that the rationed goods will appear 
money. on store shelves. 

Russia has also issued a direc- In a gloomy interview with the 

five that apparently would head TASS news agency, Lenoid Abal- He demanded a bulllet-proof vest 
off any move by the national kin, Gorbachev’s former top eco- ,and a four-wheel cirive vehicle, 
government to raise prices. The nomic adviser, said Soviet citizens TASS said sharpshooters shot 
directive freezes retail prices m the were not prepared for a market and killed him, sand freed the 
Soviet Union’s largest republic at economy. hostage, apparently unharmed. 


Japanese 

car sales 



TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s motor 
vehicle sales rose by 7.1 per cent 
to 5.98 milli on in 1990 despite 
lagging sales in the last two 
months, die Japan Automobile 
Dealers Association has said. 

An association official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said 1990 sales totaled 1306,711 
passenger cars, up 7.1 per cent; 
1,613,153 trucks, up 7.6 per cent 
and 21,925 buses, up 5.9 per cent 
from 1989. 

The official said the industry 
had been expecting a 1990 total of 
six mfffion motor vehicles after 
sales in the first six months rose 
13.1 per cent from a year earlier 
to 3,057,111 amid domestic busi- 
ness, prosperity. 

But sales declined by 2.7 per 
cent from a year earlier to 
198563 in November and drop- 
ped by 2.0 per cent to 163321 in 
December. 


EC warns of disaster 
if trade talks fail 


protectionist regional blocs, un- 
less new rales are drafted by 
March, a top European Commun- 
ity (EC) official said Friday. 

European Commission Vice- 
President Frans Andriessen said it 
was essential that negotiations 
being held under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) be resumed quickly. 

The negotiations have been 
deadlocked since Dec. 8 because 
of a disagreement between the 
European Community and ag- 
ricultural exporting countries, in- . 
eluding the United States, about 
farm subsidies. 

"Failure of the round would be 
disastrous for the world trading 
system,” Andriessen told repor- 
ters. “A risk of the world being 
divided into trading blocs would 
be very likely ... and protection- 
ism, be it national or regional, 
would be strongly stimulated.” . 

He said an agreement must be 


by March If* the- deadline 
the U.S. Congress for a 
nccordtfmutar' ■'thfcJ {Uruguay 
Round of talks, which began at 
this resort in 1986. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Carla Hills said Friday that the 
Gulf war will not diistract the Bush 
administration from seeking a 
pact to re f or m world trade. 

“We are confronting in an in- 
ternational collabtijration a very 
grave problem ill the Middle 
East,” Hills said. u That does not 
mean we do not pity attention to 
economic issues.” 

“My president is able to consid- 
er two issues at t he same time 
with very little difficulty,” she 
said. 


U.S. economy shrinks 
In fourth quarter of 5 90 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. economy, buffeted by the 
Gulf crisis, took a nosedive in the 
final three months of 1990, a 
government report showed Fri- 
day. Economists saw it as con- 
firmation of at least a mod!erate 
recession, with what one tinned 
“a list of risks ... a mile dong” 
ahead. j 

The Commerce Department 
said that the Gross National Pro- 
duct (GNP) — the country’s total 
output of goods and services — 
fell at an annual rate of 2.ll per 
cent from October through De- 
cember. j 

. It was the biggest GNPi drop 
since the depths of the 1 £*81-32 
recession, and was primarilyr attri- 
butable to a huge $21 billion 
fell-off in consumer spending. 

Americans worried abouft the 
state of the economy and the 
situation in the Middle East cut 
back purchases of everything 
from autos to groceries. 

The administration of U..S. 
President George Bosh blamed 
Saddam Hussein’s invasion of 
Kuwait for the slump and main- 
tained that the country woullri 
only suffer two quarters of nega - 
tive GNP before growth resumed 1 


in the spring. 

That would make the Torrent 
recession shorter than the 11- 
montb average of the ei'zjit pre- 
vious downturns since th e; end of 
World War II. 

“Barring a major turn for the 
worse in the Gulf, odds: are that 
the recession should be relatively 
brief in magnitude and d uration,” 
said Commerce Undersecretary 
Michael Darby. 

Darby said the administration 
was pinning its hopes for a quick 
recovery on demand for U.S. 
exports remaining strong, a re- 
latively low level of ymsold busi- 
ness inventories an<j the hope 
that the Federal '/Reserve will 
have more room to 'lower interest 
rates because inffe tionary press- 
ures are easing. . 

However, priva te analysts were 
not nearly as certain that the 
country would be out of a reces- 
sion that soon by spring. They 
said that even iif the Gulf war 
does end quickly, there are other 
factors, such as ‘the problems with 
the country's . financial system, 
that are draggling down economic 
growth. 

Analysts noted that major U.S. 
trading partners, including Bri- 


tain and Canada, are also in a 
recession, thus threatening the 
exprt boom which provided what 
little strength the economy exhi- 
bited last year. 

They also worried that consum- 
ers and businesses, already sad-, 
died wi.th a huge debt load from 
the 1950s, may not be quick to 
resume spending, especially for 
big-ticket purchases such as can 
and homes. 

“From the GNP report, the 
economy looks to be in a moder- : 
ate recession, but the list of risks - 
is a mile long,” said Alien Sinai, 
chief economist of the Boston. 
Co. “The jury is still out on whe q - 
-and bow the recovery will ha p.- 
pen.” 

Fcir all of 1990, the GNP gre.w a 
barely perceptible 0.9 per c^at, 
com.apred to a 25 per ccn.t in-" 
crease in 1989. It was the worst 
showing since GNP fell 2 5 per 
cent during the severe 198?. reces- 
sion. 

Many economists bell .eve the ‘ 
economy was headed for; a reces- 
sion even before thei in vasion of 
Kuwait sent oil prices soaring and 
consumer confidence plummet 
mg. 


Gulf war inspires Taiwanese 
gamblers and businessmen 


TAIPEI. Taiwan (AP) — 
Gambling on the Gulf war has. 
become a craze in Taiwan, 
where businessmen also have 
capitalised on the conflict 

Bookies say the most popular 
bets are: When will a ground war 
start? When will Israel launch 
retaliatory strikes against Iraq’? 
Will the U.S.-led forces win?' 

Gambling is illegal but more 
than 10 per cent of Taiwan’s 2Cl 
million people are estimated to 
patronise bookies, who run, 
underground operations. They 
can win 500 times the amount 
they bet. 


“Taiwan has become the 
second battlefield of the Middle 
East war,” proclaimed the cap- 
tion of a newspaper cartoon 
showing villagers hotting. 

Taiwanese hav<s become 
obsessed with gambling in recent 
years because they have few 
entertainment outlets despite 
their increasing wealth. 

The business and military sec- 
tors have also been affected 
Factories is Taiwan say they 
have been busy filling orders for 
militar y uniforms, tents and gas 
masks for the allied iforces. 
One company said it received 


an order from Saudi Arabia for : 
200,000 liandcuffs, presumably 
for use on captursd Iraqi soldiers, * 

Other enterprises also sought" ' 
to capitalise on the war to projg^ 
ote sales. 

A motorcycl e company adver- ’ 
used that its customers would' ~ 
not have to worry about gasoline’ • 
price hikes resulting from the"* 
conflict because motorcycles use 
less gas than cars. 

A seafood restaurant chfilfl 
slashed prunes on meals in gfl - 
attempt to lessen worries tbgt ~ 
the war would cause inflation te 
worsen. 


Banks and brokers brace 
for heavy weather this year 


AMSTERDAM - (R) The 

wood's .bankers and. brokers, 
already shivering, will need to 
button their overcoats 
more tightly in 1991 to protect, 
against the chill winds of reces- 
sion. 

After the booming 1980 s, 
financial services companies aje 
slashing jobs, retreating from ins- 
ider business and searching for 
safer sources of income and 
straining to shore up their capital 
and to contain bad debts. 

Industry analysts and executives 
see another year of gloom and 
austerity for the world's financial 
bouses following on the declines 
of 1990. 

“The latter part of the ’80s 
were very good years — fuD of 
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LOST PASSPORT 

I, PaJa Ram s/o Puran Chand of Indian nationality have lost my 
passport No. M 901345. 

If found, please) deliver to P.O. Box 28, Rabba-Karak or 
to the nearest police station. 


MAID WANTED 

Full time sleep-in. 

Please co intact Tel 813317 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


1 . Post: 


2 . Basic functions: 

3. Requirements: 


4 . Trial: 

5. Salary: 

6 . Applied Law: 

7. Presentation 
plications: 


Enclose: 


of ap- 


— Domestic Assistant of 
Embassy Residence 

— Cleaning 

— Receiving phone calls 

— Coming of age 
i — Be able to read & write. 

— Experience in similar 
works. 

— In case of not being 
Jordanian, “Resident 
Permit" should be valid. 

— Interview in Chancery 

— According to functions, 
around JD 360 
" — Jordanian Labour Law 

— P.O. Box 454 — Am- 
man. Tel. 622140, 

■ 624187. For fifteen days 
from the date erf today. 

— Curriculum vrtae or 

biodata 

— Two pictures 

— Photocopy of Identity 

Card. 


'hope and optimism. Now-; the 
banks ,ares picking up. the ^b,” 
said Graham Jinks of London 
brokerage house Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd. 

Many others agree. 

“A number of international 
banks may well have to pay a 
steep price for their frivolous 
behaviour of the 1986s,” said 
Herman Wijffels, chairman of the 
Dutch Rabobank. 

The litany of woes troubling 
financiers is long: Slowing econo- 
mic growth, slumping stock and 
property markets, high interest 
rates, business failures that have 
left them with soured loans, over- 
extended consumer borrowers, a 
drop in the number of locrative 
corporate deals and excess capac- 
ity. 

“I believe 1991 will be rougher 
than 1990 for the banks. Most 
businesses are in a more desper- 
ate situation than they’ve been in 
for a very long time. I’ve never 
known people to be so gloomy,” 
Maicom Williamson, executive 
director of U.K.-based Standard 
Chartered Bank, recently told a 
British newspaper. 

The crisis first surfaced in the 
United States. Now it is hitting 
even the big Japanese banks and 
securities houses, once thought to 
be invincible. The share prices of 
many major banks, such as Citi- 
corp and Sumitomo Bank, have 
halved in the past year and profits 
are down almost as much. 

In Europe, Britain has suffered 
severely but continental institu- 
tions appear to be affected less, 
analysts said. 


or with other banks, analysts 
TJiey expect further -coiMolirfgi. ^ 
tion around the world among 
banks, brokers and saving* ffl= . •. 
stitutions. 

“The strong will acquire, th§ 
weak cooperate,'’ said analyst 
WflHam Vincent of UBS Phillips 
and Drew in London. '• 

Defensive moves by banks UJ '* 
link with insurers will also 
accelerate. For banks, such ties V 
come from a desire to increase • 
revenues from less rJgJiyv 
businesses while strengtheaiflfl • 
their capital bases. 

The trend has already gained ■ 
pace in Europe, where U.S, gflg ' 
Japanese -style regulatory restrte-- " • 
tions are no obstacle. 

In November Dutch insurer ' 
Nationale-Nederlanden N.V, serf 
NMB Postbank Group N.V, gg- 
veiled merger plans in one of the 
biggest such deals to date. 
Financial companies also cope > 
with hard times by returning id 
basics. They are foregoing the 
lofty global ambitions of the 
1980s in favour of core businesses 
expected to earn steady returns 
and rebuilding long-term cligflt 
relationships . 

Gone are the days when banks 
and brokers grew fat, aleBOgf 
overnight, on lucrative fees 
generated by blockbuster mer- 
gers and acquisitions. Banks hod 
relaxed lending standards ifid -i 
some even financed hostile 
takeover of longtime clients, 

That has been replaced by & 
fresh zeal for so-called '‘rela- 
tionship banking", recognising " 


A global “credit crunch” has importance of nurturing gOSs 
followed as banks become reluc- to “ er loyalties and developing 


tant to lend to any but the 
strongest borrowers and demand 
higher margins on loans that they 
do make. 

“We’re in the midst of a pro- 
nounced credit contraction. 
Everyone is pulling in their 
horns.” said analyst Matthew 
Czepliewkz of Credit Suisse First 
Boston in London. 

Brokers, too. are reluctant to 
pat their own capital at risk and 
many have pulled out of such 
businesses as risk arbitrage, in 
which they speculated on takeov- 
er stocks. 

As the climate worsens, 
analysts predict more banks find 
brokerage bouses will go out of 
business or be forced to merge. 

“A lot of banks in this world 
are going to vanish. In the; next 
five to 10 years, probably half are 
going to disappear, although 
many of those will be very small,” 

said Czepliewicz. 

Mergers among New York’s 
major commerical ba>oks, once 
unimaginable, .are now likely. 

Chemical Bank and Manufactur- 
es Hanover are tipped as likely 
candidates, either with each other 


reliable sources- of business , 

Finajicial firms are no 
captivated by the idea of oxn^a’ 
ing around the globe and are ■ 
devoting far less energy to v 

ing exotic new financial f filter ’ 
merits. - '• 

“Banks are focusing on : ‘* 
s-trengths. They no longer flaw: '• 
’time for grand plans that wonl; • - 
pay off will 1995 ” said CoS* • 
Natwest USA analyst 
Berman in New York. 

Cost-cutting is also becoming ■ . * 
more urgent and firms are ma£ - 
ing massive layoffs to cut costs. 
Wall Stteet brokerages have ent ‘ ’ 
40,000 jobs since the 1987 stock 
market crash and analysts say'*' 
another 40,000 are likely to go in ‘ •' 
the next few years. 

. J 

Underscoring all this is a severe r J 
shortage of the capital that pro- * * 

vides the financial foundation ’ - ' 
enabling a. firm to weather tough - 
times. 

Analysts said the crisis is most • ‘ 
acute in the U.S. and Japan. But 
commercial banks most build 

their capital to meet international ' • 
standards which come into force ■ i 
in 1993. 
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Latvian buries victims of military attack 





releases five 


army 

Lf thiiiavtlans ; 3 lit hospital 


VILNIUS, Soviet Union (Agen- 
cies) — Three employees of 
Lithuania's parliament were in 
hospital after being beaten op by 
Soviet soldiers and a fourth man 
was still in detention, a spo kesman 
for the parliament said Saturday. 

Audrius Azubalis said five of 
the six Lithuanians detained by 
Soviet troops near Vilnius Thurs- 
day night had been released. 

But three of them, who 'work for 
the Baltic republic’s pro- 
independence parliament, were in 
Lrospital recovering from their in- 
juries, he said. 

“They are suffering from con- 
cur sion, one seriously, and doctors 
sus) wet a fractured stall,” he- said. 

Soldiers seized the six and three 
British reporters after an ali'eged 
shooting incident between an 
arroou red column and two Lithua- 
nian airs Thursday night outride 
Vilnius. 

The journalists were freed un- 
harmed after three hours, but 
young Soviet soldiers punched, 
kicked anil slapped the six Lithua- 
nians and detained them. 

Lithuania in President Vyatautas 
Landsbergis demanded their re- 
lease Friday, comparing, them to 
prisoners of war. 

Azubalis quoted the. army as 
saying it would keep one of those 
arrested in detention for three 
days as he bad been carrying a 
pistol. 

The man had been carrying 
money for the Lithuanian govern- 
ment to the city of Kaunas and 
Azubalis said: “We know he had‘ 
a permit for his gun." 

Azubalis said the commander of 
the Soviet garriion in Vilrrus, 
Major-General VUctimir Uskhop- 


chik, hi id accused the Lithuanian 
government Friday of failing to 
maintain l public order. 

He sai'd Uskhopchik wrote in a 
letter to the republic's parliament 
that as a - result “the situation in the 
Vilnius | garrison is getting more 
and mon: out of control.” 

“An airmy which is no longer 
under con'trol is very dangerous,” 
Azubalis commented. “I don't 
know if this is a threat.” 
Tension between the Soviet 
Armed Forces and the Lithuanian 
government has been high since 
troops killed 13 unarmed civilians 
while forcibly occupying the Vil- 
nius television tower on Jan. 13. 

The bloodsh ed, and the killing 
of five people in two incidents in 
neighbouring L atvia. sparked off a 
storm of protest from Soviet liber- 
als and foreign governments. 
Some have threatened to suspend 
aid to the Soviet Union. 

In the Latvia,! capital Riga, 
where tens of thoiisands attended 
the funerals Friday of three people 
killed in a dash witli Soviet “black 
beret” special forces, only four 
guards were left to jook after the 
fortified parliament -building. 

In Moscow, the Soviet Defence 
and Interior Ministries said Friday 
that beginning Feb. 1 they would 
start forming joint patrols in Riga 
and other major cities. 

The move highlighted the milit- 
ary's* determination to impose 
ordeT on the country. All of the 
Soviet Union's 15 republics have 
declared some form of autonomy 
from Moscow, and the three Baltic 
republics of Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia hav e been at the forefront 
of the independence movement. 
Caskets of the three Latvians 


were /.xuiied through Riga's streets 
to a /slender granite pillar in the 
middle of the city's main avenue. 
The >|9illar is topped with a copper 
statue of Mother Lativa, with her 
arms stretching toward the sky. 

“Latvia, which had only showed 
itself to be an example of the 
peaceful, democratic development 
of society without violence, never- 
theless has been plunged into vio- 
lence: by the dark forces of the 
centre,” said Prune Minister Ivars 
Godinanis. 

In the Soviet Union, the “cen- 
tre” is a common euphemism for 
Mosixjw and the national govern- 
ment:. 


i/vk 


Yeltsin, intejKiewed on Amer- 
ican television . 1 predicted the army 
would not bude a broad-scale 
military crackdown if Gorbachev 
ordered one. 

For this reason, “some of the 
troops, airborne troops, have been 
pot in the command of the KGB 
and taken frofrn the command of 
the army itself.'' Yeltsin said. 

Asked abouit conditions in the 
Soviet Union, jhe replied, “crisis? 


Yes. Verge of 


Tension high in Estonia 

Estonia strengthened barricades 
and increased guards in front of 
parliament Friday, but the separ- 
atist republic's prime minister has 
vo wed that no one wonld die 
defending its buddings. 

Tensions ran high in this most 
v/estward looking of the three Bal- 
tic republics after fatal attacks by 
Soviet troops in Lithuania and 
Latvia the past two weekends. 

, Friday was a day of mourning in 
Estonia for the four people killed 
in Latvia. 

Reins Koov, an aide to Prime 
Minister Edgar Savisaar, said he 
.had information that specially 
itrained troops from the heavily 
j guarded Dvigatel Factory in south- 
' western Tallinn were preparing for 
an attack this week. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
F riday accused Gorbachev of “los- 
ing his common sense" and said he 
feared the Soviet Union was 
the verge of civil war. 


on 


civil war? Yes. It 
has not yet rejacbed the state of 
catastrophe.” j 
He said the/four largest Soviet 
republics — Russia, Byelorussia, 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan — would 
form their own separate union if 
the Kremlin cliief attempted to 
grab absolute' power. 

Yeltsin was virtually ignored by 
senior U.S. ^officials when be vi- 
sited Washington in September 
1989. But mcfeasingly they have 
wanned to him, admired his poli- 
tical skills/ and sought a rela- 
tionship with him . 

Yeltsin t'viay be the Soviet Un- 
ion's most/ popular politician and 
many U.Sj. officials say be may be 
the only le-ader capable of succeed- 
ing Gorbachev. 

Referring at least in part to the 
recent S.rjviet troop crackdown 
against pi o-independence forces in 
the Baltic- republics, Yeltsin said: 
“The recent actions which have 
been on ttlie increase indicate that 
be has b^en losing his common 
sense. And this is dangerous.” 
“How can it be possible to use 
troops against civilians at this 
time? Not only our country will 
turn away fr om him, but the whole 
world will forn away from him,” 
he added. 


Yugoslavia, Croatia 
avert military clash 


BELGRADE (R) — After nine 
hours of stormy overnight crisis 
talks the Yugoslav army and 
Croatia reached an agreement 
Saturday to avert a showdown 
which the rebel republic said 
would have ended in civil war; 

Croatian leaders agreed to de- 
mobilise their militia reservists "by 
midday Saturday and the army 
said it would take soldiers off com- 
bat readiness at the same time. 


The army and the armed Croa- 
tian militia, or police, had. 
appeared to be on collision course 
after Croatia’s centre-right gov- 
ernment, which is seeking inde- 
pendence, defied an order by the 
array and state presidency to dis- 
band “illegal armed units.” 

“We were on the verge of civil 
war. The army was mobilised and 
at top combat readiness and our 


police w tire as well.” Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman. look- 
ing exhausted, told the Croatian 
parliament in the republic's capit- 
al, Zagreb. 

“Attempts were made to legal- 
ise army intervention. Those who 
wanted the worst were very se- 
rious and were preparing for it, ! ’’ 
he said. “We were on the edge of 
the abyss.” 

Tudjman said the heads of the 
army and the federal presidency 
the highest state body, had openly 
recognised the legitimacy of the 
Croatian authorities and the re- 
public had not backed out of its 
demands for sovereignty. 

He ordered police reservists to 
demobilise and go home but said: 
“We did not say we are handing 
our weapons to anyone. The 
weapons remain at our disposal in 
case we need them.” 


Chinese student leader 


jailed for four years 


Drug lords kill Colombian 
journalist after army raid 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 
The Medellin cocaine cartel said 
Friday it was renewing its war 
against the government hOi’Jis after 
police raided a cartel hideout to 
rescue two hostages, one ol’ whom 
was slain. 


Diana Turbay, a 38-year-old 
magazine publisher and daughter 
of former President Julio Cesar 
Tu'rbay, was killed by the kidnap- 
pers during the rescue attempt, the 
president's office said. The other 
hostage, television camera man 
Richard Becerra, escaped ur.*- 
h armed, police said. 

About 120 police specially 
trained to fight drug traffickers 
attempted the rescue near the 
small town of Copacabana, located 
16 kilometres northwest of Medel- 
lin. 


The cartel issued a statement 
saying it is renewing the war partly 
in retaliation for the raid and for 
“torture, murders, disappearances 
and massacres” it said were con- 
ducted by police. 

Officials said Friday's raid, and 
the drug cartel’s angry response, 
would mean the end of the govern- 
ment's peace strategy to end the 
drug wars that have claimed nearly 
600 lives in the last 17 months. 

The drug lords, using their 
pseudonym “the extraditables,” 
said they would kill two of their 
four remaining hostages. 

Five kidnappers were killed in 
the shootout, radio reports said. 
At least two of the 120 police 
officers in the operation were 
injured. 

Presidential spokesman Mauri- 
do Vargas said Ms. Turbay was 
shot three times in the back by her 
captors after they told her to run in 
front of the small ranch house 
where she was being held. 

Ms. Turbay's mother, Nidia 
Quintero, called on the extradit- 
ables to “stop this spiling of blood 
and to make peace with the coun- 
try and with God.” 

*T ask Pablo Escobar to thin k of 


his own daughter," she said, refer- 
ring to the leader of the Medellin 
cartel. 

Ms. Quintero also criticised the 
police for putting Turbay's life in 
danger through the rescue opera- 
tion. 

The extradi tables’ communique 
said traffickers would renew their 
attacks also as a response to Col- 
ombian laws which permit drug 
suspects to be extradited to the 
United States. Many of Col- 
ombia’s drug traffickers are 
wanted in the United States on 
drug charges. 

“We are reinitiating our military 
operations," the statement said. 

It was not clear which two re- 
maining hostages the cartel plan- 
ned to kill. Being held by the 
cartel are three other journalists, 
including Francisco Santos, editor 
of El Tempo, Colombia's biggest- 
selling newspaper. Also being held 
is .Marina Montoya, the sister of 
Colombia's ambassador to Cana- 
da, German Montoya. 

President Osar Gavin a called 
on drug traffickers to release their 
remaining hostages and prosmised 
that authorities “will be extremely 
careful to respect everyone's hu- 
man rights." 

The cartel stopped its bombing 
and assassination campaigns last 
July. In the preceding year, au- 
thorities blamed drug traffickers 
for killing about 550 people, in- 
cluding three presidential candi- 
dates. 

S'everal cartel leaders have sur- 
rendered to authorities after 
Gavi'ria offered in September to 
reduce jail sentences and end ex- 
traditions to the United States of 
drug traffickers who give them- 
selves .up and confess. 

But Escobar. Colombia's most 
wanted man. is demanding that all 
extraditions be declared illegal 
under any circumstances. 

Radio Caracol said Gaviria cal- 
led an emergency meeting with top 
military officials to discuss the 
violence. 


PEKING (Agencies) — Chinese 
student leader Wang Dan was 
tried and sentenced Saturday to 
four years in prison for bis role 
in the 1989 pro-democracy 
movement. 

The official New China News • 
Agency said the Peking People's 
Intermediate Cbuit found the 
25-year-old history student guil- 
ty of “serious crimes” but was 
given a lesser sentence because 
he had confessed and exposed 
others. 

Four other activists were also 
jailed. Human rights campaigner 
Ren Wanding received the 
longest sentence of seven years. 

'Wang, bespectacled and wear- 
in a padded jacket, waved flee- 
tingly to foreign reporters as he 
was whisked away from the 
court in the back of a police 
jeep. 

Le.aders of the democracy 
move ment have been held in jail 
for 18 months while the Com- 
munist authorities prepared 
their trials. 

The agency said China's judi- 
cial system had recently dealt 
with 71 offenders involved in the 
movement that swept the coun- 
try until troops and tanks 
crushed student-led protests in 
Peking’s Tiananmen Square in 
June, 1.9 89. 

The agency said 63 were re- 
leased without trial. 

Of the eight who stood trial 


and were se ntenced Saturday, 
three were .found guilty but 
freed, inchidiing Liu Xiaobo, a 
35-year-old prominent literary 
critic. 

Apart from Wang and Ren, 
philosopher Bao Zuaxin was 
sentenced to '’five years m jail, 
student Guo < Haifeng to four 
years and Yun Junling to two 
years. 

Ren, a veteran dissident who 
was jailed from 1979 to 1983, 
was found | guilty of “grave 
crimes” and showed no repent- 
ance, the agency said. 

The sentences were relatively 
lenient by Ctunese standards. * 

But party sources predict that 
trials to be b.eld soon of other 
alleged behind-the-scenes orga- 
nisers of the.* 1989 democracy 
movement could result in much 
tougher sentences. 

Dozens of [police cordoned off 
the courtroom. Foreign repor- 
ters and dipl omats were denied 
access to the bearings, which 
China's offic ial media described 
as public. 

The official news agency said: 
“The court, after hearings, con- 
firmed that some of the eight 
defendants-. ... wantonly con- 
ducted pubUc agitation to sub- 
vert the people’s government 
and the socialist system during 
the 1989 vurmoil and rebellion 
and others made Molotov cock- 
tails to attack armed forces ..." 


Americans suffer war jitters 


WASHINGTON (R) — America has a bad case of 
national war jitters. 

People are ducking when cars backfire. 

Heads spin and people shake at fire alarms. 

Bomb scares are increasing. Two a day are being 
reported in Houston alone and there have been 
some at the Pentagon too, closing corridors and 
elevators. Sharpshooters man die roof of the 
White House. 

Some people, including those at one embassy, 
fear water is being contaminated. Others axe 
convinced that underground railways have been 
mined. 

It is difficult to buy a gas mask — anywhere. 
Houston people want their own bomb detection 
equipment and bullet-proof vests. 

The FBI is asking people to report suspicious 
activity and has been interviewing thousands of 
Arab- Americans in a campaign to prevent Iraqi- 
inspired attacks. 

So far, no incidents or arrests have been 
reported, but the watch goes on. 

Unprecedented security precautions were in 
place at the Super Bowl football extravaganza at 
Tampa, Florida, with portable television sets and 
radios banned for more than 73,000 fans who will 
pass through special electronic checks. 

In Washington, the showing of the 1977 movie 
Black Sunday about a terrorist attack at a fictional 
Super Bowl, was cancelled by a television station 
because of war concerns. 

Air travel is down but the Amtrak Rail system 
reported only “brisk” but not unusually heavy rail 
traffic despite public fears of flying. 

Although the United States is thousands of 
miles from the Gulf war zone, the domestic jitters 
appear to be a national affection. 

A Washington Post- ABC News poll showed that 


28 per cent of Americans interviewed feared an 
attack. The figure rose to 61 per cent for those 
living in Washington. 

“I treat a lot of people,” said Dr. Joseph 
Margolin, an eminent psychologist and former 
bead of behavioural studies at George Washington 
University. 

“A lot of them are high government officials, 
some with adjustment problems," he said in an 
interview. “They’re scared,” 

Some psychologists, including Margolin, blame 
the government and media, particularly television, 
for the jitters. 

Margolin said the government should have 
foreseen the situation of fear and reassured peo- 
ple, tellin g them security precautions would be in 
place to protect them. 

Television, he said, was dramatising the war. 
“They are doing a lot of stuff that's making things 
scary,” he said. 

President George Bush's wife Barbara also 
expressed concern about the effects of the war ofi 
children. 

“I think parents should monitor their children 
and jnst be sure that they’re understanding what 
they’re seeing so they're not getting terrible 
nightmares,” the first lady said. 

From next Wednesday die American Psycholo- 
gical Association is setting op a national telephone 
hotline for people who want help from trained 
psychologists. 

The American Academy of Paediatrics is also 
giving out advice and reassuring children such as 
an eight-year-old boy who has become concerned 
after watching television coverage of the war. 

“I feel scared that they might blow up my block, 
and boom, my mom and everybody would be 
gone. Then there would be just me,” said the boy. 


Bomb explodes In Kashmir as 
India celebrates National Day 


NEW DELHI (R) — Three 
bombs exploded in Kashmir 
Saturday despite a security blank- 
et spread over three border states 
and the Indian capital to prevent 
violence on Nationl Day. 

Militants m the states of Pun- 
jab, Assam and Jammu and 
Kashmir had threatened to dis- 
rupt National Day celebrations to 
focus attention on their cam- 


paigns. 

In Srinagar, summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir, police said 
three bombs exploded near a 
stadium where a Nationl Day 
parade was held. There were no 
casualties. 

The stadium was ringed by 
security forces, and commandos 
occupied rooftops of nearby 
buildings. Some 2,000 people 
were killed in violence in the state 
last year. 

Residents of Srinagar's old 
quarter flew balck flags from 
their houses, while streets in the 
new city were deserted in re- 
sponse to a 48-hour general strike 
rail by the militants. 

The strike, due to end at 9 a.m. 
Sunday, paralysed the Kashmir 
Valley where the campaign for 
independence or merger with 


neighbouring Pakistan is concen- 
trated. 

The army was on standby in the 
three main cities of the valley — 
Srinagar, Anantnag and Bara- 
mulla. 

In BaramuUa, militan ts and pa- 
ramilitary troops exchanged fire 
Saturday morning, police said. 
They gave no details.. 

In New Delhi, security forces 
tightly policed the entire 14 
kilometre route of the National 
Day parade. Sharpshooters were 
deployed in the city centre where 
President Ramaswamy Venk- 
ataraman reviewed the march. 


Bombs exploded in Delhi 
Tuesday and Friday, triggering 
fears of a possible National Day 
attack by the the separatists. 

Security forces in the city were 
first put on alert against a possi- 
ble threat when a bomb exploded 
in file office of the local agents of 
an American Airline the day after 
war erupted in the Gulf on Jan. 
17. 


In Punjab, the Press Trust of 
India news agency said security 
forces in Faridkot found an ex- 
plosive device under a chair 
placed in a stadium for a senior 


adviser to the governor of the 
state for the National Day celebra- 
tions. 

Some 3,800 people were killed 
in Punjab last year in the militant 
Sikh campaign for an indepen- 
dent nation. 

Governor O. P. Malhotra said 
in a National Day speech in Tarn 
Taran, near the Sikh holy city of 
Amritsar, that the government 
was firmly in control. 

“People were raying the gov- 
ernment was scared and that the 
militants’ writ was running the 
state. I have come to prove that 
our writ is r unning, ” 

A crowd of 30,000 people 
heard his speech in a stadium 
guarded by 25,000 police and 
paramilitary. 

...There were no reports of any 
National Day violence from 
Assam, where a bomb blast killed 
two people Friday. The army has 
been deployed in the oil- 
producing state to put down a 
Maoist separatist movement. 

The government tightened 
security in the state earlier this 
week in anticipation of attempts 
by the United Liberation Front of 
Assam to disrupt National Day 
ceremonies. 


Gulf war harms anti-Indian 


cause, Kashmiri militant says 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A Kash- 
miri secessionist leader said 
Saturday the Gulf war was damaging 
a violent Muslim revolt in Indian- 
controlled Kashmir. 

“To be very frank this Gulf war 
has proved to be a two-edged 
sword,” said Amanullah Khan, 
head of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front (JKLF). 

“On the international level the 
Kashmir issue has been oversha- 
dowed and a lot of people in the 


Gulf that used to send us funds 
have gone to the wind.” 

AmanoJJah, speaking in a tele- 
phone interview as Muslims in 
both Indian and Pakistani-ruled 
parts of the disputed mountain 
region went on strike in protest at 
India's National Day, said severe 
winter weather was also hamper- 
ing the militants. 

India and Pakistan have fought 
two wars since 1947 over Kashmir 
and came close to another last 


year as the militants stepped up 
efforts to wrest the only Mnstim- 
majority state from the Indian 
union. Some 2,000 people were 
killed last year: 


Residents of Muzaffarabad, 
capital of Pakistan’s Azad (Free) 
Kashmir region, flew black flags 
Saturday and marched in 
thousands through the city to 
protest against India’s security 
crackdown. 


U.S. to cut aid even if Pakistan halts nuclear programme 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
State Department plans sharp 
cuts iri potential military and eco- 
nomic aid for Pakistan, even if 
that country gives up its nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Aid to Pakistan has been sus- 
pended since Oct. 1 because Pres- 
ident George Bush's administra- 
tion cannot conclude that Pakis- 
tan is not developing nuclear 
weapons. 

The department notified Con- 
gress of its plans that included less 
severe cuts for many other coun- 
tries in final allocations of $15 .5 
billion for the current fiscal year. 
Last ye&'r’s total was $14.6 billion. 

A copy of the department’s 
letter to Congress was obtained 
by the Associated Press. 

Most foreign aid is appropri- 
ated without specifying reci- 
pients, and the administration is 
free to decide who gets how 
much. 

Another -country receiving a big : 
slash was Y emen, which opposed 
the United Nations sanctions of 
force against Iraq to make it 
withdraw from Kuwait. There is. 
also a cut from planned assistance 
to the Philippines and generally 
smaller cuts to several other coun- 
tries. 

The total for Pakistan was re- 
duced from fiscal 1990's half bil- 
lion dollars to $208 million this 
year, and the bulk of that will not 
be available unless U.S. officials 
are convinced the country is not 
developing a nuclear weapons 


potential. 

Pakistan, a longtime U.S. 
friend in the Islamic World, says 
its unclear programme is for 
pea refill purposes. 

Former Pakistani Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto met with U.S. 
Strife Department officials Friday 
to discuss U.S.-Pakistan rela- 
tions. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
officials are concerned over state- 
ments from members of Mrs. 
Bhutto's opposition party that 
have criticised Pakistan's parti- 
cipation in the anti-Iraq coalition. 

The Pakistan government has 
sent more than 10.000 troops to 
the Golf, but Bhutto's party has 
called for a pause in U.S. attacks 
to allow a chance for a peaceful 
resolution of the crisis over Iraq’s 
Aug. 2 takeover of Kuwait. 

The aid cuts to Yemen left only 
$2.9 million of the $22 miffi™ ’ m 
economic assistance proposed by 
the White House before the U.N. 
vote. Yemen received $23 million 
last year. 

For the Philippines, the White 
House cut in half its $200 million 
proposed contribution to the eco- 
nomically troubled South East 

As:ar. 

Overall aid to the Philippines, 
however, increased by about $4 
million over last fiscal year's 
allocations to $72.6 million. 

Congress had enacted a 50 per 
cent cut in military aid to El 
Salvador, but Bush used his au- 


thority to reinstate the full 
amount last week after certifying 
that it is justified by human rights 
and arms violatons among rebels. 

Bosh said release of the money, 
however, would be postponed for 
60 days to giver peace talks a 
chance. 

Total military aid allocated for 
El Salvador is $85 million, in 
addition to $175 milli on in econo- 
mic assistance. 

Some of the foreign aid alloca- 
tions were mandated by Con- 
gress, including $3 billion in cash, 
military and economic aid for 
Israel, which receives more U.S. 
aid than any other country. 

Congress set aid to Egypt at 
$2.1 billion, making it no. 2. The 
U.S. government also is forgiving 
$6.7 billion Egypt owed in milit- 
ary loans. 

The foreign assistance law pro- 
vided a total of $4.6 billion in 
military aid, $3.1 billion in econo- 
mic aid. The remaining $7.8 bil- 
lion goes for other programmes, 
including health and environmen- 
tal assistance and contributions to 
United Nations agencies, the 
World Bank and other multilater- 
al institutions. 


In the past, U.S. aid has gone 
tj many countries with undemo- 
cratic governments, although not 
to those with Communist govern- 
ments. Roskens told a conference 
on international development 
that the time is right for donor 
countries to measure how effec- 
tive their programmes have been. 

Support for democracy was the 
first of a series of aims he outlined 
as the new mission of his orga- 
nisation. Others included support 
for free markets and economic 
growth, responsible policies on 
the environment, development of 
individual well-being, backing for 
lasting solutions to problems be- 
tween countries, and disaster aid. 

Along with these aims he out- 
lined a series of initiatives, of 
which the first was a '‘democracy 
initiative.” It said: 


It said Bush would be asked for 
authority to enable the agency to 
respond quickly when there is 
what it called a “democratic 
breakthrough.” 

It said that when changes 
occurred in Eastern Europe and 
Pa na ma it had to wait too long to 
help. 

Traditionally, organisations 
helping the Third World have 
fried to stay out of politics on the 
principle that food for a starving 
child is more important than the 
colour of its governments. In 
practise the United States has 
blocked most aid to Communist 
government from the World 
Bank, the biggest single source of 
loans to the Third World. 


“Consistent with the new mis- 
sion statement, the democracy 
initiative proposes focussing aid 
experience, skills and resources 
explicitly to help promote and 
consolidate democracy as the 
legitimate organising principle for 
political systems throughout the 
world.” 


‘Democracy initiative’ 

U.S. aid to the Third World 
will be given explicitly to promote 
democracy in the future, accord- 
ing to a statement issued Friday 
by the new director of the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment, Ronald W. Roskens. 


The statement said aid would 
try to strengthen effective electo- 
rates, informed legislatures and 
independent judges. It promised 
to integrate those efforts into the 
agency’s programme. Progress to- 
ward establishing democracy 
would be an element in giving out 
funds, it added. 


Though the bank’s charter bars 
it from weighing political consid- 
erations, World Bank lo ans for 
China have slowed since troops 
rolled into T iananm en Square to 
suppress the democracy move- 
ment. This week Barber Conable, 
the bank’s president, tokl repor- 
ters that he had postponed ralkc 
about a form of association of the 

Soviet Union with the hawt- 

apparently as a result of Soviet 
violence in the Baltic republics. 


A precedent was set in estab- 
lishing di e ne w European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment for help to Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union. Its charter 
specifically provides progress to- 
ward democracy as an element in 
granting loans. 





Sportswriter makes 
good on promise. ; v.: 


HORNELL, New York (R) 4^ 
Sportswriter Rob Roberts pai*. 
off on a pre-season promise re— 
gar ding the Buffalo Bills 
pushing a peanut the length of a 
miniature football field set up on 
pain street — with his nos e*.- - 
Roberts, who said Buffalo would 
never make the super bowl, paid 
his penance before some 1,<XXH 
Bills fans in this small New York 
community, a hotbed for BilhH 
boosters. “It’s not too bad, i 
really didn’t scrape it too bad,” be 
said about his proboscis after.* 
pushing the peanut about 75^ 
metres from goalposts to goal- ', 
posts through sub-freezing winds. 
Roberts, a writer for the Homell 
Evening Tribune, got himself info" 
tibe nutty caper with a pre-season , 
column on Buffalo's dismal show- 
ing in their exhibition games. “I j 
was fed up with the Bills. They 
just had an awful, awful pre- 
season. I mote a column and just . 
as a little parting shot I said, 
iiw» the Bills as much as anybody, ‘j 
but I’ve gotta be realistic. This is >c 
not a super bowl team, folks. 9 
And then I wrote the fateftd l 
words: ‘In fact, if these guys get to ^ 
the super bowl. I'll push a peanut ' 
down street with my nose.” 5 •„ 
Roberts said fans never forgot his 
vow as the Bills won their way to 
Sunday’s super bowl against file . 
New York Giants. “Boy, these 
people just latched right onto , 
this, and never let me forget it.^ 
And the Bills did their stuff dim-/ 
mg the regular season and made a/ 
lira 1 out of me.” '4 


Pacino, Pfeiffer to 
start work on new 
film 


fihnJ 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — AI 
Pacino and Michele Pfeiffer 
set to begin work on a new 
comedy about the love affair of ; 
cook and a waitress who meet in *3 
New York restaurant, 
and Johnny will be produced and^jj 
directed by Gany Marshall, 
directed Pretty Woman. Terrence] 
McNally adapted the screenplay 
from his stage play Frankie And 
Jcgmny in the Glair De Lune. 
Pacino, whose most recent film v a 
iftas The Godfather Part m, has 
five Academy Award nomina- 
tions to his credit. Miss Pfeiffer is 
a two-time Oscar nominee whose 
credits include The Fabulous 
Baker Boys and Dangerous 
Liaisons. Work on the new pro- 
ject is set to begin on Jan. 29. said 
Eileen Peterson, production 
publicist for the film. 


Country singer 
breaches contract 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 
— Country singer Tammy- 
Wynette breached a contract toi 
perform on a cruise ship but: 
promoters can’t collect damages 
because they replaced Wynette 
with a hotter singer, a judge 
ruled. Wynette’s lawyer, S.=- 
Ralph Gordon, argued that 
Wynette. “whose career had 
peaked some years prior, 
replaced with the honest female: 
artist on the country music: 
charts,” Reba McEntire. But 
promoters who raid they lost 
more than $250,000 in the deal 
filed a lawsuit against Wynette, 
whose hits include Stand By Your ' " 
Man and D-I-V-O-R-C-E. 
Wynette’s husband-manager,' 
George Richey, agreed in April' 
1985 that Wynette and her baikT^: 
would perform on the cruise ship 
Emerald Seas in December 1985. 
in exchange for 13 cabins, food 
and drink for the band and 
$2,000. Richey subsequently de- 
cided that Wynette instead 
should appear at that time in Las >J 
Vegas for more than $100,000.*" 
Richey testified that he made the 
Las Vegas deal only after trying 
to reach promoter Kelly Albert 
for more than two months and 
assumed the cruise had been can- 
celled. In July 1985, the promoers 
signed McEntire, whose hits in- 
dude Whoever’s In New England 
and Cathy’s Down. She was the 
country music association’s 
female vocalist of the year in 1985 
and entertainer of the year in 
1986. Promoters blamed their 1 
financial losses on Wynette's can- 
cellation and subsequent adver- 
ting problems. 


The non-discussion 
discussion 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
fence Department sp< 
Pete Williams gave a 
planation Thursday of 
-difficult to obtain infom 
foe briefings on Operatic 
Storm. Asked why th 
peen no discussion ah 
launched cruise missiles 
^Pf-ration. Williams res 

We just don’t discuss ft 
bilrty. I can’t tell you 
«on £ discuss it, because 
discussing it.” 


